22 Onthero

Dadil
THunstny, ,,,,??i"

. manitg, %) \
PG
!

A lot is happening in the motor-
ing world and the changes
seom to be arriving much faster.
Therefore, as Jerry Burley
writes, Africa needs to get on
the bandwagon

frica is not famous {"\r P\rr“'l

empting the inevitable, 3 ‘

the Inevitable Is soon coming.
Cortalnly In the next 25 years 07 50

If you are reading this article,
you must be aware that the world
now has multiple manufacturers of
electric-only or hybrid cars, that I\..W\'l‘
n mix of small Internal combustion
hackup enggine supporting some form
of eleetric primary drive,

Hydrogen power is another take on
the “carbon-free” future of motoring
and, though still rare, have witnessed
the first Inward drift of electric and
hybrid cars into Uganda,

Africa only assembles  new
vehicles, using outdated technology.
This means we often end up with
ostensibly new but “tail end Charlie”
cars that the rest of the world no
longer needs, We alsoimport millions
of used cars from Japan and Europe,
thus helping them dispose their
domestic rubbish.

Masslve damage

Yes, it has helped Africa solve
its transport issues but this often-
near-worn-out garbage damages the
environment, keeps us poor through
spares demands and chokes us with
ocmissions.

Noxious emissions certainly
bring a tidal wave of cancers and
respiratory problems. I am old so it
doesn't matter so much 1o me but
whatabout the children of today?

As a_country, we shoulq deal
With this problem Without leaving
It entirely to new vehicle testing
procedures,

Tl\q mooted new mega-city that
will likely include a composite of
Kampala, Mukono, Bombo, Mpigiand
Entebbe, will have an estimated 20
million people by 2050,

So what happens when European
regulations dictate that they can
no longe_r drive IC-engine (internal
combustion) vehicles? Simple, they
will stop making them.

Inevitable trend

Volvo has announced they will no
longer be making solely petrol or
diesel engine cars after 2019, And I
bet other car makers will follow suit
because this is the inevitable trend.

Tesla and Elon Musk went straight
to fully electric, bypassing the IC-
learning curve. Germany is outlawing
ICinits cities in the next decade.

Battery power is evolving rapidly
to the point where it is soon going to
oe cheaper, cleaner, more powerful,
quieter and all-round-better than IC.

Forget the mumbo jumbo that
electric cars just move the pollution
problem further up theladder.

Sure, any form of power generation
hasan environmental downside but if
you have to pollute, put it somewhere
and in a form that limits the damage
to humans at the very least.

So, the first world used car
dealers will soon have no carbon-
powered rubbish to pass on to us.
Then, millions of end-of-life }lthlum
batteries will come into play, instead
of the worn out diesel engines .:ind
these will continue to pollute Africa.

No suitable charging networks A
"\« However, we cannot currently
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AToyota Prius cut-away showlng petrol and electrlc power. There are a few of such hybrid vehicles In Uganda already. INTERNET S

Uganda needs to get on
electric carbandwagon

What govt should do

Government needs to create a
small department within one or other
of the relevant ministries, to start the
information-gathering and planning
process on how Uganda will replace
IC-engine cars, whilst also attend-
ing relevant conferences and joining
think tanks. We need to draw on
those with the money and expertise,
who are doing expensive research
and development elsewhere, to plan
how and where we will be as a coun-
try, post-carbon fuels usage in cars.

Whether we like it or not, a

massive global motoring change is v

coming. For once, let's not miss the THE ESTIMATED NUMBER
bus. Particularly as it's going to be an OF PEOPLE IN MILLIONS
electric bus, so if we are not careful THAT WILL BE LIVING IN THE
we won't even hear it coming. We KAMPALA METROPOLIS BY

2050. e’

An electric smart car recharging. The
infrastructure to charge such cars will be
the biggest challenge in Uganda when mass
production begins.

charge batteries in large numbers. We

have no suitable charging networks
for electric vehicles.

Electronics will keep us guessing
tooand no US tech or IT firm will ever
share that willingly.

Withinthenext10years, the current
alpha-predator car companies are
Zoing to nlav cerand fiddla aa m 1

battery tech boys.
Siliccn Valley tech goap.
calling the shots, not Forg, ,p.,,'“ b

any other car maker, gy, . é"""

-nepy,
1y et /0
(ot

car tech problem wil] op,
via the internet.

With virtually ne Mov;
service parts in an clectrj, Iy
manufacturers and dealers , *“hic,
to find other ways to L'Ztr;,(.t".'” hay,
“maintenance”. Modern 1. .(/2,"'? f
are almost at the point "rw,'.r'f L
self-repair is largely thin,, “ihe,
past. S Of 4y

As a small boy, | Wiatcheg g
Neili\rmstmngbecame[her On
to land on the moon, near, 5‘8 Tap
ago. Thirty years later, the Yoo
computing power of the
missions could almost he
$100 wrist watch.

If Africa is not carefy] tp,,
the world will bomb ys funhf"“ o
the metoring stone age, wit, t: Inty,
cannot cope withanda trans €Chy,.
power requirement that wen‘?
cannot access or harness, ~ “ithe,

And it will be how ¢
our cars that will be [; rgchar;:{,
infrastructure issue. Tyq mil Majo,
ingreaterKampalaallsimuhan ."ca;S
plugged into Umeme? | ¢ £°E‘Sly
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Moral obligation
So, whereasitislikels
me in 20-years’ time, cj)rng][otsotb“}h&r
CurTent government for thag . ir
we have a moral obligatig, t"t‘e"
next generation. he
We have to start thinyi,.,
the future because cars, ;(;’:\7011\)’0
them today, will not be aroy g '
longer. Much
We have almost unlip;
equatorial sunlight fo mmlrt
the year and spare hydro-p,
expansion capacity. Someone
plan how to harness and coppet
them. Mhect
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Jerry Burley is a Ugandan-g,
who has lived in Uganda s
and sold his first car at 14
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