. Presi i
ne aiso urged farmers to plant pasture,

for the gift of life as they
celebrate the birth of Jesus

said.

wo wav puL, wic SICK ana wme elderly.
“If you do that, God will reward you,” she

Kiryandongo residents petition Museveni-over land allocation to investor

By David Lumu

A decision by the Kiryandongo
district officials to allocate 6,000
hectares of land to investors to
construct a sugarcane factory
has caused quite a stir among
the local communities.

Fearing eviction,
representatives from the over
200 homesteads in Kitwara
parish, where Kiryandongo
Sugar Works Limited has been
granted land, have petitioned
President Yoweri Museveni
and the lands - minister,
Betty Amongi, requesting to
meet with the investor and
government officials concerned,

to harmonise the eviction
process, which the Indian
investor, has allegedly kicked
off.

Genesis

According to Balamu Kisernbo,
one of the petitioners, the main
reason for the petition is to
seek Museveni’s intervention
because the- general feeling
among the . project-affected
persons is that the district sold
them without considering their
interests of land.

“The Government should
help us. That is our prayer,” he
said.

The investor,

Kiryandongo

Sugar Works, was granted a
lease for the degazetted forest
ranches by the Uganda Land
Commission. However, some
of the residents say they settled
on the land in 1973 when
former president, Idi Amin,
created the ranches. Other
residents argue that although
the known hectares of the
degazetted forest land are
6,000, the recent fencing off has
also incorporated private land,

which is not within the mapped
out areas.
The residents told New

Vision that when the land was
fenced off, they travelled from
Kiryandongo on' Saturday -for

a meeting with Amongi and
the investor, but the meeting
did not take place, following a
communication that the investor
had travelled out of the country.

Minister responds
According to Amongi, although
the land in question belongs
to government, none of the
residents has been evicted.

“It is not their land, they are
bona fide occupants. None of
them has been chased off the
land. I have been handling their
matter carefully, and what is
happening now is not fencing
off the land as such, but re-
opening the boundaries to find

out the size and also map out
who is going to be affected by
the project,” she said.

Amongi added: “Before
they are compensated, the
Government has to establish
the rights of all the occupants.”

She said the meeting could
not take place because
government officials had taken
leave for Christmas and that

. even the investors were not in

position to attend.

“We agreed with them
(petitioners) that after
i , we shall have

a meeting with all the
stakeholders, visit the areas
affected by the project, and

also sensitise people on a
clear resettlement plan and the
options available,” she said.

The minister said the current
survey process of the land
is tailored towards coming
up with a clear and detailed
resettlement plan for the current
occupants.

Amongi added that after the
meeting of all stakeholders,
which is scheduled for next
week, the Government
will conduct sensitisation
and awareness on rights of
legal tenants and bona fide
occupants, regarding the
compensation and resettlement
plans.

:  Scanned with !
i & CamScanner’;


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

