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' W The armyworm is an African
moth. Itisa deleterious pest,
capable of destroying entire crops
in a matter of weeks. The larvae
feed on all types of grasses and the
of cereal crops.
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Over the last 12 months, the armyworm
has wreaked havoc in different parts of
the country, putting Uganda’s reputation
2s a region food basket at stake.

“A lot has been said about the issue :
of armyworms and NAADS seedlings, *
put there is nothing conclusive. We
need a scientific explanation, which
I am not competent to give right
now,” Nankabirwa said in Tresponse
to - Reagan Okumu’s ~assertion that
armyworms are only attacking crops

grown out of hybrid NAADS seedlings.

“What our scientists have s0 far been
' gble to ascertain is that the farmers
. who  planted the crops early have

" not been affected by the armyworim,
whether the seedlings were indigenous
or  hybrid” ankabirwa  said.

The response by lawmakers, although in
murmurs, was indicative of the fact that the
issue of armyworms is a matter of concern
in almost all regions of the country.

Elijah Okupa, a lawmaker hailing from a
cereal growing region of Teso, demanded
that the Government gives an explanation
on what it is doing to combat the outhreak.

Deputy Speaker Jacob Oulanyah
did not allow debate on the mattel
but ordered the Executive to proffer
a statement on an issue that I
threatening the country’s food security.
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