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While encounters with animals in the

communities we live in can be excit- |
ing, frightening, or even frustrating, |
they raise animportantdebateon |

how young people can live peacefully
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n Kagoma, a small village in Wakiso
District with a largely residential
setting, monkeys have become part
of the daily afternoon scene. They
leap from compound to compound

; and perch on fences, drawing mixed
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Teactions from residents. Children, |
" teens, and even mothers throw sticks | |
. at the animals to chase them away,

while others show affecti i
o shy on by offering

_For 17-year-old Moreen Nangobi, |
| these encountersare far from amusing. |

Each time she steps out to buy items |
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: from nearby shops, she braces herself |
| for the familiar sight of monkeys along
i the way. “They scare me,” she says, i

: admitting that she often runs away !
; whenevershe sees them.
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. gorillas in Bwindi Impenetrable = responsible " During her research while living in the while contributing to a

| National Park, elephants in Queen
i Elizabeth National Park, chimpanzees

in Kibale, and countless birds, reptiles,
and

places expand into urban spaces, :

smaller animals across the country. |
As human populations grow and '

actions. These
include the
following.

wild Jane Goodall (RIP), a protagonist,
discovered that animals are capable

. of making and using tools, an ability

thought to be uniquely human.

similarities between humans and

the entire community to change their
mindset,

As teens, learning about conservation
early builds lifelong habits of respect

| for nature. It ensures that future
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farmers, engineers, politicians,
journalists, and parents grow up
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This forces wildlife closer to human :

settlements, increasingencounters and

Therefore true co-existence starts with
changing how you think about wildlife,

Teens also matter because you are
able to inherit the consequences of to-

or a school debate an ¢
influence pee




