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Unexploited tourism potential

POTENTIAL: Aruu Falls which attracts more
than 100 wisitors per month, is one of northem
Uganda’s lowly exploited tourism potential

oo cascades oft a still set

Of rocks before rapidly pour

Ng Nt varous enclaves in
Agago District,

This is Aruu Falls that flows
through Agogo District into Lapaya
willage in Pader District.

The falls are located eight kilome-
tres from Arun Trading Centre ma-
rooned by a Aruu Falls Campsite, &
MAROE STOP point for tourists.

At the campsite, the sound of the
distant roaring falls whirls through
the airas water pours into the seven
enclaves of Wang Okiye, Lacee,
Okello Gem, Ryanga, Lanya Kweyy,
Akweyo and Awilo Yaa,

According to locals, Aruu Falls
draws its waters from River Agago
that flows through Agago and Pader
districts.

Imposing rocks, arranged into a
series of steps form the platform on
which water beautifully rolls into
different formations before splitting
into about seven tributaries to pour
into the seven enclaves.

Lapaya village insearch of water amd
pasture. They had also escaped trital
conflict. The Jo PRongo people oc-
cupied the banks of the enclaves
around the falls and this can be seen
from stone cuttings and artefacts
carved on different rocks,

TUis believed that the onginal in.
habitants of Lapava village where
washed away by water because they
had built houses in and around wa-
tor ways.

“The water levels inervased sugd-
denly and washed many of them
Aaway. No survivor is known but
some people say that a woman and
Acertainman who had been away on
different errands, survived,” Vineent
Nyeko, anelder in Lapaya says.

The scenic beauty of the falls has
been a tounist attraction feature for
both local and international visi-
o

Tourist attraction

At the campsite, visitors relax on
rocky features as they watch water
roll off the rocks. The more daring
ones dive into the water to swim
while others warm themselves
around bonfire points as the sun be-
Rins to set.
Others draw fun from

A story is told that the enclave
around Aruu Falls had been inhab-
ited by the Jo P'Kongo, who had
migrated from Otwa and settled at

camping, hiking, fishi
and smimming and bird
watching.

According to Sylvia
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— 1 10 Thefalls, Atim says, are
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> innorthern Uganda.
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vested enough to exploit
the potential of the falls.

“Aruu Falls are quite mesmeriz-
ing. Tourists from near and far come
here to appreciate God's creation.
Government should exploit the po-
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Oloya and deputy Speaker of Parliament Jacobo

lanyah pose infront of a section of Aruu Falls.
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i at Aruy Falls

;; A woman poses In front o the falis.

. _ntial thatlies within them,” she says.

_“'.:-lhe falls, she says, have a monl%ly

yisitor number of more pun 100 peo-

Je who come from within and outside

plewi> ;smqenrs and pupils visit the

s for learning purposes. Some just

£:l°l:ne around for the _fun_while other
fourists come to relax,” Atim says.

'Godirey Oringa Largo, the Pader Dis-

~ THE NUMBER OF VISITORS
FROM WITHIN AND OUTSIDE
UGANDA THAT VISIT ARUU
' FALLS ON A MONTHLY BASIS

. trictchairperson, believes Aruu Falls is
a major tourist attraction that Ugan-
' gans must appreciate.
~ The district, he says, has plans to de-
yelop it into a more attractive tourist
site to improve tourism and the dis-
trict’s revenue. 2 :
‘According to Winnie Lawoko-Olwe,
‘the vice chairperson of the Acholi Tour-
~ jsmCluster, Aruu Falls have been identi-
fied in the region as a tourist potential
- and “there are plans to engage sur-
~ rounding communities to chart a way
~ through which they can be developed”.
e have engaged the district to have
~ in place a budget that we can use to
~ makebetter plans for Aruu Falls,” Olwe
says. The development, she says, will
« be conducted through a public private
partnership. &
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T """ Aman takes a selfie at one of the enclaves of Aruu Falls...
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