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Costly livestock dampen Idd mood

Idd-ul-Adhuha will fall on
Wednesday, May 27, and
lasts four days as per
the Islamic norms.

BY AL-MAHDISSENKABIRWA
&NOELINENABUKENYA

uslim humanitarian organ-
isations have expressed pre-
paredness to mark this year's ]
1dd-ul-Adhuha festivities.
However, unlike previous years, few-
er animals will be slaughtered, which
is partly blamed on hiked prices of live- |
stock and rising transport costs. {
1dd-ul-Adhuha will fall on Wednesday, |
May 27,and lasts four days as per theIs- |
lamicnorms. |
According to Ms Shaniah Kigozi, the |
country director of One Ummah Ugan-
da,her organisation plansto slaughterat |
least 400 head of cattle,90 goats and 50 |

sheep.

“The high cost of animals at the farm
and rising fuel prices have in one way
or the other affected the number of an-
imals we had planned to slaughter. For
example,a cow which was costing Shs1.5
million last year,now costs Shs2 million,”
she said during an interview yesterday.

As #result, the demand for animals
to slaughter on Idd day has also caused
ah:kempnwsofbeefmurbancen- [
tres, with a kilogramme going for be-
twemShm,oooandShszs,ooo,upﬂum |
Shs18,000 six months ago.

- Mr Gibril Sekasi, who operates a butch-

butchers sell akilo of meat at $hs25,000. | he
He added that a cow they used to buy at {
Shs2 million now costs Shs2.5 million. - -

“Outbreaks of animal diseases have
Iedtohuelosmduemlinﬁtedam

llllllll!lllllllllll|ll|IIIIIIllIlllllIlIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllll|l|IIIIIlllllllllllIlllllllllIIIIIlllllllIlllIIIIIIIIIIIIllllllllllll||IIIIIIl|IIIIIII|lI|IIIIII||IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIlIlIIIIIIl

- Sena

National News

www.monitor.co.ug

Some of the animals which Social Humanitarian Aid Delivery Uganda is planning to slaughter during Idd-ul-Adhuha
festivities slated for Wednesday in Kotido District. COURTESY PHOTO

to veterinary services in some regions.
transportation expenses, while market

| prices for healthy animals have risen

compared to previous years,"he said.
DrMenyasaid his organisation plans to

slaughter2,500 cows.
- ’Only*iodomeephavebempmcmed,
j dommsooodaughtemdlastyear,

Il-{strzar, SHADU slaughtered 2,500
of cattle compared to 1,200 in 2024,
AtotalofSOOOsheepwasslaughtemd

Delivery | last year,up from 2,000,in 2024.

‘Mr Hablb Wasige, a liaison officer at
said they are goingto -
 slaughter only 400 cows and distribute
the meat in the districts of Kotido, Lu-
weem,l(itgmnandWahsa

He, however, said animals are few this
year due to high prices of livestock com-
| pared tolast year.

and the prices vary depending on the re-
| glon.Pricesin the central region are very
| high,"hesaid.

} tarian Efforts And Relief Orgamsauon

-Uganda, said the organisation had re-
ceived only 482 cows from their

| itische Gemeenchap Milli Gortis Zuid

‘Nederland, with the latter expected to
100 cows beforeIdd day.

* He said the beef will be distributed to

needy people at mosques orphanage

partners,
Islamic Relief Netherlands and Islam-

centres, prisons, hospitals and police sta-
tions in the districts of Luweero, Wakiso,

. | Butambala,and Kampala City.
"For instance,a cow in Karamoja,which |
| weighs about 120kg costs Shs1.7 million |

Sheikh Ahmad Ssentamu Walakira,the |
programmes coordinator at Humani- |

v
-

However,some organisations are likely
not to slaughter animals this time round,
citing the wars in the Middle East that
have affected their donors.

“There are individuals and organisa-
tions who facilitate our programmes. But
when there are wars in their countries,
their focus shifts toneedy people in their
| local communities,”said Issa Katungulu,

| thewm@inamrofuusﬁmhumanitaﬁ- |

—=

number of animals to be slaughteredby
Tuesday evening," he said.

Ashiraf Zziwa, the spokesperson of
Uganda Muslim Supreme Coundil (UM-
SC), said: “In collaboration with brother-
ly organisations including the Turkish
community,we will slaughter cows,goats
and sheep. We also encourage individual
Muslims who have the means to slaugh-
ter animals and donate to the needy”

“We advise all Muslims to strictly ob-
as guided by the Ministry of Health,ina
bid to control the spread of Eboladisease
that has claimed several lives in neigh-
bouring Democratic Republic of Congn”
headded. 1

1dd -ul - Adhuha, one of the most signi
icant Islamic festivals, commemorates
the willingness of Prophet Ibrahimty
sacrifice his son, Prophet Ismael, in obe- -
dience to Allah before a ram was provid- -
ed as a substitute.

1t is different from Idd-ul-Fitr,
was celebrated on March 20 at the
the holymonth of Ramadhan. "

Unlike Idd- ul-Fitr this Wednesday’sldd
prayer is performed early in the dayto
enable those with intention to slaughter
animals to have meat for lunch and trz-
ditionally lasts for four days — meaning
the festivities will continue up to May30.

The Muslim faithful are supposed to
leave home without a meal until after
the completion of the prayers.

ABOUT IDD DAY
Idd-ul-Adhuha, one of the
most significant Islamic festi-
vals, commemorates the wil-
lingness of Prophet Ibrahim to
sacrifice his son, Prophet Is-
mael, in obedience to Allah be-
fore aramwas prov:ded asgy .J
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