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Visitors wait in queuo at the OpenAl kiosk to recoive an Al-generated printed image at the Al Impact Summit, in Now Delhi, India on February 20. PHOTO/REUTERS

Shaping a human
centric future for Al

Humans must never be-
come mere data points
or raw material for ma-
chines. Instead, Al must
become a tool for glob-
al good, opening new
doors of progress for
the Global South writes
Narendra Modi.

t a defining moment in human
history,the world gathered at the
Al Impact Summit 2026 in New
Delhi. For us in India,it was amo-
ment of immense pride and joy to wel-
come Heads of State, Heads of Govern-
ment, d2legates and innovators from
across the world.
India brings scale and energy to

everything it does and this Summit :

was no exception. Representatives from

over 100 nations came together. Inno-

vators showcased cutting-edge Al prod-
ucts and services.

Thousands of young people could
be seen in the exhibition halls, ask-
ing questions and imagining possibili-
ties. Their curiosity made this the larg-
est and most democratised Al summit
in the world. 1 see this as an important
moment in India's development jour-
ney, because a mass movement for Al
innovation and adoption has truly tak-
enoff.

Human history has witnessed many
technological shifts that changed the
course of civilisation. Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) belongs in the same league
as fire, writing, electricity and the inter-
net. But with AL changes that once tock
decades can unfold within weeks and
impact the entire planet.

Alis making machines intelligent, but
itis even more a force multiplier for hu-
man intent. Making Al human-centric
instead of machine-centric is vital. At
this Summit, we placed human well-be-

ing at the heart of the global Al conver-
sation, with the principle of*Sarvajana
Hitaya, Sarvajana Sukhaya' (Welfare for
A!.LHappmess of All).

I have always believed that technolo-
gy must serve people,not the other way
around. Whether it is digital payments
through UPI or Covid vaccination, we
have ensured that Digital Public Infra-
structure reaches everyone, leaving
nonebehind.

I could see the same spirit in the Sum-
' mit,inthe work of our innovatorsindo-

mains like agriculture, security, assis-

tance for Divyangjan and tools for mul- |

tilingual populations.

There are already examples of the em- i

powering potential of Al in India. Re-

cently‘Sarlaben’, an Al powered digital -

assistant launched by Indian dairy co-

operative AMUL, is providing real-time -

guidance to 3.6 million dairy farmers,

mostly women,about cattle healthand

productivity in their own language.
Similarly an Al-based platform called

Bharat VISTAAR gives multilingual in- -
puts to farmers, empowering them :
with information about everything |

fromweather to market prices.

Humans must never becomemereda- .
ta points or raw material for machines. -
Instead, Al must becomie a tool for glob- -
al good, opening new doors of progress
. heretolaws and be verifiable.
MANAV, which means ‘human’, offers

for the Global South.

To translate this vision into action, In- |
dia presented the MANAV framework -

for hurman-centric Al governance.
M - Moral and Ethical Systems: Al
should be based on ethical guidelines.

A - Accountable Governance: Trans- |

parent rules and robust oversight.

N -National Sovereignty: Respect for :
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Totranslate this vision into.
action, India presented the
MANAV framework for hu-
man-centric Al governance.

M - Moral and Ethical Systems:

Al should be based on ethical

guidelines.

A-Accountable Governance:

Transparent rules and robust

oversight.

N -National Sovereignty: Res-

pect for national rights over

data.

A-Accessibleand lnclume‘ Al
hould notbear P

V-Valid and Lagltlmate' AI must

adhere to laws and bevenﬁable

MANAYV, which means 'human,
offers principles that anchor Al
inhuman values in the 21 st cen-

tury.

national rights over data

A-Accessible and Inclusive: Al should :

not beamonopoly.

V- Valid and Legitimate: Almust ad-
- family-guided engagement, reflecting

principles that anchor Alin human val-
uesin the 21 st century.

Trust is the foundation upon which |
| AT’s future rests. As generative systems
flood the world with content, demo-
. cratic societies face risks from deep- |

fakes and disinformation. Just as food
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carries nutrition labels, digital content
! must carry authenticity labels. I urge
. the global community to come togeth-
. er to create shared standards for water-
. marking and source verification.India
- has already taken a step in this direc-

tion by legally requiring clear labelling

. of synthetically generated content.

The welfare of our childrenis a matter
close to our hearts.

Al systems must be built with safe-

guards that encourage responsible,

the same care we bring to education
systemns worldwide.

Technology yields its greatest ben-

efit when shared, rather than guard-

ed as a strategic asset. Open platforms

can help millions of youth contribute to
making technology safer and more hu-
man-centric. This collectiveintelligence

. some of the largest and me

is humanity's greatest strength 5,
evolve as aglobal common gog
We are enteringan erawhere,
and intelligent systemns will
co-work and co-evolve. Entiy
professions will emerge. Wh
ternet began, no one could
the possibilities. It ended up
huge number of new opportun;,_ 1
sowill AL
1am confident that our emnp,,
youth will be the true drivers s, o
age.We are encoura ging skillin , -
ing and lifelong learning by p,

skilling programmes in the v;

India is home to one of th
largest youth populations an
ogy talent. With our energy
and policy clarity, we are uni
tioned to harness AI's full po
this Summit, I was proud to se.
companies launch indigenous g
els and applications, reflectin
nological depth of our young ;;..

tion community.

To fuel the growth of our Al &, o

structure foundation. Unde;

dia Al Mission, we have depl

sands of GPUs and are set tp

more S000n. BY ACCESIINE W L

computing power at highly aff:~

rates,even the smallest startups ...
cormne global players.

Further, we have established ar..
al Al Repository, democratisin; ;..
to datasets and Al models. Fror, ..
conductors and data infrastruc: -

. vibrant startups and applied re
we are focusing on the complet:-
chain.

India’s diversity, democracy =
- mographic dynamism provi:
right atmosphere for inclusive i
tion.

Solutions that succeed in Ins;
serve humanity everywhere.7:
. why our invitation to the world :
Design and develop in India [

* tothe world.Deliver to humaniy

- The writer is Prime Minister i



