National News

p!'“_fu?m"rdﬁ] TgéS_DM’_. MARCH 10, 203,

————

www,monitor.m.uE

‘Women of power,

influence running
Museveni’s govl

BYBUSEIN SAMILU

resident Museveni on Sunday

said women have proven

to be better leaders and

managers than their male
coun

In a speech read by Vice

President, Maj (rtd) Jessica Alupo,

on the occasion to mark the
International Women's Day at the
Kololo Ceremonial Grounds, Mr
Museveni said women, having been
empowered by his government,
have not only taken over positions
of leadership but also served well
withmore diligence.

Ministry

Prime Minister

“During our resistance against
dictatorships, we treated everyone
equally; and I found the women to
be much more resolute than many
men,"he said.

“Women have additional seats,
which they compete for. That way,
we have been able to increase their
numbers in public office, and the

women have proved to be better

leaders and managers than the
men."he added.

To interrogate the statement,
Daily Monitortakes a deep dive into
President Museveni's current 2021-
2026 government, and analyse the
line up of women in his Cabinet, the
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Parliament, Judiciary, the armed
forces, ministries, departments, and
pencies.

Over the last six elective terms, Mr
Museveni has been deliberate in
increasing the number of female
ministers in his Cabinet, although
political experts say the number is
still disproportionate, given the fact
that women make up the biggest
percentage of the population,

Cabinet

The Cabinet formed by President
Museveni in July 1996, following the
general election, comprised a 57-

=

man team.

The available data shows that
Ms Speciosa Wandira Kazibwe
was named Vice President in
that Cabinet, which Mr Museveni
constituted.

In his speech at the weekend,
regarding the power, influence,
and efficiency of women in his

government, Mr Museveni said

the ruling National Resistance
Movemnent (NRM) party,upon taking
over power, put in place reforms
that helped the women attain their
potential.

In President Museveni's
subsequent 2001-2006 government,
the number of women in the
Cabinet were 15 out of 64, but this
rose to 16 in the subsequent 2006-
2011 government, with four more
ministers added.

When the number of ministers
rose to 80 in the 2011-2016
government, President Museveni
gave out 22 ministerial positions to
the women, This number climbed
up by eight women in the next 2016-
2021 government and finally to37in
the current government, formed in
2021.

President Museveni in the current

government picked his former |

Education minister and Katakwi
District Woman MP,Maj (rtd) Jessica
Alupo,as his deputy.

Current statistics further shows
that 13 of the 32 Cabinet ministers
are women. Relatedly, 23 of the 50
ministers of State are wornen.

Permanent Secretaries
Mr Museveni's gender balancing
efforts have also cut across

. ministries, with 17 of the 34
' Permanent Secretaries being
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President Museveni also picked
Aminah Zawedde from Makerer,
University to manage the 107 a5
National Guidance ministry a5 i
Permanent Secretary. The Minitr,
mledbyulex:nkmﬁstlomnl'armn,
Chris Baryomunsi,and deputised i
two ex-oficios Dr Joyce Ssebugusuyg
and Mr Godfrey Kabbyanea.

Other female Permaneng
Secretaries are Ms Irene Batehe of
Energy and Mineral Development .
Dr Diana Atwine for Healtl,
Catherine Bitarakwate (Pullic
Service), and Dr Kendraca
Turyagenda for Education and

Sports.
Judiciary

President Museveni has over the
years exercised the appointment
of justices of the Supreme Court,
justices of the Court of Appeal, ind
judges of the High Court, with 3
gender lens.

The list of judicial officers as or
January 28 indicates that fermale
Justices, judges, registrars and
magistrates make up 50.7 perc
of the total 706 members. Of the .
judges and justices, 61 are female
Atotal of 44 (55.6 percent) of the 71
registrars are female, and at leas:
49.8 percent of the 508 magstrates
arealsofemale.

The position of the Principal Judze.
the third highest in the Judiciar
is held by the former Director of
Public Prosecutions. Ms Jane France

Appeal also being female, and 3* f

the 66 High Court judges also
female, as well as making up
biggest number (14) of the 22 actir.-
Judges.

In total, the Judiciary has 332
fernale and 348 male officials

Parliament
Ofthe 556 members ol

189 are women, with 146 of them
being District Woman MPs, 14
directly elected constituency
representatives, three Feale army
representatives, two Fernale Workers
representatives, two Female Youth
MPs,three Persons with Disabilities
(PWDS) fernale MPs, and three Older
Persons representatives,and 14 Ex-
Officio fernale MPs.

F ,in terms of numbers of
chairpersons heading the Sectoral
and Standing Committees, the
fernale MPs head only four of the 16
Sectoral committees, and four of the
Standing cnes.
Armyand police
Noticeably, there are fewer women
holding key positions in the army

and police.For example, in police, out
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