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'FDC party headquarters

seized over sh10m debt

By Nelson Kiva

The Forum for Democratic Change (FDC) party
headquarters at Najjanankumbi, a city suburb,
have allegedly been seized since Monday by a
stationery supplier, Stephen Wafula, who claims
the party owes him sh10m.

Wafula told New Vision yesterday that he had
supplied FDC stationery worth sh10m.

He said the stationery was used during the
party delegates conference held on November
24 this year to elect the new party president at
Namboole stadium.

Wafula said the supplies included registers,
access cards, books and pens.

“I had initially suggested that they advance me
60% of the money, the 20% on delivery and the
other 20% at a later stage. But the party secretary
general, Nandala Mafabi, convinced me that they
will be able to pay me all the money in advance
and on delivery, something I accepted and I
offered a discount to them.”

Wafula explained: “I was doing this because
I loved my party and I have been tolerant with
them. I had warned them before that they always
delay to pay me, but they assured me of prompt
payment.”

Wafula explained that even during the 2015
delegates’ conference, where they elected Dr
Kiiza Besigye, as the party’s flag-bearer the 2016
elections, he supplied the party stationery. He
said even then, they delayed to pay him to the
extent that the last instalment was made in April
this year. However, we will strike a compromise
with the party leadership. I think I will hold and
address a press conference to clarify further on
the matter,” he said.

When New Vision visited the party offices
yesterday moming, the main gate on Entebbe
Road was closed. There were two men manning
the small gate and any identification showing
that you are a journalist, was enough to deny you
access to the offices.

“Are you a party member? If you are a journalist,
please go back and call the party president or the
secretary general for further information,” one of
the men said.

The people in the neighbourhood, who spoke
on condition of anonymity, said the gate to the
party offices is always open. Therefore, being

FDC party offices in Najjanankumbi, Kampala allegedly closed oer defaulted rent.
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Party svice president
AliceAlaso said the
National Executive
Committee had
approved and
authorisedthe secretary
general towithdraw

sh8m and pay Wafula

closed at that time suggested something wrong.

The party vice-president Alice Alaso confirmed
that Wafula had been camping at the offices
since Monday. Alaso said the National Executive
Committee had approved and authorised the
party secretary general to withdraw sh8m and
pay Wafula.

Registering her concern regarding the
whereabouts of the money, Alaso said this was
even before the delegates’ conference.

“I appeal to the party secretary general and the
entire party leadership to ensure that Wafula is
paid, because it is a great embarrassment to the
party to have offices seized by the man who has
genuine claims,” Alaso said.

When New Vision contacted Nandala Mafabi on
the phone, he said: “Let him sleep there. How can
someone leave his home to come and sleep at the
party offices? I have no time; good day.”
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