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Cartoon. Uganda's higher education system is undergoing @ Sty 
introduction of a new university curriculum. 
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Develop liberation struggle 
sites mto tourism centres 

ganda possesses one of Africa’s most 
unique and valuable tourism assets 
‘but yet to be exploited: its living liber- 
ation history While many countries 
tell their stories of struggle and na- 
tion-building through museums and 

archives, Uganda still has the rare advan- 
tage of having many of the very individuals 
whoshaped its modern history alive today 
Uganda'scompelling liberation history has 

the potential to be oneof the country’s most 
‘treasured tourism assets, if properly doc- 
umented,preserved and presented to the 
world From the struggles of independence to 
theturbulent postindependence periods the 

. Velerans could serve as 
trained interpreters of 
the history they helped 
create, offering visitors 
insights and emotional 
storytelling that cannot 
be found in text books. 
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storytellingtourismadvantage that very f-,, 
mmnishflmwvddunclammmfll'mr 
ism perspective.this presents an extraor 
nary economic opportunity. 
Global market researchshovrs that the 

‘broader heritage and liberation tourism cc. 
torwas valuedatabout USD 500 billion in 
2004andis projected toexceed USD 300 b 
lionby 2033.This demonstrates that histor- 
ical andliberation-based tourism is a rapic. 
Iygrowing niche within the global travel i, 
dustry. i 
By transforming memory into opportun. 

tyand turning patriotisminto an e 
throughliberation tourism. Uganda ca 
E‘]p];l!henmxrismsam'ngmme than three. 

‘Theideais straightforward: transform ke-, 
historical locationsintostructured tourism 
circuits wherevisitors can learn about 
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1ddi Amin rule and theeffortsto overthrow dasjourney fromthe real heroes and their 
him,aswell as the years of protracted Bush storyincorporated intoa national narrat 
War struggle are a story embedded in the peo- Sites associated with major turning po 
plewholivedit. theliberationstruggle could be developed i, 
‘Prominent personalities like President Mu- toheritage centres museuns or guided his 

seveni Bidandi Ssali Kintu Musoke and Isra- torical trails. 
el Mayengo have lived through the country’s Veterans could serve as trained interpret. 
‘modern history and present avaluablere- ofthehistory they helped create,offering 
source for grounded national narrative. itorsinsights and emotional storytellin: 

tourismis 3 cannot be found intext books. Such ex 
fromsimple wildlife and sightseeingtomean-  people connectedtothe historywalkthe ences wouldnot only preserve national . 
ingful storytelling and documentationofhu-  pathswhereeventsoccurred,andleavewith  orybut alsostrengthen tourism as a form. 
‘man experiences This shift reflectsthegrow-  adeeperunderstandingofanation'sjourney.  education, nationalidentity and cultural di 
ingdemand for what tourism expertscallex.  Museums heritage traik, guided storytelling - 

and cultural tourismaccounts . modern tourism experiences. . » 
for nearly 40 percent of global tourism travel. Itisimportanttonotethat this opportunity 
Ugandz's tourism sector is alreadyacashcow  will not exist forever. Astime passes,the gen- 
bringingin between $1.2-$13 billion annually _ eration that participated directly in the coun- 
inrecentyears,afigurethat canbetripledby  try's liberation struggles willinevitably fade 
simply structuring our story and attachinga ing their memories,documenting 
commercial valueonit. their experiencesandintegrating theirstory 
Inmany countries aroundthe world,visitors ~ asanationalnarmativesisnotonly ahistorical  country could creat he mostcor 

walk throughmemorial hallsreadingabout  responsibility butstrategicobligationweowe  ling historical tourism narratives in Afic. | 
eventsthat happened generations ago, gui mef\mnegmmdnns.r\ndfifl?estmymdn ! 

byhistoriansinterpreting the lives ofindivid-  thisistoinvestn iberation tourismtoday. R Wik 6o & travet I 
‘als who passed away long time ago. Aslongasthis generation remains withus, " and military veteran. 
Visitors want tohear authenticstoriesmeet  Uganda possessesalucrativeexperiential and z 
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