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' Enhance 
home security * 
with canine 
protection 
Inmany homes and security installa- 
tions today, a dogis more thanacom- 
panion as it is the first line of defence 
athome and even in some offices. 

BY GEOFFRYEY OYET OKWERA 

he recent murder of Pamela Tum- 
webaze,a Director of Students Af- 
fairs at Uganda Christian Universi- 
1y (UCU) following the infltration 

of akillerintoher home has entshock- 
waves through herneighbourhood and 
beyond. The tragic incident has reig- 
nited concerns about the safety of res- 
idents,vulnerabiliy of private homes, 
evenin seemingly secure settings. 
Many Ugandan homeowners often 

associate gated properties with guar- 
anteed protection, believing that con- 
trolled access points and perimeter 
fencing offer sufficient security Howev- 

exthis incident has demonstrated that 
such environments are not immune to 

Fr e i securi 
Thereisaclear  andcommunity viglance may provide 

trendin  onlyaflsesenseof: 
8 romberof (el ek st in Klambiro,a jgandans who 2 suburb, suspected gangs at- veluedogs ot tempted to break into a residential 
justaspets, but  property. Their plan was foiled by the ‘asanimportant  swift response of the Uganda Police 

ofhome  Force, following timely information [ from lert area residents. The coord: Manynowsee  natedefort prevented wht couldhave themasthe  been another distressing tragedy,un. e neof derscoring the importance of commu- 
defence” nity-police collaboration. Davidluyim- In another disturbing development, b popular TikToker Diana Namulinde, 
sraderia | wideyknown s Diana Sy r Rih: 

was reportedly murdered in a sus- - pected robbery.She was found dead in 
‘her apartment in Kwaata Zone, Kyan- ja Ward, Kawempe Division, an inci 
dent that has further heightened anxi- 
ety among urban dwellers about apart- 
‘ment security and personal safety 

incidents paint a troubling pic- 
ture of evolving criminal tactics that 
target both standalone homes and 
apartments They also highlight ritcal 

. gapsin esidential security systems, in- 
dluding inadequate surveillance, poor 
vetting of domestic workers or service 
providers,limited neighbourhood co- 
ordination, and delayed emergency re- 

mechanisms. sponse 
Renewed discussions have ensued 
about the need for heightened vigi- 
lance,improved neighbourhood coor- 
dination, and stronger collaboration 
with security agencies. While gated 
communities provide an added layer of 
‘protection, experts emphasize that se- 
curity is most effective when residents 

Inmany homes 
and security 
installations 

today,adog 
ismore thana 
companionasit 
isthe firstline of 
defence at home 
and eveninsome 
offices. 
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remainalert,investinadditional reas- 
ures such as; use of ecurity dogs CCTV 
surveillance, alarmsystems amonigoth- 
ers. 

Dogsasalternativemeasure 
Apart from the common burglary 

risks suchas; weak gates, porous perim- 
eter walls, and houses located in solat: 
‘ed or open areas, dogs continuetooffer 
supplementary layer of security pro- 
tection. They provide early waming by 
barking and alerting homeowners in 
the presence of intruders, often deter- 
Ting potential criminals before they at- 
tempt tobreakin. 
In many homes and security installa- 

tions today,a dog is more than a com- 
panion asitis the first line of defence at 
homeand eveninsome offices. 
From gated residences to warehouses, 
farms and private security firms, dogs. 
playa critical role in protection, detec- 
tion,and deterrence.Yet while their val- 
ue is widely recognised, the financial 
risk associated with their health is of- 
tenoverlooked. 

Doginsurancointhooffing 
Mercy Mellisa Achen observes that 

the expense of maintaining dog dis- 
courages many homeowners, making 
doginsuranceavaluablealternative. 
*Dog insurance protects homeowners 

| fromsudden financialstrain. Instead of 
ship 

| Daudi Mugabi, the Statewide Insur- 

ance (SWICO) corporate affairs manag- 
er.urges Ugandans to consider dog in- 
surance as part of their boader secu- 
ity strategy, especially amid the rising * 
concemnsof crime across the country 
Dog insurance is designed to help 

e unexpected inancial 
exposure arising from llness, injuror 
lossof aninsured dog. i 
Mugabi notes that dog insurance in 

Uganda was developed in line with the country's regulatory framesrork, 
reflecting international best p 
while being adapted to suit local 
ditions. This ensures that policyhold: 

protection tailore 
he Ugandan market. 

ervices and 
y used by privat 

factones, warehouses,and gat 
munities. [n many of these 2 
dogs represent significant financial in- 
vestment and functional value. 
“In many of these settings, dogs rep- 

resent siznificant financial and func- 
tional value.yet they remain complete- 
Iy uninsured Home owners need to pri- 
oritise the inclusion of dogs as security 
measures and take areat care through 
insuring them, reiterates Mugabi. 
Mugabi adds that insuring securi- 

ty dogs not only safeguards the finan- 
cial investment made in acquiring 
and training them, but also guarantees. 
timely access to quality veteninary care 
in case of llness, injur,F unexpected 
incidents. - 
Some of the insuranee plans for 

the dogs include; accidental injuries, 
Tlness-related treatment, veterinary 
consultations and diagnostics, surgery 
and hospitalisation, prescribed medica- 
tionamongothers. . 
Some Ugandans also do not know 

that dogs play different roles and not 
all are suited to play the security role 
in homes. While some are kept as pets, 
there are those that are specifically car- 
‘marked for security purposes, 
Herbert Ogwang a dog trainer with 
Uganda Police under the Dog section 
department says the Germany Shep- 
herd, Rottweiler are the mostideal for % 
security at home. But he says for effec- 
tiveness, home cwners should feed the 
dogs on recommended schedules like; 
morming afternoon and evening, 
“These Germany Shepherds have a 

longerlifespan, spanning upto 17 years 
yet they are also loyal compared to the 
otherssays Ogwang 

Increaseddemandfor dogs 
‘The growing wave of insecurity across. 
urban centres has significantly in- 
creased the demand for dogs, especial- 

choosing between theirsecurity and f- 
Rances,nsurance ensures timely access 
toquality veterinary care; she sys. 
Achennotes that secuity doss 

ticularly highly alert and specially 
st s ar considered working 
assets due to the rigorous training they 
undergo to assist in patrols,detection, 
tracking,and crime prevention opera-  lyin residential areas. X 

tions,oenin highriskenvironments. David Luyimbazi,a dog breeder in 
“These dogs face occupational haz-  Kansanga,observes that more residents 

ards such as injuries during operations,  are now appreciating dogs as an adde¢ 

Stress related conditions,and exposure  layer ofhome secunty. 
toharmfulsubstances;Achenadds.  “Thereis aclear upward trend inth 
“Achen says doginsurance helps safe-  number of Ugandans who value dog 
uand i nvestment by iEEOgt ot st 35 et but :\nh:;m 
erinary medical expenses,replacement part of home protection.| 
costsin caseofloss o permanent - themasthe s neof defnce! i 

lic liability in situations ains. 
lfizm‘bmmadv&muy cause  He adds that beyond individi 
injuryorproperty damage whileondu  homeowners,several private secw 
W companics are also i 
With rising concerns about safety in dogsto reinforce protectionat igh- 

residential areas, Achen emphasizes e residences and VIP homes. 
thatinsuring security dogs is notjust  “Some security organisations 
about pet care,but also about srength  from us and deploy these dogs & 
eningoverallbome and corporatesecu-  homes and other sensitive prer 
ity resilience. The demand keeps increasing be 
‘The Uganda national Institute of  people want reiable responsive: 

Public health, estimates over 700,000~ ty’hesays. 
owned dogs, with about 13 percentof  Accordingtodogbreeders thes 
households keeping them, primari-  flectsa broader mindset change 
Iy for security rather than companion-  dogs are increasingly regarded 

i companions and strategic secy 
sets. 
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