By Chris Mugasha

Bushenyi district rejects NAADS sup

Authorities of Bushenyi district have
reiected 2 consignment of cassava
cuttings worth millions of shillings
from the National Agriculture Advisory
Services (NAADS) secretariat accusing
the body of poor planning. NAADS had
sent 1,245 bags of cassava cuttings to
the distna for farmers to plant.

The authorites said they asked for
mputs for farmers to plant during the
rziny season, between March and April,
but 1o their surprise, the items arrived
lz1e when the dry season is setting in.

In lewer dated Mav 14, Robinah
Tumwebaze, an  assistamt  chiefl
zéministrative  officer, said: “Most
of the farmers they had targeted 10
plant Cassava praclice intercropping
of casszva in beans, sweet potatoes
and groundnuts, which are now at the

They asked the NAADS secretariat
w0 refer the allocaton 10 August, when
{armers will be ready and the season
will be conducive for planting.

The dismict chairperson,  Jaffari
Bassapabalaba, criucised NAADS for
sending the inputs late

Rassanahalaba wondered why
™A ADIS fails 10 dehver the inputs at the
heginning of the rainy seasons.

“We are suffering food insecurity in
e drsmar due 1o this kind of lack of
o same ol the government
ALOTIOICN Y he warned
The rog il InteTnal seourin ofhcer,
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Adik Adok, said: "Whoever s behund
this supply of inputs is not aware of the
seasons of planung in Uganda or he
she 1s after something,” he noted

The Bushenyi disirict head  of

Operation Wealth Creanon programme
(OWC), Maj. Eric Kigambwoha, blamed
the NAADS secretariat for delaying w
release the call-off orders 1o supplers.

Lorries laden with cassava cuttings from NAADS parked at Busheny|
district headquarters. Photo by Chris Mugasna
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Kigambwoha said the cassava cuttip
were supposed to reach farmers it
March. F |
“Ir 1s unformunate that our people mis
out on such opportunities just becawse
of poor planning by the NAADS
secretariat.” He said the supplier had
been forced to drive back the cassav
cumings back to the secretariat
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