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Asyouareushersd intohis compound 
At Kiteezl, o Kampala suburb, your irst sight s dilapidated tractor and 
the sounds of ool cows. 
He s been in the dalry farming 

businese since 1972 when he cut his 
teeth with one focal breed. He has 

ne on to fntroduce 8 ‘Milk Rar” in 
Uganda that isust astone throw from 
his 30-acre farm In Kiteezi-Lusanja, 
He has weathered storms and 

regimes and persisted to hecome a 
popular millesupplier in Kampala, 
With 20 exotic milk producing cows. 
The most memorable moment in his 

Mife is from 1982, when government 
soldiers invaded his and his friends* 
hendinKasala, Mubonoandate them 
all, 
“1had taken my cows from here to 

hide them in Kasaala. To my dismay, 
Rovemment soldiersunder Brig, Oyite 
Ojok came and ate more than 200 

cattle we owned with my colleaguies; 
Andrew Lubega, GM Kityo (RIP) and 
Mpalampa Musisi.” he says. 

They took on the government 
through courts of law and ot their 
compensationa few years later. 
“We had evidence and we were 

Knownall overas prominent farmers. 
Although we got a refund, it wasn't 
worth our cows and we spent it 
right away without doing anything 
profitable,” Kanyike adds. 
Kanyike's redemption came in 1988. 

The early government of President 
Museveni introduced a barter trade 
policy that saw Ugandans give 
Germany coffee in exchange for high 
breed cows, 
“We would go to designated points. 

Sueh as Njeru to get these German 
breed cows which in most cases 
Wwere just months, from producing. Although most of us got instant 
milk yields, most farmers without 
knowledge fomaintain them suffered 
ereat losses” hesays. 
o bolster his farm, Kanyike got 

a loan from the defunct Uganda 
Commercial Bank (UCB). He used the 
money  to buy machinery, a pickup 
truckand other necessities that took 
his farm to another level. 

Trained to be a farmer 
After his formal education at 

Namilyango College, St Peter’s 
College, Tororo and St Peter’s 
Nsambya, Kanyike enrolled for a 
diploma course in Soil Science at 
Namulonge agricultural institute. 
In 1961, he applied for a scholarship 

in England from where he attained 
another Diploma in Soil Science. 
He worked, toured and continued 
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to gain experience in many European 
Countrics such as Holland, Germany 
and Belgium. 
“IcamebackandwenttoNamulonge, 

1 had a stint with Unesco before 
heading to Kyambogo Institute (noW. 
Kyambogo University) where Itaught 
for nine years before calling it quits; 
says Kanyike, whose memory is stil 

impressive even in his advanced age. 
He took the writer on a tour of his 

30-acre farm for close to two hours 
without rest but only a walking stick 
to give him balance. The farm has 
cows, poultry, bananas and grass. 
From Kyambogo, he was recruited 

as an examiner for then East African 
Community (EAC), working with Prof 
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Asaph Wandera, Bazilio Kiwanuka, 
Mathew Bukenya (retired Uneb 
secretary) before retiring in 1974 to 
concentrate on his budding farm. 
“By this time, my wife, who I met 

at the education ministry, was 
looking after our farm and children 
as 1 traversed the world. We built 
our house on the farm for close 
‘monitoring which has worked in 

Saturday 
ST, 

1 by, 

our fa 
Kanyl 

My o, A Y, 

Baentng hasg, 
in datry "»v..,' 
Dalry farmirne fs p,, 

on the farm and - 
I had o vary 
on e " 
“We keep 

We make 

of the year on v 
sl it off to i 
moment s ot o 1. 
of milk dlly frop, 11" 
have 20 

my vy 0y 

records 1) 
i o, Mgy "y 

Oty | 11/ 
s tha ", 

D ) 
e aeeret codu 

in milk productio,”], 
research about the by, Yin, " 
to keep, croms brogy 15y, 
own feeds and gq o May', 
technologies to ;,,,,,,’{’ . 

V. " 
¥ 

Swiss, and Guery . 
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which eliminates tho b1, 
being expensive. A 

Mixed farming 
‘boost P, 

After visiting South 4 
years ago, Kanyike T 
mixed farming becays, Thr,, 
available market for the ther, 
and interdependency P 
enterprises. o 0 
Hehasa piggery unit thy, 

under the IMO (indige, “Per,, 
organism)_technology "* i, 
bananas that get manur, {7 
animals and has ready /"0 /1 
Kiteezi. ey ¢ 
He grows cow grass iy, | 
whichreduces the money y 15, 
have been spent on silye, n"»h,‘, q 
cotton. g 

“The products from his 
areusedat his milk farm tg - i, 
cream, burgers, chapattis, o 4¢1c. 
Gther food tuff. A 60021155 
alsowaits todistribute to ez, 
from Kampala and beyong, 
He has over the time |, 

five children into farming ‘(¢ b 
his daughters handles th'y,"™ ot 
section at home while the 7 
‘manages the milk bar. Othey 

Challenges 
“Vaccines and other pegg;. 

Temain eXPERSive as s the 
artifiial insemination, Bacy ; 
day, we used 10 have farmer" ¢ 
that would ive s freetractgy ¢ 

i udes to th He alludes to_the higy 
wnover a5 the othey L% 
issue. Training a trustworty,, ing 
experienced farm manager ;! 21 
another hurdle. Kanyike ey 20 
government tolower the higy o* O 
tariff and give a few incentive. 
Jocal investors like him who tes 0 
employment opportunities, ¢ 
“Farming_in urban areq 

becoming difficult yetin ctig 3, 
I have visited like Tel Aviv (jory 
itis the trend. Land encroachye.! 
is rampant and T am currenty . court over land issues,” revegl2s 
crestfallenKanyike, whoonce s 
the Dairy Development Authory 
(DDA) and is a former boy, 
member of Uganda Manufac 4 Association (UMA). Tl 
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