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tion.Ambition is fine. Ambition is
what gets children out of bed on
days when they would rather not.
But ambition without informa-
tion is just wishful thinking,and
wishful thinking is not a parent-
e thing about parentingis | g exhausting journey, your child - ing strategy. There is a trending
matemparmttmnksmey | still cannot do math, and now sonvwhemammerwhopmdfuﬂ
know their child more than * theyalso hate you alittle bit. school fees for a doctor is wonder-
anyone. The fact is you know - * - Alternatively, you could lis- = ing how he ended up with a taxi
aversion of your child they allow . ten.You could say,“Tell me more  conductor instead.
toshow you. You probably think | - about this art thing"You could I guarantee you someone told
they are actually good at math. enroltheminanextraartclassin-  him. Some teacher, somewhere,
youlookat that 50 percentonthe . | - stead of the third round of math ~ probably in O-Level, probably
reportcardand youthinkWitha = = ' coaching. You could watch them  during one of those difficult
little coaching, my child couldbe * | - lightupinstead of shut dowm. conversations, said something
asurgeon.” You see the way they Iam not saying abandon ambi-  gentle like,“He is wonderful with
argue about bedtime and you people, very persuasive, but the
think,“Chief Justice or at least a : sciences are astruggle”
Jegislator: Definitely” Teachers are And he nodded politely and
Before you get your heart bro- " went home and signed his son up
ken, pleasestop. not blinded bY for more science tutoring anyway.
I say this with love, because , ! love.Thev d Because love.Because dreams. Be-
too,have been a fool. Love makes ' ey do cause my child will be different.
fools of all of us. That is its job. : But children are not different.
Lovelooks atachild whodisman- : I}Ot Cal:e’ ey Children are children. They
tlesaradiointo 17 piecesandcan- little blt, about have strengths and weaknesses
not put it back together and says, | just like the rest of us. And the
i s AR - E = e T : YOUI' dreams kindest thing you can do, the
Love looks at a child who draws thmg you will never have con- | hurts: Teachers spendmorewak - “Your child is struggling with - for your child. wisest thing,is to see them clearty.
on every available surface,walls, : text. They know that yes, your : ing hours with your child than : fractions”or“She has a genuine : Not as the doctor you wanted.
homework, the cat, and says,“Pi- | daughter writes beautiful stories, : you do.Iknow.It stings.Butitis : gift for art, but sciences may not ' TheY care about ot as the lawyer you never
casso” Sometimes love is right. : butshe also cannot add fractions : true. From January to Decem- : be her thing” And the parents thine f: - became. Just as them. The child
imes love is so spectacular- : to save her life. They know that : ber,Monday through Friday,your ;| nod politely, smile through ' some glar who argues about fares like a
ng that years later, you are . yoursonisawizard atscienceex- : child belongs to them. They see : clenched teeth,andgohometo . more useful: parliamentarian. The child who
standing in a taxi park wonder- : perimentsbutcannotsitstilllong ; the unvarnished version, the : sign up for more math tutoring ' 2 - can talk anyone into anything.
ingwheretheschoolfeeswent.  : enoughtoreadapicturebook. | version that does not perform : anyway. Because love. Because : The child who might just build a
This is where teachers come | Do you want to hear this? No. : love for you, the version that for- : dreams.Because my child willbe taxi empire someday
in. Teachers are not blinded by . You want to hear that yourchild : gets homework,the version that : different. . Listen to the teachers. They are
love. Teachers do not care,even : is exceptional in every possible : cheats at card games duringin- ;| But hereis what happens when the only people who love your
a little bit, about your dreams : way. You want to hear that the | doorrecess. : you ignore that information. : ¢ childenoughtotell you the truth.
for your child. They care about : fractions thingis afluke,atem- | Every year, without fail, | You pay for math tutoring. You 1 - And the truth, however incon-
something far more useful; reali- : porary glitch,a conspiracy by the : teachers sit down across from : threaten. You cajole. You cry. : venient,is the only thing that will
ty. They see your child every day, : school system to keep your geni- | anxious parents and have the | Your child cries. Everyone is : save you both from standing in
alongside 20 or 30 other children, : usdown. i conversations no one wants : miserable.And at the end of this : a taxi park one day, wondering
which means they have some- : But here is the truth, and it : to have. They say things like, : long, expensive, emotionally : whereit all went wrong.
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