Encroachment. A house that was built in a wetland In Gurua Cell, Arua Municipality. Many people in Arua District are encroaching on wetlands becausa of rapid urbani=ation,

PHOTOBY CLEMENT ALUMA

which has lnd to increass of land prices.

Rapid urbanisationimpact Arua wetlands

Developing. Due to rapid urbanisation in
Arua, land for development is becoming
expensive thus forcing local investors

to buy land near wetlands and also raze

Sadly, the quick pace of develop-
ment means uncontrolled encroach-
ment on the fragile eco-systems by
the teeming population in Arua as
those who can’t match the speed of
quick urbanisation are being pushed

“Our wetlands are
heavily encroached
on because of

Shs200m and Shs300m for residen-
tial plots (60x120 feet), while costs of
commercial plots in the central busi-
ness district goes for as Shs500m and
above (45x60 feet).

The slums have now been cleared

The National Environment Regula-
tions of 2009, require owners or op-
erators of facilities, whose activities
are likely to have a significant impact
on the environment to establish en-
vironmental management systems
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