
Address deficits that 
make us all less safe 

in whi t he latest incident in which an armed law enforcemen 
officer snapped after expressing indignation a]k hég:i 
on the wrong side of a power dynamic is deq:i i 
bling. Moses Anguyo,a prison warder attache o the 

Uganda Prisons Service (UPS),shot’dead four Heaple atk 

ga Central Prison. Two of the victims were his supervisors. 
‘The victims have been named as Hope Catherine, the depumtg 
officer-n-charge of Kiboga Central Prison; Bright Akishuri, th 
third in command; and Sarah Ayebare, the wife of the officer in 
charge of the UPS facility Mr Anguyo s believed to have been an- 
gry and resentful of a verbal reprimand he received for using his 
phone in amanner deemec contrary to prison regulations. 
The prison warder’s gung-ho reaction killed a child, the 

fourth victim, unfortunate to be in the line of fire. The child 
was hospitalised but succumbed to the bullet wounds. 
The aforementioned shooting incident, in all its gori- 
ness, is not the exception but the rule. A litany of cas- 
es offer support, but we will revisit only a couple of them. 

In 2023, Ivan Wabwire, a police constable 
(PC)at the time, shot dead Uttam Bhandari, 
a moneylender, after failing to service a 

Thelssue:  debt north of Shs2 million. It would later Grime come to light that the Uganda Police Force 
(UPF) knew about PC Wabwire’s mental Our view: healthissues. A decision was taken to dis- W callupon  arm Mr Wabuwire after he was twice com. Stateactors  itted to Butabika National Referral Men- tobend every  tal Hospitalshortly ater joinineg the Force effort to in 2018. As well as not screening recruits P for mental health conditions, the UPF ad- onsure that law  ifisd to cinbmrrassing lagecs that sox enforcement e Wabwire steal a fellow PC' frearre o officers the day he committed a heinous crime. possess Still,in 2023, Pte Wilson Sabiiti,a national ar- the mental, my soldier, shot dead Col (rtd) Charles Okel- emotional, and 10 Engpla,then a junior Labour minister. af- physical fitness  terthetwoled tohave ameetingofminds. tohandie the ~ These rather disturbing cases raise perti. sponsibility RNt questions about whether law enforce.- peoponsbilty  ment officers have the requisite emotional ofa firearm intelligence to operate effectively and with publicconfidence in stressful situations, An unvarnished assessment indi- cates that there are way too many rough edges that demand urgent action. It is quite ev- ident—even to the uninitiated eye—that the body of knowledge our law enforcement officers religiously re- ceive is devoid of physical and psychological evaluation Continuing to gloss over such a key training component (i.e. Physical and psychological evaluation) i injudicious This, s e haveseen time and again, is not without consequences We,therefore, call upon Sate actors to bend every effort to er. Sure law enforcement offcers possess the mental, emotional, andphysical ftness to hanle the responsibility ofa Arearm. The. mental health crisis that is currently buffeting the country can- mlbeled\med!na[bomoleifanythingbecauseitisadearand 

ing Further, we ask that we beinformed 
have shortin our attempt ma:fi"’ 

.“‘ ~m‘»‘.m., e S\th:hI‘rwa General Manager 

never you feel that we these commitments, 
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