8 NEW VISION, Tuesday, March 6, 2018

Blood scarcity in  the
country has eased since
the commencement of a

countrywide donation drive in
response to a call by the health
ministry.

The blood shortage had
forced hospitals to suspend
major operations and
reschedule others, putting
many patients’ lives at risk.

“The Military Police came
out to participate in this
exercise after a call from the
Ministry of Health and the
army leadership,” Brig. Sabiiti
Muzeei, the newly-appointed
deputy Inspector General of
Police, who led the exercise at
Makindye Barracks, said.

Many soldiers participated
in the donation exercise which
commenced yesterday.

Sabiiti, who is the outgoing
commander of the Military
Police, donated blood, saying
it was a noble cause. He
said  soldiers  voluntarily
participated in the exercise
after they were approached by
their leaders. Sabiiti declined to
discuss his new appointment,
saying he would only do so
when he assumes the office.

“They (soldiers) know that
this is done to save lives, so
when we requested them to
donate, they responded well,”
he said, adding that blood

was needed by everyone
and there was no factory that
manufactured it.

Sabiiti encouraged the public
to join the blood donation
drive and asked the media to
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sensitise the public about it
because some people did not
know the advantages of doing
S0.

“We are donating to save
lives. When one donates blood,
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the body will produce more. It
would be selfish not to donate
blood,” Sabiiti stated.
Shamirah Asha Agip, a
phlebotomist at Uganda Blood
Transfusion Services (UBTS),
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said the shortage was not as
bad as it was when they made
the appeal.

Agip encouraged people
to continue donating blood
to reach the target of over
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