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Wht would you dofyou meta on? MOSES NAWPALA escries s spinechiling

Coming

Travedling ough Karmmola
region from Ka
e Upanda-South Sudan
porder, to Mbale, by road could
e & foumey to remember
The unique part of the
cvuntryside is that it has a
Landscape terram, as flat as &
toorhall pitch, sparse short
thomy-shrub trees and in this
time of the year, lush prass,
strvetching out as far as the ey
can see
Strangely, for a distance
of more than 400 miles, the
vehicle meanders through the
Karamola plains, there i1« handly
any trace of human habitation
by the moadside, vave for a fow
trading centres.
= By the time our Land Cruiser
amvad at Namatu, the last
trading ventre, south of the
plains of Pan Upe Wikdlife
Reserve belt, it was already
dark We had barely dinven a
mile into the park. when our
vehicle suddenly terked back
and forth before stopping.

“There you are!™ Denis
Ouma, our driver muttersd,
pleasantly surprised. The three
of us had insuncrively jumped
out of our skiny, almost
simultaneously, with emotions
bondering fright, alarm and
shock, when a braght gleam of
the headlamps of our vehide,
cast over the beast standing
majestically in the middle of
the dusty Moroto-Mbale foeder
oad.

“Itis as handsome as my
lirtle cat back home, except
for its size,” Kenneth Oloka
whisperad in awe.

The brown beast with a bold
mane rovally dominating the
edges af its face and neck, took
its time sweepits red tongue
around its mouth.

Further scrutiny reveals that
the beast’s mane was not fully

* developed.

Yet its facial features
suggested that it must have
been in the evening of its
Life. As if to assert its sense of
dominion, its mane stiffened,
cyes cringed to slits, then, it
sauntered, advandng towards
our stationary vehicle.

Its slow, but purposeful
strides had led it to the bright
right hand-side, headlamp of
the vehide we occupied.

Once there, it tipped back
its head, tongue popping out,
expaosing its cream set of tecth.
It licked, the glass enamel
around the head lamp and,
thereafter, regally strolled away,

~ fading into wilderness. And

there was a sigh of relief in
the car.

The episode was etched in
my mind, prompting me to
approach authorities of Pian
Upe Wildlife Reserve, a week
later, seeking the profile of the
brave, fierce and domineering
member of the cat family. Up

until that dramatic night, like
many game animal enthusiasts,
I believed that entire big cat
family had been wiped out of

e

WHY THEY MIGRATE

» Pian Upe Wildlife
Reserve is hosting
three juvenile llons
suspected to have
trekked for months,
from Klidepo National
Park, Young lions
malnly migrate for
adventure and to
avold territorial
battles with

elder llons,
———

the pame reseny:
According to the
Uganda Wildlife
Authonty chief
wanden, Fred Kizza,

that are reomvenng
from a gnm
turbulent past

When president
Idi Amin Dada
was ousted in the
late 19708, the
Kanmojone wamors
took advantage of
the confuston to kil
animals,

“Poachers have
continued to ceep
nto the park, killing
elephanty, girafles and
lions,” explainy Kizza

Chns Oryema, the
principal warden in change of
Pian Upe game reserve, in an
interview with the New Vision
over on big cats said: "Our
surveillance team says we are
hosting three juvenile lions
We suspect that they trekkad

formonths from Kidepo Valley

National Park, in the P
northeast of the country,
traversing southwards &
through Matheniko-
Bokora game reserve
and, finally, here,” Oryema
explained.

He says young lions migrate
for adventure.

i e

“Juvenile lions travel out of
a sense of fantasy and love for
adventure, born out of their

from elder lions that have

FACTS AROUT LIONS

® Lions usunlly live In groups of 10 to 15
animals called prides,
® An adult male's roar can be heard up to
akm away.
® A female lion needs Skg of meat a day.
A male one needs 7kg of more a day.
® Llons o on the hunt for food mostly
from dusk unt!l dawn, Female llons do
85-00% of the pride's hunting, while
the male lions patrol the territory and
protect the pride.
" In the wild, lions live for an average
of 12 years and up to 16 years. They
Iive up to 25 years In z00s.
® Most lions live In the savannah or
grasslands. Only one population of
wild forest-dwelling lions lives In Gir
Forest National Park, Indla.
® Female lions reach two-thirds of
thelr adult size by the time they
are two years old.
® Llons run at a speed of up to
B81kmph.
® Lions and tigers are so closely
related that If one shaved them, one

Thelr body structure is so similar
only experts can tell them apart.
Lions are also related to leopards

and Jaguars.

® They spend between

16 and 20 hours a day
resting and sleeping.
They have few sweat
glands so they wisely
tend to conserve their
energy by resting
during the day and
become more active
at night when it Is
cooler.
Internet sources

Oryema adds that theyalso  divided the animal sanctuary
migrate when they can no amongst themselves into their
longer stand physical taunts own teritories.

would not be able to tell them apart.

Itis almost improbable that

Leopards and tigers are closely related to lions. The three species and jaguars are in the cat family

face-to-face with

one would trace the rathey
discreet blg cars in Pian 1
on a bright moming

The vast expanse of Plan
Upe ts <andy, with a few
patches of rock, a result of
voleanke eruptions a million
years ago. Many rocks have,
however, since weathered, <o
much that some parts of the
park womld pass for a yard of
debric

There Is hardly a tree with
a height beyond 31, except
the thormy shrubs and a
few “elephant toothpicks™
(Sanscvieria)

At this time of the year, a
sizeable proportion of the
ground s a lawn of freshly
sprouting grass over the
<corched ones, creating
abundant pasture for
herbivorous game animals,
such as zebras, deers and
antelope.

A member of UWA
surveillance crew said he had
spotied the cats a few days
ago, sauntering around shrub
thickets on the edge of the
Lake Opeta 45km west of the
£aMe reserve.

Moments later, the UWA
truck we occupied set out for
the western end of the game
reserve. Although the journey
was fruitless, as we falled to
locate the cats, none among.
us regretied having tried. We
were consoled by a rare game
species, the shoebill stork that
we had not bargained for.

1 leamt from my host that
the fragile ccosystem of the
wetland around Lake Opeta, is
the only breeding ground for
these bird specics.

*Until we embarked on a
spirited campaign to sensitise
the fishermen and establish
a structure to protect the
sanctuary of the birds, the
fishermen used to wade
through the wetlands, wrecking
nests, which explains the
dwindling population of the
birds across the country,”
observes Oryema, regretfully

‘The shoebill stork, which is
catalogued among big flying
birds, stands at about a foot
high. It has an unusually, huge
and thick and hooked beak.

A shoebill stands looking
at us with dull sad eyes
that lend it a chronically
grim look that suggests
vulnerability.

James Odwor, a fisherman,
explains that apart from God
designing the shoebill's mouth
to scoop fish from the lake, he
gave it a sharp sight that can
enable it to spot its prey from
afar in seconds.

He adds: “One can spend a
day here without catching any
fish, but you can be sure to
spot a shoebill.”

“When it gets hungry, it
hovers around the lake and, in
just a few minutes, catches a
fish, more than enough for its
day’s meal,” explains Odwor,
with a chuckle.
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the king of the jungle
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Lotation of Pian Upe Gafme reserve
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Oryema as we stop at a safe

alocal UWA link. It was not long before they

fro
™ As we cruise past an
EmAsmsm patch of dry grass,
we startle a swarm of guinea
i, their wings ﬂ“PPm‘s
they scamper in
d] asa‘ the rude invasion. A
herd oraqlelopcs can be seen

in dry grass. ¥
Atthe sound of our rthlmg
engine, the antelopes prick
i i josity. They

o:;'{'nhem.' one of the

range shouted as we reached

on oursside for we finally
caught a glimpse of the cats.

erlooks the plains.
They must have chosen

1ake a panoramic viev:_ in
orderto spot some prey for
day’s meal,” observes

tactfully crept, into the
bcr_m.uh the rocky hill, ﬁ;’-‘“
toeing and resolutely chased
aftera deer.

Their prey, having sensed
l}.lc danger, sprinted out of their
sight and the three lions gave
up lhgir PUSUL, retreating back
to their spot.

According to Kizza, unlike
their cousins, the leopards and
chcegahs that prefer solitary
hunting, young lions hunt in a
gro

up.

“Abig catch, such as a
buffalo would see them
relieved from the awful chore
of hunting for a week,” he
observes. Oryema observes
that a lion leamns, by instinct,
the common routes and hang-
out places of its prey.

“Once it perceives the
routes, it also marks the time
when it is more likely to get a
catch.
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The three young
lions that have
migrated to Pian
Upe Wildlife
Reserve
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Jane Laim (28),
N

| had naver seen a lion,
until early this month,
Tha encounter with the
biqg cats happened two
weeks ago. My friends
and | had set out to
look for firewood when,
suddenly, we saw two
of the big cats. They
briafly stared at us and
went their way.

Rosemary Chiyel (32)
Namalu:

| have seen the lions
more than three times
in the last three weeks,
but | realised they were
harmless. The first time,
was late in the evening
when | was returning
from the nearby
borehole. It stopped,
looked on then decided
to give me way as it
went off into the bush

ignored it and it too
reciprocated, going
about its business.

Ann Lokeris:
The presence of the big:
cats is not new since

we have co-existed with
many other fierce wild
animals, such as the
cheetah and leopards.
We, including our
children that spend tin
grazing live stock in th
fields encounter such
wild animals regularly,
but we have not

registered any inciden
of attacks.
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