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Aworld without en-
forceable rules, the
powerml do not he-
come safer — they be-
come lonelier, and even-
tually, more vulnerable.
History does not reward
empires that mistake
impunity for strength,
writes Dr Allawj Sse-
manda

12019, as a doctoral student of Inter-

national Relations, 1 read the United

states of America (USA) media cover-

age of the 2003 l}'«\q invasion.1read all
the USA major print media outlets'cov-
erage of the war, starting from a month
pefore the USA invaded Imq until their
withdrawal (Tebruary 20,2003 to De-
cember201 1).

1 was reading for my research, which
focused on America’s securitisation of
foreign policy to legitimise Washing:
tag's extrnordinary measures during
@)sA'sillegal wars From the said cov-
erage.it wasclear: Op-Eds and editorials
in American media justified the USA's
invasion of Iraq, framing it as *libera-
tjon"of the country.

Twenty-three years later, we are
watchingthe news,espedially on Ameri-
can te]nidon_na\\'or)u,“'hm menand
women in suits continue to tell us that
the American-Israeli invasion of Iran is
aliberation of the country. Never mind
that this so-called liberation launched
by President Donald Trump and his

friend, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin |

Netanyahu, claimed the lives of at least
168 innocent school children aged be-
tween 7 and 12 when the US bombed
shajareh Tayyebeh Girls'School.

The unique part of this war s that it is
not only illegal, but its elements of war

crimes are publicly advertised on social |
media by the US president before and
aGer committing them. For example, :

&JS president has repeatedly boast- :
ed after US forces targeted civilian in- :
frastructure such as bridges and ener-

\

gy, which experts assert is against inter-
national law.Indeed, more than 100 in-

ternational law experts, including for- :
mer government legal advisors and ac- |
ademics from institutions such as Har- :

vard, Yale, and Stanford, among others,
have warned that the war violates the
UN Charter and constitutes war crimes.

The United Nations Charter — a doc-
ument the USA helped draft and sol-
emnly ratified — prohibits, under Arti-
cle 2(4), the use of force against the ter-
ritorial integrity of any sovereign state.
This Charter allows very limited excep-
tions for when a country would launch
an invasion against the other. These ex-
ceptions are: where a country is exer-
cising self-defence under Article 51,
and this is triggered only by an actu-
al armed attack, or explicit authorisa-
tion from the UN Security Council un-
der Chapter VII.For this war, neither of
these conditions exists. What exists in-
stead is a manufactured urgency — in-.
telligence assessments of intent, threat
projections. Even the USA intelligence
confirmed that Iran was not a threat to

Washington.Just days aftertheUSAand

Israel launched their war against Iran.
Ms Tulsi Gabbard, the director of US
National Intelligence, referring to the
'USA’s June 2025 strikes against Iran’snu-
clear fadlities, Gabbard told the Senate
Intelligence Committee hearing that“as
aresult of Operation Midnight Hammer,
Iran’s nuclear enrichment programme

was obliterated.. There have beennoef-

forts since then to try torebuild their en-
richment capability” With this,one can
confidently say Iran was not a threat
to the USA, and hence, the claim that
Washington and Tel Aviv attacked Iran
asapre-emptive option cannot stand.
Since February 28, we have watched
withmounting horror the thetoric from
Washington regarding this war. From
the President of the USA to his Secre-
tary of War, Mr Pete Hegseth, explicitly

People mourn
during the fu-

" neral of victims
following a
reported strike
by Israel and the

* United States
onaschoolin
Minab, Iran, on
March 3. PHO-
TO/REUTERS

floated theidea of targeting civilian in- :

frastructure inside Iran. "Tuesday will :

be Power Plant Day,and Bridge Day, all
wrapped upin one,in Iran. There will be
nothing like it!!!" Mr Trump posted on
Truth Social,a microblogging social me-
diaplatform.From aninternational law

ective,such threats are not amil-
jitary strategy but a textbook definition !

of war crumes.

The USA, which has always presented
jtselfas a guardian of international law,
mustunderstand thatinternational hu-
manitarian law,enshrined in the Gene-
va Conventions of 1949 and their Addi-
tional Protocols of 1977, is not merely a
suggestion but a binding law. The prin-

ciple of distinction — one of the oldest

and most fundamental rules of armed
conflict — requires warring parties at
all times to distinguish between com-
batants and dvilians. They must distin-
guish between military objectives and
civilian objects. These are not aspira-
tions but legal obligations that carry in-
dividual criminal responsibility under
the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court.. 3

In this war, we have already seen the
USA and Israel bombing Iran’s univer-
sities and hospitals. Personally, when I
watch such news,] think of the students
cramming for exams in libraries. When I
read about bombing Iranian hospitals,
what comes to mind are nurses, doc-

tors,and the patients who cannot evac-

XXXX,
In this war, we
have already

_seen the USA
and Israel
bombing
Iran’s uni-
versities and
hospitals...
Itis a delibe-
rate attack
on protected
persons and
protected
sites, which
constitutesa
grave breach
ofthe Geneva
Conventions,”
the author.

uate. When research hubs and scientific -

institutions are deslgnated as threats, |
thinkofthe scientists — the onenlogists,
the climate researchers, the enpgineers
— who are civillans by every measure
of international law. Targeting them is
not collateral damage. It is a deliberate
attack on pmtected persons and pro-
tected sites, which constitutes a grave
breach of the Geneva Conventions,

Africato pay for US-Israel's war

From history, we have seen that Afri-
caoften absorbs the shock-waves of con-
flictsit had no hand in starting.

Aware that Iran sits astride the Strait of
Hormuz, through which roughly 20 per-
cent of the world's traded oil flows dai-
ly, any sustained military disruption to
that passage guarantees disruption.

Countries like Uganda, Kenya, Tanza-
nia, Senegal, Ethiopla, will suffer fuel
price shocks that cascade through every
other sector, namely: transport, agricul-
ture, manufacturing, etc. Consequently,
we will see inflation rising, which will
add to the suffering of ordinary families,
already stretched due to slow econom-
ic recovery thanks to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and Mr Trump’s tariffs.

US-Israelwarsets bad precedent
For smaller and middle-power na-
tions, this war must be a wake-up call.
Just months after threatening to take
over Greenland, which shocked most

USA-Israel war against Iran
illegal, cementing precedent

European powers, President Trump
invaded Venezuela, a sovereign coun-
try, and abducted the president and
his wife and took themn to the US as he
boasted how he would own and con-
trol Venezuela's oill While several coun-
tries tturmed a blind eye to this issue, Mr
‘Trump decided to imvade ran. Should
the world normalise this law of the jun-
gle?

For decades, Western countries de-
manded that smaller states respect the
sovereignty of others, submit to interna-
tional courts, and comply with UN res-
olutions. Sadly, when smaller or middle
porwers are attacked bry Western powers
inviolation of the said rules, we see no
opposition from European friends!

Itis this double standard that erodes
the confidence of the Global South in
the rules-based global order. The West's
response to Israel's war against Gaza
and its response to the Russia-Ukraine
crisis exposed the West greatly. If the
West is not careful, America-Istael's war
on [ran may complete this erosion. Does
this matter? Yes. A world without en-
forceable rules, the powerful do not be-
come safer — they become lonelier,and
eventually, more vulnerable, History
does not reward empires that mistake
impunity for strength.

Thewriterisaseniorresearch fallow at,
the Davelopment Watch Centgoa.
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'\ TENDER NOTICE

The Office of the United Natlons High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Reprasentation in Kampala, Uganda,
invites registered, reputable, and qualified suppliers to submit firm offers for the tenders below:

o SUBMISSION
NO. TE?‘(DER REF.NO.  TENDER DESCRIPTION DEADLINE
. 2026,
Supply, delivery, and Installation of generators of various fhingd 4
1 | UNHCR/TB/2685 capacities across various refugee settlements in Uganda. 3;7'00 ey
Design and Build: Supply, delivery, installation, civil works, 10 May 2026,
and commissioning of eight (8) pressed-steel sectional 4
2 | UNHCR/RFP/2683 reservolr tanks at Palabek, Palorinya, and Adjumani refugee ::;7'00 Hrs
settlements in Uganda.
Design and Build: Solarisation of Kitoro Borehole; pump
upgrade of Kavule 2 Borehole; construction of 10 May 2026,
pipelines to Malembo and Kagoma Block 10 storage tanks;
3 | UNHCR/RFP2726 pipel to the Bukinda New Arrivals area; and 3;7“"8
installation of ten tap stands In Kyangwall Refugee Settlement,
Kikuube District.
g 06 May 2026,
Supply and Delivery of Personal Protactive Equipment (PPE)
4 |UNHCRATBI2686 | ,d Medical Equipment to the UNHCR Operation in Uganda. | BY 1700 Hrs

Eligible and qualified suppliers registered with the relevant govern
standing and proven, relevant experience in
tenders.

Bld documents will be accessed through your UNHCR Supplier account. Registered suppliers can log in at https//
supplier-portal.unha.org to access the documents and submit their bids.

aanalsobed

ment authorities in Uganda, with sound finandal

ing UNHCR requi

its, are invited to participate in these

B, how-be

Ifyon do not have a UNHCR Supplier account, please visit h
guldance on the registration process. Click on the “Supplier Registration Portal” to create an account and become 2
registered UNHCR supplier. :

Bid doc

pplier for

loaded from the UNGM website via the following links: ITB for Generators (https/
wwiw.ungm.org/UNUser/Notice/297956), RFP for Water Tanks (https/www.ungm.org/UNUser/Notice/297955), RFP
for Water Systems (https/www.ungm.org/UNUser/Notice/298014), and ITB for PPEs and ME (https//www.ungm.
org/UNUser/Notice/298280) .

Requ ests for further clarification on vendor registration or access to your UNHCR Supplier account should be
directed to ugakasup@unha.org

Bids submitted after the specified closing date and time will not be accepted.

UNHCR reserves the right to accept, reject, or postpane any bid. It also reserves the right to reject one or all bids,
amend bid dates, or cancel the bids.

UNHZR tenders are free of charge. No fees a}e required to access the tender documents. Please do not make any
payments for the same.
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