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The mysterious
twin lakes
of Rubirizi

superstition. Although science
sttributes the formation of lakes
Kyem2 2nd Kamweru to volcanic
eruption, folklore tells of interesting
stories as Felix Ainebyoona writes.
erylargely shrouds the for-
1 tion of Rubirizi District’s
rwin crater lakes Kyema and Kam-
wert. The pair located in Magambo

. Sub-county, are part of the 32 crater

Jzkes and one pair of twin lakes, sit on
the western arm of the East African
Rift Valley.

Separated by a small portion of
1and, Lake Kyema spots clear water
while Kamwenw’s water is green. It is
said the green colour of water is due
o fish droppings known as omuboyo
inthelocal Runyakitara language. ..

Although science attributes the
formation of these lakes to volcanic
eruption in the 17th Century, folk-

~ Jore tz2les of interesting stories, a lot
~of which form the mystery of these
Jzkes.

According to locals of Magambo
Sub-county, Lake Kamweru was a
crater which Iater got filled up with
water from 4 nearby lake Nzuguto,
thatisnow awetland.

. “The Nzuguto lake shifted from the
current Nzuguto wetland and filled
Kamweru crater to form the current
Kamweru crater lake in the 1930s.
Many people who lived in Kamweru
crater died, and nobody took record
of it that is why the government does
not think about Rubirizi District and

© its tourism potential and culture,”

says Daniel Katugano, 74, a resident.
“Katugano owes his story to his fa-

ther who he says migrated from Bu-

ganda to the areain1797.

" Hetells of how Endyoka, the owner

of the lake, mysteriously transferred

'+ the water of Lake Nzuguto to Kam-

werw. L

_“Heavy water waves, commonly
known as_ endyoka mukama we-
Nyanja (Endyoka king of the lake), -

'. + passed through the soil via the cave
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& “and transferred water from then Lake

Nzuguto,” says Katugano: - '
However, the Rubirizi_ Distfict
pIannerEdmondKansume has thlS to "

say. “Due to volcanicity, the land de-
veloped fault lines to the crater and
water followed fault lines from Nzu-
guto to Kamweru through the cave
forming Lake Kamweru. People’s sto-
ries are just thoughts that cannot be
proved scientifically. Basically people
attribute a lot of things to these lakes
Kamweru and Kyema but there is no

scientific proof. Those are just super-

stitions which are not true.”

Nonetheless, Kansiime adds that
these are the only conjoined lakes
in Africa, which makes the district a
good tourism potential.

Lake Kamweru has a heritage cave
besides it which fills the crater with
water and there are many tree spe-
cies around it harbouring monkeys
and other wild animals.

The heritage cave is said to have
been the residents’ hiding place dur-
ing the Idi Amin and Milton Obote
regimes as well as during the NRA
bush war.

“During Obote and Amin’s regimes
people would prepare food early be-
fore the soldiers would attack them
and hide in the cave for some days.
Equally so, in 1981, NRA rebels would
pass by the cave without noticing that
there were people hiding init. But be-
fore those political events, the cave
was used for sacrifice by the owners
of the lake, the Bagesera clan,” Katu-
gano says.

The cave is one of the attractions,
David Birungi, the owner of Nyan-
zibiri Eco Tourism site along Lake
Kamweru takes pride in.
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ENDOWED RUBIRIZI

Rubirizi District formerly Bunyaruguru
County was carved out of Bushenyi District
in July 2010 in south western part of

. Due to its location in the western
umofﬂn&stAfncmRiftVaﬂeyRublrizl

- is endowed with 56 graters of which 32

are crater lakes. Among the lakes are two
pairs of twin lakes according to the district

* planner’s database. The two pairs of lakes
*Kyema and Kamweru, Katinda and Murambi

" are found in Bunyaruguru County in the

% sub-counties of Magambo and Kicwamba
respectively.

.

MYTHS ABOUT THE TWIN LAKES

n mteresnng tale goes tha,t, in ° the Bazunura dxdn't parncxpate

the months of June and Ji

fish floated on the water of

twin Rivers allowmg tsto

easily fish them out baskets

- or spears. It was attributed to P

* heat at the bottom of the

* and the phenomenon was erm

as “Okufa kwe Nyanja” (dying

of alake). However, according .
to Katugano, a clan believed to .

be the owners of the lake, called
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" of Christianity, such traditional~
_ clans and rituals have since died". - -
" and currently no one owns the _
twin lakes. '

in this. They were respected for
their role aslocaters of dead bod- *

ies of those who had drowned in

the lakes. They carried out rituals -
_ and werebelieved tosacrifice
sheep topreventdeathinthe .-

akes. However, with the advent

Lakes Kamweru (L) Kyema (R) of Magambo Sub-county in Rubirizi District. The twin lakes are found in western arm of the East

African Rift Valley. PHOTOS BY FELIX ANEBYOONA
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- The heritage

.cave on Lake
Kamweruis

“ said to have
beenthe -
residents’
hiding place
during the -
Idi Aminand
MiltonObote
regimesas -
wellasduring
the NRA Bush
War.

At Nyanzibiri Eco-tourism site,
tourists enjoy. canoe rides as they
look at beautiful birds, and have
walks through a community wetland
that supplies water to Lake Kamweru,
budding and spot fishing. Cultural
tourism with the Banyaruguru com-
munity is also a major attraction. Ac-
cording to Kansiime, the lake’s green
colour and the terrain of the area
where the lakes are located also make
them a great tourism site.

However, according to Bmmgl the

keys and other wild animals.

government has neglected Rubirizi-

District tourism features so individu-
als have decided to develop tourism

* in'the district themselves evenif they

are being frustrated by hash laws.
But Kansiime attributes this line of

thought to the centralised nature of

the tourism sector, which has made

local people think it has been ne--

glected. “As a district we would love
to have the district fund tourism, have

space in the media but unfortunately”

tourism remains centralised and lo-

The
Nyanzibiri
Eco-Tourism®
sitealong
Lake
Kamweru.

cal people do not see the importance

hence call it neglect,” he says. -
Residents like Katugano hope that

the district and sub-counties would

set up rules toregulate human activ- -

ity on the lake. The leaders should
stop residents from over fishing in
them, cultivating near them, and de-
forestation around them. -

-This would lead to high produc-
tivity and earn the government a lot
of revenue so that we can get better.
services.

/

=7

Scanned with

CamScanner‘"é


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

