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Cause. The move is 3
culmination of a 2014
meeting where the two
nations agreed to demarcate
the border to ease tension.
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GULU. Uganda and ‘South
Sudan officials have started
educating residerits living
on the 2,115km  stretch of
land that separates the two
countries as they prepare to
demarcate the boundary.

In 2014, the two nations
signed a memorandum of
understanding to demarcate
the border after residents
living on both sides claimed
ownership of some of the
land, leading to sporadic -
clashes.

The 10-day education exer-
cise, which was launched in
Gulu Town at the weekend,
started yesterday and will be

followed by the demarcation
processes by surveyors and*
an 18 man-committee from
both countries.

Speaking at the launch,
Foreign Affairs state minister
Oryem Okello stressed that
demarcation will be done
mainly in the areas where
violence has been rampant.

Mr Oryem Okello said the
exercise will boost regional
trade and put to an end ten-
sion between the two coun-
tries. He said the same edu-
cation exercise was carried
out last year in-Juba, South

Sudan.

“The main aim we are car-
rying out this exercise is for
the future generation so that
the communities in both
countries are able to live
without conflicts,” Mr Oryem
Okello said.

- The state minister said
the exercise will largely be
funded by the African Union.
~South Sudan minister of

-Foreign Affairs and Interna- -

‘tional Cooperation Marial
Benjamin Barnaba said the
demarcation will be done
using the colonial map and
geological information in ar-
chives.

“We shall consult old maps
and data that were used by
our colonial masters in the .
1920sto conduct the exer¢ise::
This process will not displace
any one once the exercise i
finalised,” Mr Barnaba

| SIS R S
BACHCROUND
The West Nile and central north
has witnessed tension in the
recent past where armed South:
Sudanese invaded border districts
of Lamwo, Adjumani, Moyo and
Amuru, ¢laiming ownership of
some parts of land. In September
last year, eight people were killed
in reprisal attacks following the
arrest of Moyo census officials by
South Sudan officials in Kajo-Keji
County, who claimed the Ugandan
officials had crossed into their
territory. In August, armed South
Sudanese militias invaded Lukung
Sub-county in Lamwo district
claiming an 11 Km land at river
Limu forcing hundreds to flee.
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