Mulching is key

he practice of covering the

soil with organic matter in

a garden is referred to as
mulching.

The materials used to cover
the soil such as dry grass, hanana
leaves, maize stalk, eucalyptus tree
branches, coffee husks or any other
crop left-over material are reforred
to as mulch. i

1f well practiced, mulching is
one of the most efficient ways of
protecting the soil and improving
its fertility. :

Mulching improves rainfall infil-
tration and water retention in the
soil,

Mulching further reduces the
rates of surface evaporation, facili-
tates the conservation of water in
the soil, and keeps the Crops strong
and growing even during the dry
period.

When the soil surface is covered
Wwith mulch the rain drops do not
hitit directly and therefore there
is minimal chance for soil erosion
by water run-off or even by strong

“wind during the dry season,

~_ Since the groundjs covered a]l
the time there js very little chance
for weeds to grow,

The farmer therefore is spared
the effort and €xpenses that woyld
be spent on fighting weeds,

By keeping the soi] moist, mulch-
ing facilitates the activities of
the tiny microorganisms such as

termites anq earthworm which
Naturally live in the sof] toc

out the needed soi] structure im-
Provements,

With the Passing of time, the
mulch decomposes and may neeq
tobe replace
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