
Experts advise farmers to 
maintain hygiene and avoid 
some diseases attacking their 
pigs. wiites Esther Oluka 

professor of Animal Sci 
‘whenbuying piglets orthe adult pigs (boars and sows), one should not buy them because of their appearance. Do not buy the animal because it is big in size but rather choose basing on factors such as the litter size. Ifthe piglet was born inatter size of four, however good lool itis, there i a likclihood that it il malntainthe same cycle and having the same number of piglets” he 
Oneshouldalsobuy piglets ateight weeks and feed them exclusively for four months until they weigh between 120%0 100klogrammes 

e growing s 
they should be eatng about oy oh;iga;r‘;m;':.onflmd in order to gain 
one Klogramme of body weight on 

DrDflvid Mutetikkn, an associate 

W jorkers managing the pigs should 
ensure they wear gumboots and 
ovem‘“s and change them before 
entering a sty if they had used the 
samein ther placs 
“One of the deadliest diseast 

we battle within pigs is African 
swine fever which neither has a 
cure or vaccine. Spreading it can be 
controled if hygiene is observed,” 
Mutetikka said. t 

1t is also important for farmers 
10 stick to 2 particular deworming 
‘programme. The maturepigs should 
be: dey:omued twice a year while the 
‘growing ones every once in three 
months. 

Profit 
Sows should be able to give birth 
twice ayearand should be pregnant 
again by the end of that year. 

“Profit is determined by the 
number of piglets produced and 
those that survive to the market,” 
Mutetikka said. 
Litter numbers should be 10 to 12 

piglets “If the sow gives birth to a 
ltter size of six piglets, there could 
beaproblem of either the genetics of 
the sow or the farmer is not feeding 

Participans checkingouta sty during the 
Farm Cic on Saturday. PHOTOS BY ALEX 
ESABALA 

Fall Armyworm Moth is a migratory 
pest native to North and South America. 
This pest occurs i large numbers and ts 
caterpilars cause sevre damage to more 
than 80 plant speciesespecial cereal 
crops such as maize and rice. 

“The army fall worm which caught many 
farmersoff-guard i 2017 has ravaged more 
than 750,000 acres of maize in Africa in 

putting hundreds ofmilions of peole at sk 
of hunger. 

There s aiskof futher spread nto 
Europe via the Mediterianean basin and Asia 
through the Middle Eastfthe pst s not 
controled according tothe United Nation's 
Food and Agrculture Orgenization (FAO). 

"o controlthispest, frmersshould 
plant erly and adheretoegioel plating 
Ealendar by avoiding late andoff-season 
planting. Avid planting new crop neat 

Ifested plants and use tecommended 
fertilzes. Farmers should also keep fieds 
weed free to boost plant vi

gor. 

Mass trapping should be done by setting 
up 4-6 FAW Pheromone traps perHa to 
suppress the math population 

“The potential ffective nsecticides 
againstths pest nclude: iazinon, Alpha 
Cypermethin,Chlrpyrfos,Diflbenzuron 
Ticlorfon (Diptere), Chorantrani pole, 
‘Spinetoram, Emamectin benzoate, 
Indoxacarba and Lambda Cyhalthn. 

Foreffective contol n maize,spray at 
least three times startng two veeks after 
emergence, at knee high and ust before 
tasselng Howeverthese products need o 
be used appropriately a ight envionmental 
conditions to minimise development o pest 
fesistance. All farmers in a gven ealty 
Should spray toavod neglected fams. 
‘which become breeding grounds for the 

nsect and asource ofre= nfestaton. 
‘Farmers are discouraged from moving 

Infested plant materials toareas 
where the 

pest has not been reported. S
 

them well,” Mutetikka sai 
' additon if one visited a farm 

and wanted to buy an already 

Srowing pig theyshouldlookforore 
‘with a longer frame whose size will 

allow room for alot of pork. I one is Keeping a boar, they 
ihv\lldh;/eaminimumeflb!emales 
orreproductionbbecause the costof 

‘maintaining aboar s paid for by the Fioblen 

What you ought to 
know about piggery 

piglets produced. 

has challenges. 

instance, some maize 

s sometimes brown. 

lowest amount. 

said. 

Mutetikka said. 

Sprinkler Drip & Movable Irrigation Syste 
 Theunpredictable weather changes today has 

affcted farmers world over. We are proud to avail you me 
| SPRNKLER AND DRIP Igetion systems, which will enhar 

boost your famn's productivity, save your investmen 

1914 062 for a FREE* Rainbird Irri 
inforyourFerm/Garden/Lawn 
% and Conditions apply 

Challenges 
Piagery,likeany other projects 

Expensive 

feeds which are sometimes of 
poor qualiy affects pigs. For bran 
supposed tobbe whitein colour 

In addition, customers 
always insist on buying at the 

“The price they offer is 
ustally less than what we 
haveinvestedinto the pig. You 
may price your pig at Shs160, 
000 but the buyer insists on 
buying it at ShsI20, 000,” he 

Mutetikka says governmen® 
should set up an abattoil 
wihere farmers can delive 
theirpigs. “This makes it €ast 
forustosetpricesaccordingt 
the conditionsof production 

He also advises farme! 
to observe what vete

rina‘ 

doctors do and learn 
that they do not need t0 ¢ 
them up every time there i 
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