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A butcher in N-W a Kampala suburb

Dr Emma Naluyima of
Entebbe a specialist in
piggery contends to make
real money from the
enterprise, a farmer must
invest both money and time,
writes Derrick Wandera.

ork has become arguably the
most ventured-in business

in major towns of Uganda
raising the rate at which selling of
piggery products especially pork
is fascinating. Stephen Kasaru, a
pork joint owner in Kisaasi says
the reason the business is growing
is because it has been an untapped
field. However, he says many have
today discovered how much the
business is lucrative. “Pork selling
has been a backdoor thing, but
lately people have discovered it
can raise you to formidable glory.
It is a very profitable business. I
have witnessed this myself,” says
Kasaru.

Changing trends in prices
Dr Emma Naluyima of Entebbe,
a specialist in piggery attributes
the pork boom to demand and
sensitisation. A kilogramme of beef

trending now> PROPER BANANA FARMING MANAGHMHNT‘HAWS GOOD RETURNS

Straight from Kisii Agricultural
Society of Kenya show, Jastus
Nyambane Ongeri headed to his a half
an acre banana farm. He had observed
some of his banana leaves turn yellow
and their growth stunted not knowing
the cause. He was now armed with the
information from the show only that he
lacked enough money to combat the
disease. His bananas were suffering
from banana wilt diseases- fusarium
wilt (also called the Panama disease)
and Xanthomonas wilt disease which
were causing him considerable losses
in terms of production and income.
This was four years ago.

“I did not know what was ailing my
bananas till | visited Kenya Agricultural
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TIPS I'OR BRST
PIGGHRY

Location

The firstthing you need to take
care of (s fifding & sultable
iocation Yo breeding your plas.
Please danot iy todo this

at home, WhHyZ:The reason

Is because plgs can be very
smelly and yauwill be sure to
fecelve & [ot of complalnts and
protests from your neighbolirs
because of the smelland nojse
your piggery would generate,
So Instead of calising great
discomfort to others, lookfor

a farmland foryour pigaery.
Justone plot of land Wolild be
enouah fora small scale plagery
but [fyot afe'opting fora large
scale pig fapning business,
make stire yoll purchase land
that s large enaugh to allow for
Spacing, grazing and feeding:

isabout Shs9,000 and yet pork goes
for Shs12,000. This differs greatly
from the market prices of pork
about five years ago. According to
Dr Naluyima, raising a pig could
cost one about Shs450, 000 to get

& Livestock Research Organization
(Kalro) stand in 2013 Kisii agricultural
show where | met banana culture
experts whom | talked to and told me
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650,000

CURRENT AVERAGE MARKET
PRICE OF A MATURE PIG

it at 90 to 120 kilogrammes by
slaughter time. This means after
spending that much, at the current
price, one would be able to bag
Shs630, 000 per pig.

How to feed a pig for pork

Feeds take up to 80 per cent of
pig production costs and a bag of
feeds costs about Shs80,000. Dr
Naluyima says sweet potato vines
are a very nutritious pig feed if well
prepared and preserved. “Feeds
like potato vines, maize brand,
mukene (silver fish) among other
foods will grow your pig greatly,”
she says.

Why you should invest in

pigs >

Do you know that pigs have one of
the highest rates of reproduction in
animals? Pigs can give birthup to15
piglets at once and that is just one
of the things that make pig farming
attractive to investors. Farmers are
often faced with the challenges of

the cause of my banana problems”
said Ongeri. “Unfortunately | did not
have enough money to buy drugs |
was advised to so | destroyed all my
bananas ta start afresh,” he added.
After destroying all the vegetation
on his farm he tilled it and went for
new healthy seedlings. Following
the instructions he got, Ongeri
planted the new seedlings in already
prepared furrow in a hole of 30 by
60centimetres. He then used the
organic manure from his cow shed
mixed it with the top soil to plant the
seedlings. He did a spacing of 1.82
x1.52metres which saw his piece of
farm carry 1815 bananas. Because
bananas need enough water, the
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chooslng the hest antmals 1o regp
hecause there are just so many 1o
chooge [rom-goals, plgs, poultry,
fish ete. Ifyou are faced with such o
challenge, some of the reasons why
you shotild conslder choosing plp
farming over others inelnde-:

*Pigs have low mortality rate
compared to other anfmals, They
are more rugged and ensler to ralse,
They canalso survive days withont
food or water.

*Plgs are also cheaper to raise
compared to fish or poultry
becanse they can eat most foods
that humans eat and even if you
have to buy feed for them, their
feeds are cheaper than those of
other animals,

*The immune system of pigs
is higher than other animals. Ag
long as you give them the neede
vaccines regularly, they would not
fall sick.

The shelter that you would build
for your pigs is known as a pig pen,
This would keep your pigs safe from
the elements of weather and other
diseases or contamination. When
constructing your pig pen, ensure
that you build a proper drainage for
the pigs where all the wastes can
pass through. You should also make
sure the drainage is kept clean at
all times to avoid insects, pests,
diseases and contamination. Pigs
love playing in water, so you should
consider building a water pool in
your pig pen for them to play in and
stay healthy. The water in the poo]
should be changed regularly and
kept clean at all times. You canalso
allow the pigs to come out of the
pen and play outdoors sometimes
but be sure to guide them closely,
so that they do not wander off.

To start your piggery, you would
need healthy piglets which you can
get from other pig farmers around
you. Ensure that the piglets you
buy are healthy and have been
well taken care of. You should also
ask for their vaccination history
records to be sure that they have
taken their vaccinations up to date.
You would need both male and
female pigs.

Professional assistance

To ensure that your pigs receive
the best healthcare, you should
engage the services of a veterinary
doctor who would act as a
consultant for your piggery.

Additional reporting Utibeetin.com

Suneka sub-county farmer is always
armed with a damliner of 4.6 long
x 3.6metres wide which helps him
collect enough water during rainy
seasons and use it to irrigate his farm
during dry seasons. He backs this up
with three centimetre thick layer of dry
grass around the corm or suckers as
mulch at the onset of any dry season,
“Banana farming needs enough
preparation and management in order
to realise enough production, This is
why | do water harvesting and just

- before the start of dry season | spread
some grass and old banana leaves to
prevent excess water loss from the

“ soil."said Ongeri; - -, ., .,
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