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Don’t lock 
anyone in 
parked car 

he recent death of a child trapped 
in a car serves as a tragic reminder 

that vehicles, which we often view 
2s safe,can quickly become dead- 

y. Many drivers underestimate how 
rapidly temperatures can rise inside a 

careven on moderately warm 
days,Injustafew minutes,the tempera- 
turein the interior can reach life-threat- 

i e por ildren are particularly vulnera- 
ble,as their bodies heat up three to 
five times faster than adults, although 
adults are also at risk. Heatstroke, con- 
fusion, and organ failure can affect an- 
yone,and survival depends on swift ac- 
tion and awareness. 
As drivers, ve have a responsibility 

to ourselves and others. No one should 
ever be left unattended in a locked car, 
whether it is a baby,a child, or even an 
adult who may be unwell. Cracking a 
window or parking in the shade does 
not make it sae. Every year, people lose 
their lives due to underestimating the 
danger, often thinking, I will just be a 
few minutes” However, 10 minutes can 
be more than enough time for serious 
‘harm to occur. 

Awareness isthe first step toward pre- 
vention, Always check your car before 
locking it. Never allow anyone, regard- 
less of age, to stay alone inside a vehi- 
ele.If you encounter someone locked in acas take immediate action: call emer- 
gency servicesand, if necessary,break a ‘window tosave a life. 
‘This tragedy should inspire a change 

in behaviour, ot just sorrow, The heat inside a car is not merely an incon 
renluu,iun asilent killer, As motor- 45, parents, and community mer- b&wfllfi‘m&e can make the differ. ence between Jife and death. pe aware, be responsibleand never leave anyone alone ina locked vehicly, 
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