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KAMPALA: A multi-hillion security
printing deal that last year pitted
Bank of Uganda Governor against
Ministry of Finance officials and Pres
ident Museveni has been awarded to
aGerman company.

Finance minister Matia Kasaija,
who last year discarded the gover
nor's counsel on alocal money-print
ing factory that was being peddled
under the security printing deal and
called the fears of an economie cri-
sis “foolish®, on July 3, wrote to the
three bidding companies, confirming
the deal to Veridos Identity Solutions
GmhH.

Unlike in the previous correspon-
dences, in the latest letter, the minis
ter does not mention the word “cur-
renc/" anywhere and Bank of Uganda,
the statutory body mandated to print
money under the BoU Act, was not
givena copy.

Mr Kasaija was in a meeting by
presstime, and when Saturday Moni-
rorasked Mr Jim Mugunga, the Min-
istry of Finance spokesperson, about
the new development, he said: “Secu-
rity printing involves the printing of
such things like banknotes, cheques,
passports, etc, to prevent forgery,
tampering and counterfeiting, among
other things.”

Mr Mugunga explained that the
move is a response to government’s
need to boost its internal capacity
to do security printing, among other
things. He however, denied reports
that the disputed contract had earlier
beenawarded to Veridos and insisted
that the company, like other firms,
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Kasalja explains

According to Mr Kasaija, the com-
pany, Veridos Identity Solutions
GmbH, which entered a joint venture
with Uganda Printing & Publishing
Corporation (UPPC) on June 11, 2016,
beat De La Rue International Ltd and
Muhlbauer GmbH and Co. KG, who
submitted their bid jointly with Hun-
garian Banknote Printing Sharehold-
ing Company.

In the fresh bidding process or-
dered by the Finance ministry, Veri-
dos GmbH partnered with Giesecke
& Devrient GmbH to clinch the deal.
Veridos Identity ‘Solutions GMBH'’s
scope of work is hinged on creating
“secure and pioneering identification
and identity solutions.”

Thejoint venture between Giesecke
and Devrient GmbH “pools the spe-
cialist expertise, the many years of
experience and innovative power of
the two largest German providers for
high security technologies to serve
the international market.”

Although the Public Procure-
ment and Disposal of Public Assets
Authority (PPDA) says they did not
handle this procurement, Mr Kasaija
explained: “Veridos emerged the best
evaluated bidder having looked at the
technical, financial and indigenisa-
tion aspects of-the bid. Accordingly,
Government of Uganda will formally
commence negotiations with Veridos
GmbH.” .

Veridos Identity Solutions GmbH
beat De La Rue International Ltd, a
banknote printing, security print-
ing and papermaking company with
headquarters in Basingstoke, Hamp-
shire, England. De La Rue plc has

Uganda Printing and Publishing
Corporation (UPPC), is a State
Corporation established by the
Uganda Printing and Publishing
Corporation Act (Cap.330 of the
Laws of the Republic of Uganda).
It was a Government Printing
department established in 1902
as a Government Printer. UPPC

is anautonomous government
corporation that handles both

printing and publishing.

governmental and private sector

last more than 50 years. The third
contender was Miihlbauer Group, a
one-stop-shop technology partner
for the production and personalisa-
tion of cards and passports.

The fresh bidding happened after
senior government officials, including
Bank of Uganda Governor Emmanuel
Tumusiime-Mutebile, questioned an
earlier awarding of the lucrative deal
to Veridos GMBH without due dili-
gence and advertising.
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currency printing company and from
the publically available information,
this company specialises in identity
solutions like passport and national
identity cards,” Governor Mutebile
warned.

While the Governor rejected the
proposal, Mr Kasaija, in a letter dated
October 20, 2016 had made it clear to
him that “His Excellency, the Presi-
dent guided that Veridos Identity So-
lutions (GMBH) should also be tasked
to print currency in the country” and
that the company had confirmed that
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