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Long queue. Pregnant women and mothers wait to be attended to at Bushika Health Centre IIl in Manafwa District recently. Many rural pregnant women in Bugisu sub-
region trek long distances to get medical attention. pHoTo BY FRED WAMBEDE

briefly
Leaders advised on peace
TORORO: The new Bukedi regional

Pain rural Bugisu women go

pain in my back and hips,” Ms Nama-

through during pregnancy

Costs. Pregnant women who want to

Shs30, 000 for boda boda fares from

police commander, Mr Julius Gobolo,
has appealed to leaders in the sub-
r°g on to advocate unity and encourage
sidents to engage in activities that
emharce economic transformation.
While addressing radio station manag-
ers last Friday, Mr Gobolo said leaders
should be agents of peace not hate

. and violence. He also appealed to radio
dehver. at Muyembe Health Centre have to E?s(fyiasfffi‘iﬁﬁ;?; ?ﬂ‘fﬂsﬁ%ﬁ KEY 2:};‘:}?2‘5:11‘:}5?““ i station managers to be mindful o the
part with between Shs20,000 and Shs30,  trict, recals. ISSUES Many households n the sub-county L';f:{;gtg’;,:hee{(g'ﬁgzs‘ i

Ms Namataka is not alone, as many do not have such an amount readily >1ating to the existing tensions in the
000 for boda boda fares. pregnant women in rural areas en- MrBernard available. Such households carry the district. [Joseph Omollo ]
BY FRED WAMBEDE  counter different challenges during ?“;aba'a"’“' expectant women on locally-made
editorial@ug nationmedia.com  pregnancy and delivery, according to f::: dfl'i\:zses stretchers tostages where they board
Mr Bernard Buyi, the speaker for Bu-  po-diad at the commuter vehicles. Minister urges citizens
MBALE. When Agnes Namataka, mugisha Sub-county. health facilities Mr Buyi accused the government o
39, started experiencing labour pain, “Some have died in [their] homes  during night, of failing to prioritise healthservices . TORORO: The Minister of Jus-
her relatives rushed her to Muyembe  and others on their way to the health  health workers inremote areas. tice and Constitutional Affairs,
Health CentreIVin Bulambuli District, ~centres,” MrBuyi says. use torches and He says the only health centre III Gen Kahinda Otafire, has said
eastern Uganda, to deliver. Expectant women who can afford candlesforlighting  available does not have a maternity | Uganda will only achieve its
The facility is 15 kilometres away  to have TBAs attend to them at their ~stheyarenot ward and a midwife besides con- | dream of middle income status if
from her home. homes incur extra costs. ‘T’"“’“ed to stantly running out of drugs. citizens desist from individualism.
But before they could get to the However, some homes are unhy- electricity. “How does the government expect The minister made the remarks while

health centre, the painintensified and
the plans to seek proper medical at-
tention were aborted as they opted for
atraditional birth attendant (TBA).
“We were halfway when I stopped
the boda bada rider because of the

gienic, which exposes mothers and
newborns to germs and infections
during delivery.

Pregnant women who want to de-
liver at Muyembe Health Centre have
to part with between Shs20, 000 and

our women in labour to travel such
distances to deliver? We have cried
out but no one listens,” he says.

Ms Sarah Nambozo, a resident of

CONTINUES TO PAGE 10

|

officiating at the launch of ‘Sewing
the Mustard Seed’ book at Rock High
School in Torcro District last Saturday.
He advised citizens to be innovative
and aim at space in the global market.
[Joseph Omollo ]
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through during pregnancy

"The women go
through hell due
tohad roads and
poor means of
transport. The
only means of
transport, which
is affordable

and available, is
motorcycles,” .
AGNES OLAM, OFFICER
IN-CHARGE OF
BUMUGISHA HEALTH
CENTREINl
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Wanale Sub-county in Mbale Dis-
trict, says the experience women
go through while trying to access
antenatal care and during delivery
is unimaginable.

“Even the ambulances cannot
be used here because of [the] bad
roads. We have to walk for more
than three kilometres before we
can get transport to Mbale Town,”

_shesays.

Mr Bernard Masaba, a local
leader, says for deliveries handled
at health facilities during night,
healthworkers have to use torches
-and candles _fgrlightingasthey are
not connected to electricity,

“The units have no reliable
power supply. The leaders tel]
us that they have connected so-
lar panels there byt I have never
found them working,” he says,

Mr Masaba revealeq that many
pregnant women now prefer TBA
tohealth centreg because of their

-+ convenierice and affordability,
" Ms Agnes Olam, the officer in-

Charge of Bumugisha Health Cep-
tre I, says there isneed to equip

. the healthfacilities in hard-to

reach areas,
Ms Olam says the facility she
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