
A simple 
hackground 
check could 
save your home 
Domestic staffare not just 
aconvenience; they are 

professional partners who 
must be properly vetted. 

BY PROMISE TWINAMUKYE 

"he tragic murder of Uganda Chistian 
University's Dean of Students, Pame- 

Ia Tumwebaze,by her domestic work- 
er has shockingly exposed the severe 

vulnerabilties that can exist within house- | 
holds.The tragedy hasforced the long over- 
dueand difficult conversation about heur- 
gentneed for better oversight when recruit- 
ingdomestistaff 
When hiring domestic staf, many fam- 

ilis often rely on riends and relatives to 
Tecommend someone. That means blind- 
Iy trusting what they tel you Within days, 
astranger sliving under the same roofcar 
ingforchildren, handiingfoodtems,andac- 
‘cessing private spaces. But according tosecu- 
ity experts,thiscasual approach could be 
exposing amiliestoseriousrisks 
Asan Kasingye,AIGP (rd) managing direc- 
torof TayariSecurity Companywarns that 
‘many Ugandans underestimate the impor- 
tance of personal and household security, 
‘which s especially more crucial in urban 
settings Kasingye says this is duetolackof | 
a 
*“These things arenot talked about enough. 
“There should be more sensitisation fom 
‘police andsecurity agencies.A friend rec- 
ommends someone,and you assume they 
are trustworthy But when something goes 
wrong that same friend may not take re- 
sponsibiliyhesays. 
‘Many employers avoid doing the back- 

‘ground cheeks or hiring formally because 
itis cheaper.Irene Nabasirye,a manager at 
‘an employment agency in Wandegeya, says 
‘many clients complain about recruitment 
fees and would ather risk someone whose 
‘background is unknown but comes free of 

“When hiring drivers or skilled workers, 
people do thorough checks But for domes- 
ticworkers they want osavea few shillings, 

she 

“These individuals must undergo back- 
ground checks because they have unre- 
st s o ur homesmaking e 

‘may have worked in multiple homes and 
committed crimes there. They may even 
have netuorks with criminals outside.Ifdis- 

they simply move to another home missed, they 
‘and continue the same activites” she notes. 

‘What every employer should verify 
Kasingye outlnes several practical steps 

that householdscan takebefore hiring a do- 
‘mestic worker: 
LClletter 
First, they should have introduction ltters 
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from herprevious e f esidence As an 
employer,you should contactthe LC1 chair 
pemnwvm‘vmunfl'mumnflhnkt 

ey shoukdasobe gt it el 
calcounciloftheemployer Take themtothe: 
11 chairperson o they are ecorded nthe 
arearegister 
Nextofkin 
Youshould gatherinformation about their 
family1fsomeone saysthey are from  par- 
ticular area,ask about their parents, rela 
fives,oF someone youcan contact. Thisen- 
sures accountabilityn caseof any ssues. 
Reference 
Askabouttheir previous employe If pos- 

sible,cal and confirm thir work hstory. 
sk about ther conduct and whether there 
Were any issues. This givs you a reference 
point. 
NationallD 
Ensurethey have a national ID While the 

1aw does not allow you o retain it you can 
photocopy orscan i for your reords.This 
helpstracetheiroriginifnecessary 
Phone numberinoriginalnames 
Additionally,ensure their phone number 

i registeredintheir own name.If ot assist 
themin regsteringit with telecom provid- 
ers ke M o it This malesit easer 0 
track themifneeded. 
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Photograph 
Another overdooked i 

Many people employ dor 
never take their phot 
away there i o e 
take and keep phos 
tion purposes. 
But securit is not only b 

Kasingye emphasises ¢ i1 
destandinga worker's e | 
bealth. 
“Instead of asking s 

can take them o a medical . 
coverthecost"he adviscs 
“This ensures both the s i 
boldandthe vellbeing of 11z 
Shortcomings and rolepl ¢ 
‘Traditionally, Uganda's local - uncl v 
tem played a strong role in rn1uring ¥ 

lived within communities. 
“Today,that system is weaciung L& 
leaders are nolonger 35| i 
nity safty a ey used o b e 
serves. 
At the same time, neighbourhood 

Tance has declined.“If your 1.2 
someone,tshouldconcer 110 
nalinone homeisathreat 1)« 13¢5 
‘munityhe says. 
‘From verifying identitics 
leaders, the responsibility |+ 
the police, but with ever 
cause in theend, e greatct 
the ones invited in witheut 
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