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speri-

/mopin- gandanpohtmshas always revolved

bethere. around power, loyalty, and control.
Yet, beneath the visible structures of
government lies a more complicated
political architecture—one built not

only on institutions but on influen-
- tial individuals who become indispensable
tothe system For the ruling National Resist-

ance Movement (NRM),few figures in recent
years have embodied thisreality more than
former Speaker Anita Annet Among.
Whether admired or criticised, Among’s rise
fromarelativelylesser-known legislator to
oneofthenwstpawuﬁﬂpohnmlﬁgmsm
cosmetic. -
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what happens to Museveni’s hold over Parlia-

tained control through anintricate balanc-
mgacLHehasmastemdthepohncsofmwa:d
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ery? For years,President Museveni hasmain-

After Anita Among: Is NRM about
to learn a difficult pohtlcal lessonp

tures.The danger for the NRM is not neces-

sarily open rebellion; it is fragmentation
through silent dissent. MPs who feel politi-

vmwedasnmthanaSpmka:Suppmm-

strong anti-corruption measures against pow-
sumgthenedNRMcolmonmPaﬂmman, of accountability and discipline within gov-
mobilised women and youth structures, ex- —particularlyat a time when public
panded influencein eastern Uganda,andral-  frustration over corruption remains high.
hedstxppo:tforgwmmmuposm“dming Ontheother ing politically ef-
Critics,ontheotherhand,arguethatherin-  ciallyin a pre-election environment where
ﬂlmnewasamphﬂedbyaamstosmuepow - loyaltyfinancing,and grassroots coordination
- erand informal networks of become increasingly important.
pohﬁmlobsamhavealle@dthatha'pohn- The NRM has historically survived internal
cal capital partly rested on herability tofinan-  tensions because Museveni has been excep-
uallympporta-poliﬁca_llyﬁu’litatemm tionally skilled at managing competing pow-
actors—aclaim frequentlyrepeat-  ercentres without allowing any single fac-
ed in Uganda’s political discourse but rarely tion to become uncontrollable. But history al-
documented publicly in ways that can bein- soshows that long-ruling parties become vul-
dependently verified. nerable when institutional discipline weak-
* Yet,perceptionitself mattersin politics.If ens and personal networks begin to compete
enough legislators believe a political figure for influence. The deeper question, therefore,
. possessesinfluence,resources,and access to isnot merely what happens to Among.
the centre, that perception alone can become The bigger question is whether Uganda’s rul-
- powu:'ﬂﬂsmwhemtbequestxonoﬂ’aﬂla- mgparlyhashn]tmsuumwsumgenwgh

orintheindividualswhoquieﬂymaletlmn

- work.
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