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Worry as Moyo casual workers

collectgarbage

Aeccused. The labourers
nccuse the town council
nuthorities of not minding
nbout their health

BY SCOVIN ICETA

siepta@nationmindia com

MOYO. Moyo Town Council
casual labourers are at risk of
contracting diseases due to
lack of safety equipment.

Protective equipment is
the last line of defence in the
prevention of injuries and ill
health and is to be provided by
the employer to ensure safety
of employees.

The employees, however, say
the town council leadership has
refused to provide them with
safety gadgets, raising fears
that this exposes their lives to
health hazards.

They have as such asked the
authorities to heed to their
plight as a matter of urgency.

The workers, mainly those
collecting garbage in the town
council, have no access to pro-
tective gears like gloves and
gumboots as they continue to
suffer from the stench from the
garbage.

Meagre pay

According to one of the
workers who preferred ano-
nymity for fear of reprisal
from the authorities, they are
paid Shs80,000 per month,
which is not enough for them
to purchase personal protec-
tive wears.

“We are risking our lives in
this job because we cannot af-
ford to get money to look after
our families but the conditions
we are working in are worse.
Sometimes when we complain,
they tell us that if we don’t want
to work, we quit,” he said.

The garbage collectors start
their work as early as 6am and
clean all corners of the town
council to maintain hygiene
and prevent disease outbreaks
such as cholera.
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On duty. A man collects garbage in Moyo Town Council recently. proTosy
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The labourers have not only
complained about the poor
working conditions, but they
have also cited neglect by their
employers. They gave an ex-
ample where a colleague alleg-
edly died and the town council
authorities failed or refused to
meet burial expenses for the
bereaved family.

Ms Juliet Asienzo, aresident

of Moyo Town, said the stenc_h
emanating from the garbage in
the town is too much.

“Tt is difficult to eat around
here and visitors coming to my
home spendless time compared
to the past because the stinging
smell around here. When the
rains come, there is possibility
of cholera outbreak that threat-
ens the lives of health of these

e handy

workers,” Ms Asienze 52l
Mr Juma Ashraf, o thy
vendor in the town, ';:ui,,"
town council leadlership, , I"l .
pay moreattention to tf,. : iy
of the garbage collecty,
“We pay daily marpe, '
and the restaurant Ope
pay licenses every fingp, "
year. It is such a big Shapy, I
work in a polluted onyj b
ment,” he said. d
Mr Gersam Goliga, th, ,
council health inspectq,
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they are not purchaseq
government level,

“When there is mop,,
hand, those items wil| p, u']‘
chased and will be handeq o
to them. They should s fhe
scious of their health needgn;
Mr Goliga said. d

He added: “If they [vendor,
think they are paying taye,
cater for health needs alopg
then that is a wrong Percen
tion. If residents want to k-
how their money is spen;, lhell
should petition their coungj].
lors, who approve this budget »
he warned. '

Mr Kashim Nasur, the dep-
uty mayor, however, sajq the
are operating on a very Smal|
budget amid low revenue o).
lection.

Apparently, the annyg] lo-
cal revenue collections hgy,
dropped from Shs32 millig, to
Shs8 million.

“They should bear witp, the
situation. This money at hapy
cannot even provide adequate
services to the town counj) as
awhole,” Mr Nasuru saiq,
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