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- Students given scholarships. The principal St Lawrence Schools and
*Colleges, Prof Lawrence Mukiibi, has offered scholarships to all students <
who excelled in last year's UCE exams. Mr Mukiibi made the revelation while Jf® &4\

* meeting some of the 2015 UCE candidates from the seven St Lawrence ;
campuses last Saturday. He advised the students to always work hard and -
uplift the school standards wherever they go. [Alex Esagala, Monitor]
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Court rejects Mbabaali’s papers

Reason. The magistrate said Mr -
Mbabaali's academic documents -
were not representative enough to
prove that he went to school.

BY GERTRUDE MUTYABA
{ editorial@ug.nationmedia.com

/' MASAKA. Masaka Grade One Mag-
| istrate hasrejected academic papers
submitted by the NRM-flag bearer

for the Bukoto South constituency, .

Hajj Muhammad Muyanja Mbabaali,
to Uganda National Examinations
Board.

The Magistrate, Ms Happy Ann
Kyomuhendo, who presided over
court last week, said Mr Mbabaali’s
academic documents were not rep-
resentative enough to prove that he
went to school.

According to court records, Mr
Mbabaali sued Mr Ponsiano Matovu,
a resident of Senya village, Kkingo
Sub-county in Lwengo District on
July 19, 2015, accusing him of defa-
mation. This came after Matovu was
quoted ina tabloid claiming that Hajj
Mbabaali had paid Shs200 million to
one of the top officials of Uganda Na-
tional Examinations Board to certify
his academic documents.

In his defence, Mr Mbabaali pre-
sented his said academic documents
befor&ecourt, including a letter of
admission to mature age entry to
Makerere University, a letter from
the National Council for Higher Edu-
cation (NCHE), which certifies a Di-
ploma in Information Technology he
obtained from Uganda Pentecostal
University and another letter from
the Electoral Commission (EC) that
permitted him to stand as a candi-

date during NRM primaries.
However, all these were rejected
by the defence team that pleaded

that the authors of the documents

appear in court and defend them,
rather than the owner. Hajj Mba-
baali declined to reveal the course
he enrolled for under the mature en-
try scheme. Defence lawyers led by
Asuman Basalirwa and Robert Kalule
told court that Mbabaali had earlier
forged papers in previous elections
and prayed to court to handle the
matter very carefully.

Ms Kyomuhendo asked pros-
ecution led by David Katungye to
present the Makerere University
academic registrar, officials from
NCHE and EC to prove whether they

authored copies of the documents

which Mbabaali possesses
Hajj Mbabaali has since 1ast year
been convincing the electorate in

Bukoto South Constituency that he -

has all the required academic qualifi-
cations to reclaim his seat, currently
occupied by DP’s Mathias Nsubuga
Prosecution also presented before
court a Kampala-based journalist,
who reports for alocal tabloid, Law-
rence Mugerwa, as ifs witness given
the fact that his byline appeared on
the said story in which Mr Mbabaali
insists he was defamed. However, Mr
Mugerwa disowned some content
of the story, saying in his original
text, he never included the amount
of money and blamed his editor for

Hajj Muyanja
Mbabaali
defends his
academic
papersin
courtlast
week. PHOTO
BY GERTRUDE
MUTYABA
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tlus error. The case was ad]oumed

“E"&March 14, when prosecution is

expected to present its three other
witnesses.
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THE BACEKGROUND

Shortly after the 2011 general elections,
vahCom'tsxfbng in Masaka nullified
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