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Lwengo Farmers’

Day opens new
opportunities

high quality production technologies and value

addition.
MICHAEL J SSALI

undreds of farmers from
Lwengo District and beyond
gathered at Kaboyo Primary
School playground in Kinoni
Town Council last week to mark the
district’s Farmers’ Day. It was an op-
portunity for all the participants to

meet fellow farmers, to see what they

do,and to exchangeideas.

1t was also an opportunity for farm-
ers to get into direct touch with fi-
nancial institutions and to learn how
they can partner with them to en-
hance farm productivity.

The attendees were able to phys-
ically meet with representatives of

seed companies and other farm in- :

put dealers seeking to get closer to
the farmers in order to bridge any
gaps between them. It was an occa-
sion for accessing good quality in-
puts — high quality seeds, fertilizers,
pesticides,and tools.
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i duction value chain actors.

. and others attended as representa-
* tives of the various farmers’ groups
: in the district. The function also at-
: tracted several secondary and prima-
! ry schools in the district. The entire

: ucts,and activities.

: agricultural services field officers are
: not available on the ground,” said

...................................

sing good quality inputs ---
high quality seeds, fertilizers,
pesticides, and tools. The far-
mers had achance to see
technology demonstrations at
work by observing the latest
modern farming toolsin ac-
tion.

¢ to find genuine agricultural inputs
: like herbicides and pesticides.So our
: new approach is to organise such

Attendees saw demonstrations and displays of :
: ers, talk to them and to obtain their
.1 addresses and contacts, They then
: know where to go for all their farm
: needs instead of just depending on
: The farmers had a chance to see :
: technology demonstrations at work :
: by observing thelatest modern farm- :
: ing tools in action. They saw demon- :
: strations and displays of high quali- :
'ty production technologies. There :
: was networking and engagement be- :
* tween farmers and agricultural pro- :
: Thestalls
Many came as individual farmers :

functions as this one where they get
to meet different farm inputs deal-

the agricultural services extension of-
ficers for direction. At this function
they also have the chance to meet

nancial institutions willing to grant
credit services on convenient terms
for farmers”

10 by 10 feet, and banana stems be-

lings all along the boundaries. They
also covered the ground with grass

¢ (mulching) and put a beehive in the
¢ , said : centre of the demonstration garden.

: Peter Bamwesigye, Lwengo District :
: principal agriculture officer. “Their :
i questions are mainly about where :

At the garden, Innocent Ssembat-
Ya,an employee of MADDO, told the
farmers,“It is good to have some bee-
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: hives in the garden to boost -
: pollination and fruition. Bee ke-.
: ing is also a source of income -

: thesale ofhoney™

: Thedemonstrations

: John Ssuuna Mayanja, angm,
: er MADDO employee, said Uz 3/

i da's population keeps increasi-»
: yet farming plots are getting sma .

: er due to land fragmentation ar '
: people have to learn how to car-
: out gainful farming on small plo |
: of land. He emphasized the impr- ]
: tance of mulching as a way of wee
: control, soil erosion mitigation, ar
: soil moisture preservation.

¢ Healso stressed that mulch turrs
¢ into fertiliser when the grass d..
: composes, thus enriching the sci|
: (Sustainable agriculrure)

: “Some pests cannot multiply wel
: under moist conditions gcw:u:
: bymulching,”M jasai
representatives of the different fi- §by e

Mubhigira Coffee Farm, one cf the

: largest coffee farms in Uganda, was
: represented by Joan Konso, Persor-
 al Assistant, Muhigira Estate, who
! displayed packets of roasted beans,
: and coffee powder at her stall. m)
Masaka Diocesan Development : ut
: Organisation (MADDO) set up a mi-
i ni-demonstration garden where they
: displayed how to carry out agrofor-
¢ estry.In the mini-garden they plant-
i ed Robusta coffee at the spacing of
: football pitch was filled with stalls, :
 displaying various agricultural prod- :

“We grow coffee on two sq

: miles and we also keep cattle angd
: do apiary. We keep cattle mainly t;
: get cow dung manure. We are into
: apiaries mainly because bees ar:
: important for honey and pollina-
: tion of the coffee crop”

tween the coffee rows at 20 by 20
: feet. They further planted tree seed-
“We are aware of the common false :
: complaint by some farmers that our :

Lwengo Resident District Com-

: missioner, Emy Kateera Turiaba-
: juni,who was the chief guest, said
+ he was impressed by the interest
: thatthe farmers had taken in coffce
 growing. He said he will arrange to
: visit some good performing farm-
 ersinthe district.
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