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Regional News

Full plate for Wakiso leaders

Leaders took office

last week, pledging to
address long-standing
challenges such as staff
shortfalls that critics
say were worsened by
wrangles within the
outgoing administration.

BY NOELINE NABUKENYA

he newly sworn-in leadership of
Wakiso District faces an uphill
task of restoring service delivery
in Uganda’s most populous dis-
trict amid a staffing crisis, rising unem-

ployment, political divisions, and grow- :

ing pressure on social services.

e leaders took office last weék,
to address long-standing chal-

that critics say were worsened by

wrangl&sthmntheoutgomgadmmw' of

tration.

For the last eight months, the dlstnct,
with a population of more than 3.4 mil-
lion according to the 2024 Census re-

port, has operated without a District
Service Commission (DSC) after the
previous committee’s term expired in
September last year.

Attempts to constitute a new DSC re-
portedly stalled due to disagreements
between former district chairperson
Matia Lwanga Bwanika and former
council speaker Nasif Najja.

District leaders said the impasse af-
fectedmmntnm:mdumﬂrmamnof
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Mr lan Kyeyui ine takes oath as Wakiso Distrlotchalrpersonon qu‘la.

the retirement of Dr Emmanuel Muk-
isa, leaving Dr Mathias Lugoloobi in
charge on an interim basis.
The incoming leadership also has to
. find solutions to growing unemploy-
il servants have been working in act- - cially after the enforcement of trade or-
ing capacities,and several positionsre- - der regulations that pushed roadside
main vacant,” Mr Juma Mwamula,the : vendors out of temporary structures.
district workers' councillor, said. The crackdown left several youth job-
The staffing gaps have hit the edu- : less, raising fears of increasing crime in
cation sector hardest, especially in : some parts ofthe district.
sub-counties such as Namayumba, : Several worship centres in Wakiso
- Mende, and Masulita, where some gov- - have recently reported break-ins, in-
ernment schools reportedly operate : cludingchurchesand B
with less than five teachers. In one of the latest incidents, sus-
The district has also been pected thieves were arrest-
operating without substan- ed in Kavumba with items
tive heads in key depart- allegedly stolen from Ka-
ments. - 2 i]] vumba SDA Church, in-
Following the retire- . cluding a mixer and am-
ment of District Educa- plifie. :
tion Officer Fredrick Ki- POPULATION The new district chair-
Ms Prim Ritah Nanyanzi said his administration will
has been servinginanact-  focus on reconciliation, lob-
ing capacity. bying, advocacy, and socio-eco-

health officer (DHO) fell vacant after. : fiveyears.

Similarly, the position of dlstnct nom1c transformation over the next :
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