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ying on a hospital bed in a rzcmre:\?dl%‘g;;z
is 29-vear-old Mariam Nabatanzi (not veal
names). On one hand is a cathetey with a
e showing she had been receiving hloog
,amother of two, this is Nabatanzi’s third time
" ipalabour ward. But this.time it was different.
. [ess than five hours earlier, she had delivered
WO pouncing babies - a boy and a girl but she
- didnotsee them. They were picked by their bio-
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. ‘anbatanzi isone of the many suy
'S Kampala who are helping cc
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le mother of two " -
self not ity says she offered her

money but also help a fellow
Wyoman havsz the joy of being a mother. The two
women don’t know each other and will probably
never meet.,

wl

. 1fl'e Twas working in Kamwokya. When 1 got
o)

mow where its done, I decided to come and
reglster. I was subjected to a number of tests to
lensure] 'm healthy enough to carry the babies.
The hos

Dpital also did a background check with
thelocal authorities where I'stay, ” she says.

“Tfirst heard of being a swrogate from a salon
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gate mother

“After a while T was called and asled if 1 was
ready. We discussed through an intermediary
how muech T was to he paid, when we agroed |
started on the medical preparation to receive the
embryos,” she adds.

“Toffered myself as a surrngate mainly for twe
reasons. I wanted to get some extra income to
help me plan for the futire of my children. Toper-
ate a small salon but it's not encugh o give my
children the kind of future T want o for them.
When this chance of being a surrogate mother
came up I took it. Besides getting The money 1
also wanted to help that woman know the joy of
being a mother as well.”

“During. the pregnancy 1 was receiving
Shs600,000 as my monthly upkesp. 1 was using
part of that money as transport if 1 needed to

come to the hospital. But in general 1 have bean
treated pretty well and T have no regrets. This
morming after delivery Twas given a fotal of Shs8

milliom. Tam appraciative of whateyer 1 haye 2ot
ont of this Syperience because at \east it's gomng
to elevate me to {a better| position. 1 hope o

acaunire a piece of land and give my children a
place they can call homa.”

Askad if she would do it again, she is quick to
respond in the affirmative. “Twill becanse Thave
been wall treated; at no single fime did 1 regret
doing what 1 have done and 1 can do it again.
Though 1 wish fhe next time the money would
he more than what Lraceived this fime.”

“Personally, 1 don’t intend to have more bi-
ologiral children, the two 1 have are enough.
Some paople may not like what Unhave done but
1 believe it’s betfar than looking for money in

dehumanising ways. Tknow there will be people
ralking when thay see me without a baby, but
that doesn’t scare me as the local authorities
know and the hospital nas all the documenta-

out what 1 nave done. There is nothing
galat all”

Inthe fourth and final part tomornow, read about Uganda's
sparm andeag bank

(8 CamScanner



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

