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Government officials 
have asked Ugandans 
in Iran to alert 
community leaders 
of their whereabouts, 
stay indoors and 
monitor the media for 
developments. 

BY FRANKLIN DRAKU 

s the US/Isracl-Iran war rages on, 
the governmentisstruggling to as- 
certain how many Ugandans have 
been trapped and how to evacuate 

them. 
On Saturday,the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairsissued an advisory toitscitizens 
in Iran, urging them to remain indoors 
and said Uganda is monitoring the itu- 
ation. 
Officials from the ministry also said 

the government has no data on how 
many Ugandans are in Iran because 
many vhogoon their wn donot e 

with theembassyand 
ed that planning for their evacua- 

ionwoldboiBntviou hedats. 
Statistics from the Ministry of Gen- 

der, Labour, and Social Development 
show that from 2016 t0 2024, at lus\ 

di Arabia takes a lion' share of 131,970 
vmkus,uAuss;s andQ-huzm 

 Waiswa Bagiire, the 
Aflaus lsxlmnpn 
mendmnrymmu:luyndmsmm 
precautions and waitor the volatie it 
uationtoease. 
“In light of the escalating security 

uation,allUgandan citizensin the terri- 
tory ofran,who can,are advisedtotake 
serious precautions for theirsafety and 
leave Iran through any possible means. 

1t of Uganda has taken 
to withdraw all non-essen- 

ua:mfimnmmmmm 
their safety Consular services are severe- 
Iy limited for the time being s alterna- 
ive arrangements are put in place; the 
statement readin, 
‘The United States of America and Is- 
rael on Saturday launched coondinated 
airstrikes on Tehran that illed Iran's Su- 
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
in hisoffice.Several other senior govern- 
‘ment and military leaders have alsore- 
portedly been illed nthe airstrikes. 
Mr Bagiire urged Ugandans in Iran to 

alert community leaders oftheir where- 

‘Smoke rises from Tehran City following an explosion, after Israel and tho US launched strikes on Iran on Saturday. PHOTO/REUTERS 

What next for 
= Ugandans trapped 
in the Iran war? 
abouts, stay indoors and monitor the 
‘mediafor developments. 
“Information about evacuations will 
belimited until the situation normalis- 
es.Due to the extremely fluid stuation 
affecting international travel,all Ugan- 
dancitizens are strongly advised to sus- 
‘pend travel tthe Middle East until fur- 
ther notice”MrBagiire said. 

‘MrHenry Oryem Okello,the minister 
State for Foreign Affairs, yesterday ac- 
cused Ugandans in the diaspora of re- 
fusingtomake their presence known to 
its foreign missions and said they only 
dosowhenindistress. 
He said while many Ugandans travel 

for private businesses and employment, 
itis only right that they register their 

STRIKE ON A SGHOOL 

Atloast 163 poople, inclu- 
dinghildrendiod yostorday 
aftoraroportedstrike hita sch- 
oolinsouthorn ran, according 
tolranian offcials. Iran has bla- 
medthoUSand sracl. The US 
military’s Central Command 
(Centcom) said it waslooking 
intoreports of the ncident, 
whilo Isracfs military saidit was 
“not aware” of any IDF opara- 
tionsinthearea. Iran's Pre- 
sidont Masoud Pozeshkian cal- 
lod theincident a“barbaric act”. 

presence with Uganda’s foreign mis- 
sions so they can be easily helped dur- 
ingemergencies. 
“Ugandans have a very bad habit of 

not registering with our embassies or 
our consulates when they are abroad 
and only start calling and pleading for 
help when such dire situations arise, 
whichis wrongMr Oryem Okellosaid. 

“Lalways advise that Ugandans should 
immediately register with the embassy 
orthe consulate so that in such events, 
we can know where you are and will 
evacuate youheadded. 
‘The minister said many Ugandans 

‘who go out thinkitis their money that 
took them outand that no one should 
‘botherthem when they fciitated their 

® 

ownmovements. 
“They claimit’ their money that took 

them abroad and why should President 
Museveni be following them? R'spgf a 
question of Presicent Museven, 
own safetySo n this particufr case, we 
have given a warning to all Ugandans. 
We hope that during the next few days 
we will be able to assess and evahuate a 
fewthings"hesaid. 
Mr Oryem Okello said while the gov- 
ernment i striving to evacuate Ugan- 
dans from Tehran, previous experience 
has shown something different He said 
duringthe war in Afghanistan,and the 
bombing of Tehran by srael and Amer- 
icalast year, many Ugandans refused to 
be evacuated for fear that they would 
lose theirjobs. 
“When we wanted to evacuate Ugan- 

dans from Afghanistan, they refused. 
‘They said'if you evacuatenus,we illnot 
beabletocome backto ur jobs. Sothey 
prefertostay there,take therik n order 
tocontinue with their workheadded. 
But Mr Oryem Okello said, If any 

want to be evacuated, then 
‘we will see how to either directly as the 
government or jointly with neighbor- 
ing countries like Kenya or Tanzania or 
sk some intemational organisations o 
assist s evacuate them from. But those: 
who choose to stay in the country, we 
will have no control because it will be 
theirchoicef hesaid. 
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