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Marabou storks set Byaruhanga
on a journey to conserve hyture
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1909. This was the first conservation
society which was started In Uganda.
In 1972, people Interested in nature,
cxpatriates, left because of polit ical
turmoil. In 1989, some of the survivi

drivers were more
easily ride a bicycle in town.” he narrates.
He visited Nakasero, Rubaga,
Namirembe and Makerere. He was
the marabou

U were
in affluent parts of the city. It is
where could find food since they are

scavengers. He also learnt that the only
available food in Katanga was for people
and locals there did not have the luxury of

away food.

The dumv‘chn:nm lua:un‘m for
Byaruhanga saw them trees.
and any one tree would have up 1o 10 nests,

each weighing up to seven k

always kept
hard to get. | got pigrons. | think that is
where my love for wmildlife started. It was
Rot conservation but | tend to think kling
of nature was deveioped at that time. That
is when | planted my first tree, which was
cucalyptus.” he recollects.

His father planted trees for timber
trade. Recalling this, he wishes he had
planted more because timber trade 15 now
2 booming business. This was in 1983 and
Byaruhanga was in Primary Seven.

Dot he is grateful that his first tree
inspived tum to youn the Wildiife Club at St
Paul Seminary, Bukinda in Kabale where he
had started his journey into priesthood.

He did not succeed at becoming a priest
but conmtinued ca a journey 1o become
an avid lover of mature. When 2 wrip
vras organised to visit Queen Elizabeth
National Park, he was excited, and asked
his father to mve him money to pay for the
trip. When he got to the park, he recalls
seeing an clephant, ig and mighty, and it
was a thrill.

terme of zomiory
As a student of zoology at Makerere
University, he studied about plants and
animals. While there, he met a professor
who gave him an assignment of counting
marabou storks in Kampala at the time.
*lused to look at marabou storks as dirty

A tree would averagely carry up to
100kg. It saddens the conservationist
that be no longer sees such trees in town
because they have been cut down. To his
confession, this assignment triggered off
his interest in nature and motivated him
to make meaning of the course he was

pursuing.

“Since then, I have kept making sense
of conservation. The problem is that
even people who have studied zoology
or subjects to do with wildlife, ecology or
conservation, do it as a subject.” he says.
He went on to do research and in 2001,
he produced his first book about the
Important bird area of Uganda.

About Nature Uganda

Along the way, Nature Uganda
came up. And whereas it is a name
that is simultanecous with him,
Byarubanga says he did not start
the organisation. He says it is
an operational name of East
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PASSIONATE BIRDER

1 have boen arrested more than five times out
there doing my work. People ask me what the
prodiem with birds is. They cannot
wiy | would leave my family to go
birds,” b says with o smile. »

Many peogle are yet 1o appreciate that bird
wratching bs the fast growing tourism sector that
is worth more than $5b, 5o there is money 10 be
made. Today, tur guides and operators have
included birding on twis itinerary

“Thiat has bewrn; one of my aggrst schuevements.
Bird-watching alone brings in  $50m.” he
reveals.
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His best birding experience was during an

excursion ia ¥ibale National Park where he saw a
green-breast prtta. He was ammazed by its beauty.
After a long time, be saw its nest. He published a

+ with 10540 species, with
50 per cent of the birds in Africa living here. Every
year, Uganda receives five 1o 0milion birds every
year from zil over the worid

Close 1o Kampala, Byaruhanga recommends
Mabura Forest where one can see more than 300
bird species. He says within an hour, one czn see
maore than 100 birds in the forest. There could
have been more but, he says. rouch of Mabira has
been cut down.

Mabamba 2t Lutembe Bay on Lake Victoria,
as you head to the airport is ideal It is home to
the shoebill, one of the mos: attracuve birds to
tourists. It is 2 small area but is a place where
rugrant birds rest. When yon have more time and
can head ocut of town, Byaruhanga recoms
Bwindi Impenetrable Nationa! Forest in the
Southwest

| want African
vultures ALIVE
- not dead

In the North East, he points birders to Kidepo
Valley National Park, and then Semiiki National
Park, with birds from the Congo Easiz. Budongo
Forest is another place to wasch birds.

And when he pets back home, it is 10 3 beautiful
{amily. of a wonderful wife and five children The
eldest is at university while the youngest is a
%

eenager.

He finds thnil in being an old and new parent at
the same time, highlighting the fact that rainng
teenagers is quite an experience. He helps his P
teenager while he undergoes all the hormonal Bytranenga ther smtending 3 Aican
changes and self -discovery. Corzervrtion corfererce
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