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BY MAUREEN 
NAKATUDDE 

1 Ugands, mathematis has 
Tong boen reganded as 3 il 
subject. Tor decades, it was b 
amale-dominated acadenic 
space. That changed in 2022 
when Berry Nannyonga Kivunbi 

was cleciadthe couniy's s 
fermale professor of mathemtis 
Wit four post-doctoral 
qualficatons and a disinguished 
academic career,she shatered 
a historicbarir n  ficd many 
snadents fear to pursue 

iannyonga Kivumbi 
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Despheber demandin schedule 

and resarcher Prof Nanoyo 
has made it personl misson o 

Bl 
Tedin 

ryoung people,especaly 
i enbrace S, 
ooy, Enginerin o nd 

Mathematcs (STEV) Through 
he Associaon of Women 
Mathemaicans Ugands (AWow), 
shele s notonwide efors 
1o change atitudes towards 
mather mats through mentorsip, 
adwocacy and apucry bullding, 
Working wilh 3 tcam of st 

drawn from universes nclading 
Kyambog, Busema, Muni and 
Mbaraa, ol Nannyonga ravels 

he ountry o reach sudents 
in some of Uganda's most remote 
mmuniics 
“What makes leamers ull 

‘mathematcs s the poor aitude 
they have towards . Once that 
changes, many begn 10 apprecizie 
and undersand the subject and. 
thenthey pass™ 

REACHING GIRLS 
Under AWoM, Prol Nannyonga 
andh e colleagues have vised 
Kalangala sand where girls paddic 
canoes o school nd Kampala 
‘here students ar transporied by 
school buses. The conirastis srk, 
yet the chllenges share common 
oo, 

In Kalangab, she cocounierd 
s who miss chool doring 

‘ndenines auendance. 
and performance. 
Beyond weather 

‘conditos, the gl facx 
shorages ofscholsic 
materl, presre o 
engage n fish uading 
and eatly relationships 
hat ncrease the rsk 
of dropping o 
AWM inervencd by 
encouraging the girs 10 
persis with educaion 

| “and resis pressures that 
deral her stucies. 

Alerthe lockdowns. 
in2020and 2021 10 
preventhe spread 
o[COVID-19, 

young mothers 
and pregnant 

Prot, Nannyonga relaxing 

rs1o reum 1o schoolin 2022 
However, many were hesiantand 
other acked parental support 
Prof. Nannyonga and her tesm 
responded by camping in Myuge 
s for two weeks, conducing 
ome viis and holding disogucs 
withparents at Bunya Secondary 
Schaal. 

“The effon paid . When schools 
reopened, severalyoung mothers 
retumed 1o cass. 

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP 
Prot Nannyonga's iflcnce 
srtches beyond Uganda. She s 
thefounder o the Exser Arica 
Network or Women n Basc 
Sciences (EANWGBAS), a regional 
plaform promoting colaboraton 
and growh i mathemnatics and 
physic with plans 0 extend nio 
ehenisty, EANWSBAS aperaes in 
Uganda Kenya, Tanzaria, Rwanda 
and Zambi with South Sudan and 
Ehopia lso parcipating. 

‘She slo founded the Ugands 
Appled Mathemates Obympiad 
(UAMO}; n niauve designed o 
‘nurure young et swengben 
probles soing sils 2nd saply 

The EANWGBASM team v 
parents to t 

PROF. HANNYONGA 
SAYS HER GREATEST 
MOTIVATION COMES 
FROM THE STUDENTS 
SHE MENTORS. 

mathemaics whil promotng. 
eender equiyin STEM educaton. 

Prof Nannyonga observed hat 
despite swong acadeicabily, 
s fce persitentbarers in 
applied leaming and lanovation. 
UAMO was designed 1 eposiion 
matheratics a5 pracical and 
proble:soling discpline 
aligned with Uganda'sNationl 
Development Pan IV, Vision 2040, 
the competency based uriculum 
and th Sustainable Development 
Goals. Alhough boys aricpate, 
the focs remains on the g child 

Since 2013, she has lso. 
menored students under the. 
Masercard Foundaion Scholars 
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ake thelr pregnant airls 0 school 
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e a0 
journeys. : Prof Nannyongs sy e et mOaton s o, Sudens she mntars naviny iy work s e especally young il s e movig &en o i oy e s 
ACADEMIC JOURNEY 
Amang her cievemens ol 
Nannynga is mos proud of 
completing her decorsl s in 
econd e of e yars,whfy 
simulancously obining & e 
degre.(The Hnnish unersty 
System recognises the oot 2 
0 advanced cualication wi 
docoralwsning, demonsia . 
deep research compeence e 
bclore compleion ol PhD) 

“That perod ansfomned me 
complecy in mhemats. W augh 
me focus, discipine and th sl 
{oremain swong i halengi 
situations.” i 

10 2020, Prof. Nannyonga pplcd 
er il n bomathematics whk 
Workng i the Miniry o T4t 

(ERS SAY 
Ol labawanda, a mathematics ecturer at Mbarara 
aacribes rol Nannyonga s  menor, who upi 1 

oS She et et i 
e o ontdence an er 
s ina s where 1 

helping youna academics 
e with wider professional 
here are very fon women. 1 

;1 can aiso make t* Nabawanda 52y 
e iangala it he Basa Secondary School headtecher 

asSsemovayosavs menarsip o tomen st ranslormed academic outcornes.in 2021, 
he school fecorded s first tio fomals 

Students with first-arade results at 
Uganda Certificate of Education 

s 
thi 

| “They told the el that in 
te o the hardships they fce, 
e rewards of education are 

immeasurable;” ho 5315 

to 
gil 

one! 
atime. 

COVID-1 anderic. 
il dats o deciion- 
S oy n ooy 
e v s oy n [ 
ENSURING BALANCE 

ansge hee many. i e s 
red routines and 

A ending Mass belore work 
e and poves i 

e, She incnionaly schduies 
e i her immedi and 
S ended family incuding weekly 
eings with her sbings who un 
quid soap bsines ogeler. 
My sbiings and | mect once 
etk o make soap and sl 
22 Bow the business gocs.” she 
S olains, She adds tha s has 
Slbwed them 1 say onncced and 
Soppor ane another 
Bl such s walin nd 

jogginghelps herrelce sess, 
oo sl s 

emoional and menl wel. 
Beng.She belives that balnce s 

Professor Nannyonga continues. 
fewrite what s possibl for 
s and women in matheratics 
Student and one community 3t 

essentalfor elfcive esdership 
and long-tem impct. 

LESSONS, INSPIRATION 
Prof Nannyonga dras inspirton 
from her mother, Theresa 
Nakaweesa Kirurmbi, whose 
srength and suppert haped her 
Tesilince. Shealo credts the o 
deceased Prof. Livingsone Lito 
for academic mentorship and 
‘acknowledges intermaional schlsrs 
and insutuons that breadenc her 
exposure. She also emulaies Dasi 
Sumpler, a prfessorof applied 
mathemitis at Uppsals Universy 
and the author o the Ten 
Equaions tat Rule the World. The 
Intemational Science Programme, 
forproviding opportunites trouzh 

in reserch and exposi, 
inspired Prol Nannyonsa o ke 
adeep dive it the mathematcs 
subject. 
Growing up n arge 

family nsulled disipine 0 
accountbilty. “Our faher 
ensured hlidays were not perods 
ofdiencss, bt growin 
opporunies”she ecals, 

Skin care regimen 
Every woman deses o ook 
oo o Nanmyanga oy 

erSecttorskincareis v » 
Seuborgentle exolaron 
tumerc o 1 ighening 

Shdantinfammatory propeies. 
Sheslsouses petrleum el on 
e face, which she sy ke 1 

d logistics 

make the gesture perfect 

yenga 

adding ot esponsbiltyand | T would ke o leav alegacy of 
purpose were deeply rooted n thee | empowerment through educaton 
Cpbringing Al 13 sbings wenton | 1want young peopl, parscalarly 
o graduate and succeed i ther | i, 1 be inspirad 1 novate, 
respective felds. “olv el word problemss 
She adimts that carler i e, she | contibute meaningflly 0 

underestmated the imporianes of | Ugand's declopment. she says. 
delegaton and asking fo hep. She envisons expanding 
ook on too much AMO o every scondary school. 

responsibility.”she says, dding | bridging e gender gap n STEM 
ihatshe has sine lermed o and deving natonal development 
conbine inisatve with teamwork, 2h appled mathematics 
making ber more flctive in She hopes o be remembered 33 
eadership samcone wha crated opportunites. 
Her Eavoure bookis The 7 | broke bais and showed that 

Habisof ighly Effecive People | knowledge, creavity and reslence 
by Sephen R. Covey. The phrase | ca translorm cormunite. 
“begin with the end i mind” 1 she had 20 mnutes wih 
suides er spprosch o bieand | a clebrity... President Yower: 
otk Musevent and FseLady ard 

Ministr of Educaion and Spors 
A VISION FOR WOMEN Janet Mseventar thepeople Prof. 

| she could change one ting for | Nanayonsa would ke o spend 
omen, Pof Nanayonga | i ine wih 
‘would ensure equal aceess 0 | 1 1 cemonstte how Ciiinon s dopons, | dfbere s iy m S| mihemsac g o UANO | S oo o e, 

3nn-ml~ e e 
Chams ‘aceessible across Us " she 1f Prof. Nannyonga could = o et 

change onething forwomen, = 
B Whilesienceofen tecives 
Toopportuniiesand esources, U003 emphisis mahematcs s 
e eumios i ayey | requentycreloked, et s ly 
P W e thrveahe " the queen of soence; by priockising 
oierved thatcommuniiesand  MReTALSS, promotng science 
nstons e, - becomes fr exser: 

EDUCATIONAL 
BACKGROUND, 
PROFESSIONAL 
PROFILE 
EARLY EDUCATION: 
Attended Clament Primary 

SECONDARY EDUCATION: 
@5tudied Glovel at Christ 

the King Secandary School 
Kot 
eCompited 
College Navtingo, 

o1 ot Triity 

UNDERGRADUATE AND 
POSTGRADUATE STUDIES: 
acn elor of 

a Masterof Science 
i Mathematics from Makerere. 
Universty. 3 
eCompleted a Licentiate 

= n Mathematical 

Universiy 
Atiained 2 Ph0in 
mathematics through a 
joint Ganawm 
between Maker: 
and Uspsala Uniersity. 

POSTDOCTORAL 
QUALIFICATIONS. 
Mathematics Education - 
Univer % 
eMathematical Bioecanomics. 
- Uppsala University. 
Blostatstcs - Linksping 
Univrsity. 
eEicmathematics - African 

atical 

PROFESSIONAL ROLES 
AND RECOGNITION 
#Serves a3 an ambassador 
on the Committee for Women 
inmathematics under the 
International Mathematical 
Union, 
‘einducted into the Uganda 
National Acacemy of Sciences 
in 2017, 
Board member of the 
NationalIgentification and 
Regisration Authoriy (NIRA). 


