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The strike commenced
on Monday, with work-
ers saying they have
not been paid for four
months.

BYHILLARY TWINAMATSIKO

perations at the historic Iga-

ra Growers Tea Factory Limited
have been halted after hundreds

of employees staged a sit-down

‘Workers’strike paralyses

Igara factory operations

strike over unpaid salaries. The workers = | -

claim they have not been paid for four

months now.

The strike, which began on Monday, |
has left the factory floor silent and °
workers redundant and threatens to .
collapse Ankole Sub-region’'s tea supply

chain.

Igara Growers Tea Factory Limited is

one of the largest tea processing plants
in the area and was established in the

1970s.

The protesting workers said they have
not received pay since November last
year. Some of the workers say they have
since been evicted by landlords, while
others lamented that their children
have not returned to school for First
Term, which commenced last month.

Mr Joseph Barugahare, an employee,
noted that while the factory continues
to load tea on trucks for sale, manage-
ment claims there is no money for wag-
es.

“Landlords have chased us out,and
banks are taking our property. We do
not know what to do anymore,”he said
on Monday.

Mr Paddy Twesigomwe, the trade sec- -
retary in charge of the tea sector, re- |
vealed that the factory has failed tore-
mit workers’ National Social Security
Fund (NSSF) contributions since 2022, |
an amount he said has now exceeded
. the factory has lost its integrity.

Shs1.8 billion.

“Workers are losing interest. We have
given management and theboarda 14-
day ultimatum to meet and provide a
clear roadmap for payment,”he said.

Mr Dickson Tumukunde, an IT officer
from the Buhweju branch, stated that -

Workers strike at Igara Tea factory in Bushenyi District on Monday. PHOTO/ HILLARY TWINAMATSIKO

WAY FORWARD

Ms Loyce Atukwasa, the Bushenyi
Districtlabour officer, said leaders
would meet the board of the fac-
tory to come up with anamicable

When contacted, the General Manag-
er of Igara Tea factory,Mr Robert Aye-

bare declined to comment since it was -
- a workers strike. “If you needed com-

ments,you should talk to those who are
striking”
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; solution.

: “Itis very unfortunate as it violates
: employment laws. Management

: says thereis nomoney at the mo-

: ment, but people worked and they
: were not paid,” she said.

Board Chairman Samuel Muhereza

 hadnotresponded to ourrepeated calls
- to his known number by press time.

Ms Loyce Atukwasa, the Bushenyi Dis-

. trict labour officer, said leaders would
. meet the board of the factory to come
:.up withan amicable solution.

there is no money at the moment, but

and workersare redundant, the on-

next two weeks to have this sorted out.”

sure their grievances are addressed.

" is also the former legislator f,-

- and am not the leader in the
. area has church leaders, mrs.
| ers,community leaders, politic;)
. ers but they should work on 1
- ers of the factory to resolye t+
. And I'm not the minister of ¢
. ries.I'm the minister of Loca)
- ment and that is not local ge,
- matter.”

¢ tory, there was no such con
. they should sit down with
. the factory to resolve their mz
- added.

. er in Igara Tea factory, said:
' age,Buhweju branch of Izara ¢
- ry,farmers would bring in gr
] ¢ about 120,000 kgs and Igarz

“It is very unfortunate as it violates . ry
employment laws. Management says
- like 210,000 kgs per day. Then
. people worked and they werenot paid;” -
. shesaid. i
Ms Atukwasa added: “Since thereis
currently no greenleaf being processed -
- they were getting little but
ly way forward is a high-level meeting :
with the Board of Directors within the :
i waybecausethey havelots of d
The workers, however, blame Bushe- :
nyi leaders for not doing much to en- :
: an appropriate way. Even if the
Some vowed to vote out some of the po- :
-litical leaders in the 2031 General Elec-

tion. “We are in a lot of pain. oy,
dxend.ldntmngelthe:rlhlrth,.
ports last year because of unp;i, r'
We have leaders like [Local r; ove,
mt]MmlsterRaphnelH'ln-M] fnr}
reglon but they only run to ;s tur;,
elections. When we are in rjdn,,,
this, they are nowhere 1o be 5.,
Franco Turyahabwe, a factory e, r}
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He added: “We are going t,, i,

- themn,and this time we H'IIITI':--\“
~ the same way they treated ys ”nnr

needed their help. We are ’”“Tm
that thepolmcal leadership Of this

~ gionisnot helpingusat ajl-

In his response, Minister “"”f"zu i

West in Busheryi, yesterday sz;
[workers] have leaders at the,

“When I was a director in th

Otherchallenges
Mr Julius Mutahunga, a s

gabmnch farm
bnngm 80,000 kgs so in total

would be around 25,000 to 307

1t's true the factory was no lo
ceiving tea leaves from farm

they would receive from them:
factory leadership would use it

they have been paying little by [t
the banks then they use the balan

of salaries is resolved, we need tiu-
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