District Woman MP Florence Asiim-
we AKkiiki, and Aringa South MP Alioni
Yorke Odria, quit the race in favour of
. grow into more significant positions

In his remarks, President Museveni
who is also the party’s National Chair- :

Mr Oboth Oboth.

BY SIMON PETEREMWAMU &
STEPHEN OTAGE

BUKEDEA. A section of politicians

who were blocked from contesting in
Bukedea District have accused outgoing
manipulation, and abuse of state insti-

to the people of Teso.
The aggrieved politicians,drawn from

different political parties, claim they

were unlawfully denied nomination
and subjected to intimidation during

the2021 ﬂdzomlectoral processes.
Ms Mercy Marion

the National Unity Platform (NUP),said
'she and other aspiring candidates were

“I was not only denied my bu-thnght,
but by denymg me the freedom and
nght to pamapate in nauonal elec-

She alleged that Ms Among,
through her assistant, used the Elec-

~ w15 BLocuy, WNICH NE sala 1s a root
cause of unnecessary competition. He
urged aspiring leaders to begin from
lower responsibilities and gradually

while avoiding unnecessary burdens.
“When we were fighting, people did

The NRM party’s Central Executve

ol oA
Committee (CEC) had reportedly en- | tensive experience ui pes
- dorsed the duo on Friday but allowed
. other prospective candidates to apply
. for the same positions. Yesterday, Mr

. Richard Todwong,the party’s Secretary
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procedures and management of legis-

- lative affairs.

The CEC also cited his ability to organ-
ise and mobilise party structures and

Among’s barred rivals demand apology

. toral Commission and courts of law to :
. frustrate her candidature by claiming
. she was neither a resident nor a regis-
Speaker of Parliament Anita Among of
orchestrating intimidation, electoral :
. ey, they bulldozed both the Elector- °
- tutions, demanding that she apologise i
. unjustifiable decisions that barred us
. frombeingnominated,’she alleged.

. Ms Alupo further called for fresh elec-
: tionsin Bukedea,claiming the majority
: of the political positions in the district
: were influenced by the former Speaker.
Alupo,a member of
. Suzan Otai of the Forum for Democrat-
: ic Change (FDC), claimed her appeal
unfairly blocked from contestmg for

tered voter in Bukedea.
“Using baseless allegations and mon-

al Commiission and the court to make

Another former aspirant, Ms Norma

challenging the Electoral Commission’s
decision to block her candidature was
dismissed without the knowledge of ei-
ther her or her lawyer.

“Our sister had become so power-
ful that she had pocketed the Elector-
al Commission, police,and courts of law

toalwaysplaycardsmherfavcmr'Ms k.

Otalalleged.

She claimed that the past two years

. had been characterised by intimida-
. tion targeting her family and support-
¢ ersin an attempt to force her to aban-
. donlegal challenges against Ms Among.
“We thank God that someday Buk-
. edea may witness competitive politics
. free from torture, intimidation, and co-
: ercion,’she said.

Ms Hellen Akol Odeke,an NRM mem-

- ber who says she was blocked from con-
- testing in the NRM primaries after her
- name was allegedly removed from the
. party register, described the troubles

POLITICAL WOES"

The aggrieved politicians, drawn
from different political parties,
claim they were unlawfully de-
‘nied nomination and subjected
tointimidation during the 2021
.and 2026 electoral processes. -

facing the former Speaker as “the hand
of God”.“All she can do now is ask for

forgiveness from God if she wants to
avoid more wrath from the creator,” Ms.

Odeke said.

Mr Charles Ongelech, the NUP flag
bearer for Kachumbala County, also ac-
cused security agencies of intimidating

his supporters during the nomination :
| antsfaced threats of arrest during
: inations and accused sections oft}

process.
“My seconders were picked, tortured,
and forced to denounce me. Eventual-

. ly,they could not withstand the pain,
¢ and I'was disqualified,”Mr Ongelech al-
- leged.

He called for investigations into both

: the Electoral Commission and the Ju-
: diciary,claiming the alleged manipula-

- | tion extended beyond Bukedea to the
: wider Teso Sub-region.

Former Bukedea County MP John Bos-

- colKojosimilarly claimed that votersin
i . “We didn’t have elections in Bukedea.

The people were disenfranchised,”

Mr Ikojo said, adding that the

- over the Electoral Comrmsswn,
- and courts to shape political oy,
. inthedistrict.

- ——vwuidp B

dlsc1p11ne ahead of Monday
of parliamentary leaders d‘"'m‘
. firstsitting of the 12th \
lolo Ceremonial Grounds.

Speaker allegedly used her i

Another former contestant, y,
quested anonymity for fear of ey
claimed several women who cop,
against Ms Among in 2020 contiy
face obstacles in pursuing electiop,
tions before the Court of Appea]

The source alleged that some a

curity establishment and judici
shielding the former Speaker.

She further alleged that Ms Ap
feared open political competiti
cause her popularity in Bukedea
declined.

Ms Among could not be reached;

° comment by press time. Efforts
comments from the EC, police an
diciary were also futile by presst
y&ste!day HOW'EVELMS AIDOD,g and
three entities have previously dex
any. wrongdoing in the builduptoz |

after the Bukedea Woman MPelectn
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