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Support package in-
cludes Shs86b from
the US, Shs34.9b from
EU, Shs7.5b from Africa
CDC, and Shs1.8b from
WHO.

BYTONNY ABET
& JOSEPH KASUMBA

t least $34.5m (about Shs130b)
has separately been committed
by different foreign governments
and partners for the Ebola re-
sponse in DR Congo and Uganda, this
publication has established.

The multi-partner support pack-
age includes $23m (Shs86b) from the
United States government, Sm Euros
(Shs34.9b) from European Union, $2m
(Shs7.5b) from the Africa Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention (Africa
CDC), and $500,000 (Shs1.8b) from the
World Health Organisation (WHO).

“Over the weekend, the Department
[of State] mobilised an initial $23min
bilateral foreign assistance to imme-
diately bolster each country’s own re-
sponse,” the US embassy in Kampala
stated on May 19.

The embassy said this funding is
meant to support surveillance, labora-

tory capacity, risk communication, safe

burials, entry and exit screening, and
clinical case management.

The US government said they were
supporting the response by funding
up to 50 treatment clinics,and associat-
ed frontline costs being established in
Ebola-affected regions of the DRC and
Uganda.

“These rapidly deployed clinics will
enable unplementmg partners to es-
tablish clinical care and containment
perimeters around affected areas,”the
embassy added.

Information from Uganda’s Ministry

of Health indicates that there were two |
imported cases of Ebola Bundibugyo

Donors allocate Shs130

billion for Ebola response

European Union ambassadors pose for a photo with Bunyoro Kitara Kingdom officials at Karuziika Royal Palace in
Hoima City on Tuesday. PHOTO/JOSEPH KASUMBA

Virus Disease in Kampala, with one | DR Congo.
Ambassador Jan Sadek, the Head of |
| Ugandan response, and we have just

of the patients currently undergoing |

treatment in the Ebola isolation and
treatment unit in Kampala.
According to the Ministry, both Ebo-

la cases are from DR Congo, and one |

of them died in Kibuli Muslim Hospi-

tal on May 14.Up to 127 health workers |

and other contacts of the patients have
been quarantined over the deadly dis-
ease, according to the government. In-
formation from the WHO also shows

that over 500 suspected cases,including |

131 deaths, have been reported in the

|“European Union Delegation to Uganda,
' said on Tuesday during a visit of the Eu-
| ropean Delegation to Bunyoro Sub-re-
gion, that they have channelled their
| funding through the International Red
Cross Society.

This funding, according to the EU,
will help address critical needs related

! to coordination, surveillance, infection |

prevention and control case manage-
ment,operational support,screeningat |
border points and Ioglstms

“We are following carefully with some
concern, but we are also supporting

donated about 8,000,000 euros to In-
ternational Red Cross Society to help
on health aspects, surveillance, border

| crossing and so on,”Mr Sadek said

He further explained that they also

| intend to give out flexible funding of 1

million euros that can be used immedi-
ately by the Ugandan Red Cross Socie-
ty to coordinate their activities during
this period of Ebola outbreak.

The Africa Union’s Africa CDC indi-

cated that they have already ¢
multidisciplinary experts,
specialists in epidemiology, inf
prevention and control, laborat
tems, risk communication, logj
emergency coordination, and “nz;5 -
ternally mobilised $2 mil]irm 0 g
port the continental response.

“This outbreak is occurring in or
the most complex operational er;
ments on the continent, mark
security, population mobilit
health systems, and limited
countermeasures for the Bundi
ebolavirus disease,”said Dr Jean Kaze5_
director general of Africa CDC.

“We call upon our member stat
international partners to stand
er with Africa CDC, the World
Organisation (WHO), Unicef am. he
affected countries to prevent fur
spread and protect our populations,:
added.

Our reporters could not readily es
lish how much of the funding is beiy
channelled directly to the Governmsnt
of Uganda, but there is already an ind;
cation that some of the fundmo i
given through unplementers lik
Red Cross Society.

Mr Alan Kasujja, the director of Uzan-
da Media Centre, said the government
is in control. “President Museveni has
been very clear that we are prioritis-
ing the lives of Ugandans, and we don't
need anybody’s help in order to save
Ugandans. We will find the money”Mr
Kasujja said.“We'll sort it out ourselves.
If people are willing to come and sup-
port us, that is well and good. But in the
meantime, we’re not waiting for people
tocometorescueus.”
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