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%Afrlcals notthe 
world’s‘climate solutlon 
BY MARTHA GETAGHEW 
BEKELE 

ADDIS ABABA. When po 
s o e oA and climate change, th 
fend to use the same wordy 
“leadership;opportunity”and “solutions. Africa i no longer 
presented primarily s vulner- 
abletothe effects of rising tem: 
peratures, but rather as indi 
‘pensableto the global response | 
to climate change, with a fo- 
cus on the continent's renew: 
able-energy potential natural 
carbon sinks, critical minerals, 
and young workforce. 
‘This reframing has been 
welcomed as a corrective to 
older narratives of Africa's 
victimisation. But, on closer 
inspection, the growing 
recognition of the continent's 
Tole as a global climate leader 
reflects an effort to shift 
Tesponsibility for the climate 
crisis away from historical 
emitters and toward those now 
expectedtodeliversolutions” 
With the 2027 United Nations 
Climate Change Conference 
(COP32)in Addis Ababaalready 
dominating political discus- 
sions across the continent, Af- 
rican leaders must choose their 
language more carefully than 
they have in the past. If the 
“solutions" narrative is adopt- 
eduncritically it wll einforce 
structural arrangements that 
sustain Africa’s continued ex- 
ploitation. 
‘The Afican Union's commu- 

nications have helped legiti- 
‘mise this framing, as have 

larations from the irst two Af- 
rica Climate Summits. The lat- 
terpaired.the language of cli-  green 
‘mate justice with the goal of 
attracting investment, as if ad- 

dressing Africa’ climate chal- 
lenges is simply a matter of 
demonstrating the continent’s 
investability rather than re- 
dressing| injustices. 
‘While the language of “lead- 

ership* appears empowering, | ca 
it transfers the burden of cli 
‘mate action from developed 
countries’ budgets to private 

‘markets and developing coun- 
triesbalancesheets It rearran- 
esreality - o borrow a phrase 
from critis of development 
discourse -and renders climate 
change an ahistorical and apo- 
litical problem. 
‘Unpacking this narrative ex- 

poses its contradictions. First, 
‘Africa is framed as a potential 
provider of renewable solu- 
tions that will accelerate the 
globalenergy transition. 

‘But data show that while in- 

‘lc.lll’Mnl in dull energy is 

" dustialistion and dean man- 
g, ather than as citi- 

2ens whose dignity must bese- 
cured through fair wages and 
decent work. 

‘This framing obscures who 
benefis from these transitions 
andwhose labor ultimately be- 
comes expendable. 
When climate justice is o 

Tonger a question of liabili: 
ty and obligation, but instead 
is regarded as a technical fi- 
nancing challenge, Africa’s 
supposed leadership on cli- 
‘mate solutions is channelled 
through the same market log- 
ic underlying its long hists 
1y of exploitation (and which 
helped create the climate cri- 
i) Africarisks falling into an 
old trap: serving the interests 
of wealthy countries while re- 

s mainingstructurally disadvan- 
support countriesin adapting | taged. 
toclimaechange “The continent’sleaders must 
Second, Africas forests, par-  developan Afrocentri climate 

ticularly the Congo Basin, are pasiton rootedin theprinciple 
increasingly positioned as crit_of special needs and specialir 
ical infrastructure for carbon - cumstances,which reflcts the 
offets which allowrich-coun _continent’s tructural inequal 
trypolluters tocentinue pump-  itiescaused by slavery,coloni- 
ing out greenhouse-gas emis- alism, genocide,and ecocide; 
sions. marginalisation in the global 
Questions that should be po- - economy; and heightened vul- 

litical - which enities pay for  nerabiltytoclima chane. 
these credts nd whoseland . Such a oston must nsit 
andlivelihoods e reorganised  that Afica low emissions i 
asaresult- arereducedtothe _ited capacity to adapt,art. 
technicalities o rauation and torical underdeselopment jus- 
verification. tify differentiated treatment, 

unconditional public inance, 
Mineralpotential preservation of policy space, 
‘Third,the *solutions* frame- - and access to affordable and 
work tends to focus on Afr. _adaptable non-proprietary 
cas abundant supply ofcritcal technol 
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dec- | minerals, which are required _Ahead of COP32, African pol- 
for the batteries and other —icymakers must ecognise that 
clean technologies driving the _ climate governance increas 

transition. inglyprioritisescapital mobil 
‘But this followsa familiar pat-sation over redstribution. As 2 
tern: Offcials present extrac- _ result they should be prepared 
tion as an indispensable“con: ~to defend justice-based caims 
tribution” that can boost ex- - while avoiding dependence on 
ports, even though African _ deb:creating climate-finance 
countries often haveltle tono _instruments,including conces: 
control over processing or pric- - sional loans. 
mg,lwu.lm‘gmhlmltdva.lne Their longer-term focus 

should be on strategicaly de- 
urth Aftica eadrshaveinking foma ot hat con 

started referring to the conti _ sistently frames Africaas mai- 
nent's population as an eco- Iy a supplier of carbon sinks, 
‘nomic asset, Thus, Afrcansare _ critical minerals, and mitiga- 
regarded as inpu for greenin- | tion asets for decarbonisation 

elsewhere. 
Wealthy countries are re- 

CGLIMATE CHANGE  sponsible for the bulkof histor- 
£ i emissions.This reality must 

form the backbone of Africas 
climate stance, without apolo- 

ordilution. 
The continent’s leaders 

Trecognisec 
ership*for what it really is: 
symbolic move motivated by 
the desire of some ofthe larg- 
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