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United, Banana farmers display their products at Ekik M

ke Market in Mt icipali

improve prices, produce

Organised. The farmers have formed a
union, which intends to mobilise existing
banana growers’ organisations, spearhead
formation of new ones and bring them
together, among others.

BY ALFRED TUMUSHABE
atumushabe@ug nationmedia.com

ANKOLE. Banana farmers in Ankole
sub-region have formed an organisa-
tion, Uganda Banana Producers Coop-
erative Union, to shore up growing of
the crop, improve marketing and pro-
mote proper handling.

The production and actors inbanana
value chain face challenges of banana
bacterial wilt, low farm gate prices,
unscrupulous middlemen, declining
soil fertility and unpredictable and ex-
treme weather conditions, according
to Mr Asaph Mugizi, the organisation’s
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ing from poor handling methods and
forms of poor presentation (in mar-
kets) and limited value addition are
the other setbacks.

The union, spearheaded by banana
farmers from Ankole sub-region, was
registered with Uganda Cooperative
Alliance in February, and has seven
primary cooperative societies.

The State minister for Cooperatives,
Mr Fredrick Ngobi Gume, launched
the union on August 25, at Mbarara
Zonal and Agriculture Research In-
stitute.

Mr Mugizi, who also served as
chairman of Mbarara District Farm-
ers Association, says the challenges
cannot be overcome without the ba-
nana farmers coming together.

“Banana producers are small holder
farmers scattered in different villages
and are not organised. Each farmer
grows their own choice of varieties

and use own methods. This compli-
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Big producers.
About 75 per
cent of farmers

in Uganda grow
bananas for

food and income
security. Ankole
and Kigezi sub-
regions contribute
more than 60

per cent of the
estimated 10
million tonnes of
bananas produced

inUganda annually.

of uniform products,”
says.

Presently, there are not many pri-
mary societies for banana farmers.

The intention of the union is also
to mobilise existing banana grow-
ers’ organisations, spearhead for-
mation of new ones and bring them
together.

Those who have joined the union
include Kakyerere Rural Coopera-
tive Society (Mbarara), Kigarama
Matooke Cooperative Society
(Ntungamo), Kyabugimbi Area En-
terprise Cooperative Society (Bushe-
nyi), Kajaka Investment Cooperative
Society (Mbarara) and Kashozi Ma-
tooke Cooperative Society (Sheema).
Others are Biharwe Matooke Produc-
ers Cooperative Society (Mbarara)
and Rwenshonzi Farmers’ Coopera-
tive Society (Mbarara).

The champions of the union also
expect to bring on board banana
farmers in Kabarole, Bunyangabu,
Wakiso, Rakai, Luweero, Tororo,
Jinja, Dokolo, Mbale, Sironko and
other banana growing districts.

“Banana production in other parts
of Uganda is not as vibrant as it is
in south western. Here [in Ankole],
people have interest; and it’s both a
commercial and food crop. Through
collaboration withresearchers at Na-
tional Agricultural Research Organi-
sation (Naro). we estahlisheqd tha*

Mr Mugizi

ly. The farmers have formed an organisation to foster their business. -

Banana farmers unite to
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Residents go to polls

BUNYANGABU: Residents of
Bunyargabu District are expected to

vote for their leaders for both district
chairperson and Woman MP today.
Bunyangzbu was carved out of Kabarole
District and started operations on July 1.
Three pecple are vying for the Woman MP
seat, including State minister for Gender
and Culture Peace Mutuuzo (NRM), Ms
Dorothy Nyzakaisiki (FDC) and Ms Lydia
Kiiza (Ind). Mr James Ategeka (NRM), Mr
Silver Tweycngere (FDC) and Mr Richard
Mugazi (Ind) are tussling it out for the dis-
trict chairperson seat. [Alex Ashaba)

District passes resolution

KAKUMIRO: Kakumiro District coun-
cil on Tuesday unanimously approved a
motion supporting Parliament to amend
the contenticus Article 102 (b) of the
Constitution to remove the age limit for
the president. The motion was tabled
by Birembo Sub-county ceuncillor, Mr
Eria Twebaze, before an extraordinary
council sitting presided over by the
district speaker, Mr Joseph Ajuna Byar—
ugaba. Mr Onesmus Twinamasiko, the
Bugangaizi East MP, who is in support
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bananas can as well thrive in otiler
parts of the country. It only takes

Phassion and concentration, and that's
part of oy agenda,”
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