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hysically campaigned 
joor-to-doorin 76 out 

‘of the 86 villages in Jinja 
North, and in every sin- 
le home | campaigned 
m:em was bottled 

ragainst the 
sub-region's leadership 
and NRM.The sub-re- 

n's leaders seem to 
only care about their 

| convenience and are 
not articulating people’s 
problems. 

u‘sul‘- IAKA 

Towing up in Namulesa (Busoga 
Sub-egion)in the 90s he commu- 
nityabhorred three things: Achild 
not going 1o school,achild having 

dreadlocks,and child idling i the vil- 
1age squalor—the so-called ghettos— 
smoKing marijuana, playing matatu 
and beingunproductive and a threat to 
community safety. 
EVery parent, poor o by village stand- 
ards, rich, did their best to keep their 
children from those vices because 
ifit happened, it showed that the fami- 
Jy or parent had failed. So,what did the 
parents do? They kept faith in the sys- 
tem and sold that hope to their chil- 
dren: That f you keptin school and or 
worked hard, ife could be good and 
the family fortunes would positively 
‘That faith and hopefulness were seen 

7 @@pe presidential ballot. 1996, 2001, 
,and 2011, They trusted the ruling 

'National Resistance Movement (NRM) 
led government would deliver 

‘care,food security shelter, education of 
their jobs,and security. 
“The more they kept the faith, how- | 

ever, the more joblessness increased, 
the more health centres around them 
turned into centres of pain instead of 
healing.and the less those they took for 
leaders cared about them that them.- 
selves. 
By 2021, the feeling of betrayal was 

heavy The parents faith in the govern- 
‘ment and message of hope (o their chil- 
dren had not delivered. Children had 
dropped out of school, those who had 
completed school were jobless, most 
‘fmilies couldn'tafford two meals aday 
and the sick were not sure what they . 
would find at the health centres. And 
yet those seen as the region's political 
Jeaders by virtue of the positions they 
‘held in the NRM government were do- 
inglitle to mollfy the people but got 
‘entangled in ego-centric turf wars. To 
send amessage, the people decided to 

first| against the rul- 

Istarted community organisation in 
*yural Jinja City as a first year universi- 
1y student in 2007, giving me a chance 

{0 0bserve and be part of the people's 
struggle for education, better house- 
‘old income, health issues and food un- 

MrsaacImaka (right) conducts one of tho grassroots social economic transformation engagements in Jinja North, 
Jinja City. PHOTOS/ COURTESY OF ISAAC IMAKA 

Mrlsaac Imaka speaks during a campai 
constituency. 

certainty.In 2017, resigned from my 
journalism job at Daily Monitorto g0 
and intensify my solutions based com- 
‘munity leadership throughout Busoga 
through the Kyabazinga's organisation, 
the Gabula Royal Foundation. 

Community meeting after another in 
all the eleven chiefdoms, the concern 
was the same—the people felt forsak 
en and neglected by government and 
the party leaders were concerned only 
aboutthemselves. 

1, therefore, understood their disap- 
pointment in 2024 when, during Presi- 
dent Musevenrs visitin Wakitakain Jin- 
JaNorth for the National Resistance Ar- 
‘my (NRA) Liberation Day celebrations, 
asub-region'sleader took to the micro- 
phoneand said the sub-region had sent 
her to apologsse on their behalf for not 
voting for NRM in 2021, instead of on 
the issues affecting the sub region. The 
‘people got the message. They were on 
theirown. 
‘They knew it and so they hated NRM 
itto the extent that all my subsequent 
consultative engagements in Jinja 

Community mee- 
tingafter another 
inallthe elaven 
chiefdoms, the. 
concemnwasthe 
same-the people 

felt forsaken and neglected by 
government and the party lea- 
ders were concerned only about 
themselves...They hated NRM... 
tothe extent that all my sub- 
sequent consultative engage- 
mentsin Jinja North for Member 
of Parfiament on NRM ticket re- 
ceived one clear feedback: We: 
‘will ot vots NRM. 
IfBusoga rejects NRM, the solu- 
tionis notin embracing the Na- 
tional Unity Platform (NUP) or 
anyother political party from 
across the River Nile. History 
has taughtus that it only pla- 
catesafew. Busoga mustgeta 
voice tospeak up foritself,set 
clear terms and condtions for 
whatitwants in exchange for 
political support,” Isaac Imaka, 
theauthor and former Jinja 
North MP candidate. 

Horth for b mber of Partiament on 

theOppeosition either oering been 2 prs- 
litlealjnsrmatiet and 
nityor 
Opperith 
” 
nomie change inthis Animal Furmthé 
e problem is not man v 
N Majors 3t peeple o bl 

that remerring him snll foreres sho 
h the ot cavee of unser and 1 

ing—the probler 
and strateszic) | deeseled toyom 
Indeperdent 

I pheysicalky campryiened devre 1o doer 
in7houtof the 3 villasesin finja 
andin every sinsle hore I campigned 
in,there was bottled anger against the 
aibvrezgon's eader-hipa 
The sub resion's eaders seern 1 0n 

Iy care about their convenience and 
are not articulating people’s probler 
The NRM is accused of ghettomsing com 
munities by promoting and nevraring, 
pangsters. 
“Wiry would the gorvernment start m 

ananling and promoting the same peo- 
pleho termrise them dxy and night~ 
one woman wonderee referring 1o the 
NRM's hobnobbing with the ghetto 
oth. 
She added: “Our ehildren are in the 

ghettos because they dropped out of 
school,they Lack jobs,and are nesw doms, 
drugs Instead of the government bring: 

ing real solutions, they are instead fid- 
ing o our plight 10 spite us into voting 
for them.* 
Unlike in the past when elders guid- 

ed the young in political decision mak- 

ing the elders in Busoga lost that hoos- 

Ty when' the aith they placed m the sy» . » - 

tem begotjoblessnes steepincome me- 
quality nd hopelessness. 
s the young people who now run 

the show, and because the type of lead- 

ers who betrayed their parents cari't be 
trusted, they choose those who quack 

little better than them, but at least they 
all quack. We are the Jerusalem and 

Judah as described in the book of tsar 

ah, Chapter 3—a desperate, chaotic so- 

ciety inwhich someone is grabbed and 
begaedto lead smply because they own 
adoak. 
For decades, Busoga has been the fer- 

tile soil for political farming, Political 
parties go there to cultivate easy mass 
support in exchange for some govern- 
‘ment or political leadership positions. 
for those who help water the political 
farms. The loser has always been the 

‘common Musoga. 
Look at the post-elections conduct of 

Busoga's elected leaders; they have set 
the tone for the next five years—the 
usual unhelpful personal fights that 
have bedevilled the region for the last 
five years Meanwhile, other sub-regions. 
are busy in the corndors of power push- 
ing their sub-regions’ interests before ./ 

the sweanng-in. 
If Busoga rejects NRM, the solution is 
not in embracing the National Unity 
Platform (NUP) or any other political 

from across the River Nile History 
has taught us that it oy placates a few 
Busoga must get 3 voice to speak up for 
itself set clear terms and conditions for 
what it wants in exchange for political 
support.No more blind following and 
hand clapping by the appeased few. 
“The Namulesa of the 90s is long gone. 

‘Parents lost control. Ghettoes run the 

showand the leaders who would have 
helpedinstead fund ghetto militias that 
‘even terrorise the community There's a 
deepsenseofberayal 

MrIsaac Imaka is a journalist and 

former MP candidate for Jinja North 
Constituency. imackisa@gmailcom 
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