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| physically campaigned
por-to-doorin 76 out
f the 86 villages in Jinja
yrth, and in every sin-
p home | campaigned
ere was bottled
or against the
sub-region’s leadership
and NRM.The sub-re-
on's leaders seem to
only care about their
| gonvenience and are
not articulating people's
problems.

;ﬁuclmu

TOWINE up in Namulesa (Buso,
Sub-region) in the 00s,the mmmﬁ
nﬂyal;ghlmvd three things: A child
not going 1o school, a child having
dreadlocks, and child idling in the vil-
. lage squalor—the so-called ghettos—
| smoKing marijuana, playing matatu
and gunproductive and a threat to
community safety
Every parent, poor or by village stand-
ards, rich, did their best to keep their
children away from those vices because
ifit happened, it showed that the fami-

Iy or parent had failed, So,what did the |

parents do? They kept faith in the sys-
tem and sold that hope to their chil-
dren: That if you kept in school and or

worked Iha.rd. life could be good and |
| the family fortunes would positively |

That faith and hopefulness were seen

i ;’ e presidential ballot. 1996, 2001,
,and 2011, They trusted the ruling

I National Resistance Movement (NRIM)

-led government would deliver |

| parny- :
“for them a life where they could afford

care, food semrily,shc.lr.er.ed}lcatimof |

‘ the bare minimum of life - basic health

their children,jobs,and security.
| The more they kept the faith, how-
ever, the more joblessness increased,

the more health centres around them |
turned into centres of pain instead of |

healing. and the less those they took for
leaders cared about them that them-

selves.
| "By 2021, the feeling of betrayal was
heavy The parents'faith in the govern-
ment and message of hope (o their chil-
dren had not delivered. Children had
dropped out of school, those who had
completed school were jobless, most
families couldn't afford two meals a day

would find at the health centres. And
yet those seen as the region’s political
leaders by virtue of the positions they
held in the NRM government were do-
ing little to mollify the people but got
‘entangled in ego-centric turf wars, To

~ send a message, the people decided to
w first blood—voted against the rul-

gpa
started community organisation in
al Jinja City as a first year universi-
student in 2007, giving me a chance
o observe and be part of the people’s
‘struggle for education, better house-
 hold income, health issues and food un-

and the sick were not sure what they .

—,

‘hal next after govt belrayal,
soga’s silent rejection of NRM?

Mr Isanc Imaka (right) conducts one of the grassroots soclal economic transformation engagements in Jinja North,
Jinja City. PHOTOS/ COURTESY OF ISAAC IMAKA
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Mr Isaac Imaka speaks during a campaign engagement in Jinja North

constituency.

certainty. In 2017, 1 resigned from my
Jjournalism job at Daily Monitor to go
and intensify my solutions-based com-
munity leadership throughout Busoga

through the Kyabazinga's organisation,
B .

the Gabula Royal

Community meeting after another in
all the eleven chiefdoms, the concern
was the same—the people felt forsak-
en and neglected by government and
the party leaders were concerned only
about themselves.

1, therefore, understood their disap-
pointment in 2024 when, during Presi-
dent Museveni's visit in Wakitaka in Jin-
Jja North for the National Resistance Ar-
my (NRA) Liberation Day celebrations,
a sub-region’s leader took to the micro-
phone and said the sub-region had sent
her to apologise on their behalf for not
voting for NRM in 2021, instead of on
the issues affecting the sub-region. The
people got the message. They were on
their owm.

They knew it and so they hated NRM
itto the extent that all my subsequent
consultative engagements in Jinja

Community mee-
ting after another
inall the eleven
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chiefdoms, the
concern was the
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felt forsaken and neglected by
government and the party lea-
ders wera concerned only about
themselves..They hated NRM...
tothe extent that all my sub-

ments in Jinja North for Member
of Parfiament on NRM ticket re-
ceived one clear feedback: We
will not vote NRM.

If Busoga rejects NRM, the solu-
tionis not in embracing the Na-
tional Unity Platform (NUP) or
any other political party from
across the River Nile, History
has taught us thatit only pla-
catesafew. Busogamustgeta
voice to speak up for itself, set
clear terms and conditions for
what it wants in exchange for
political support,” Isaac Imaka,
the author and former Jinja
North MP candidate.
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I phrysically campaiened door 1o doer
76 outof the 36 village in Jinja Morth,
and in every single home | campigned
in, there was battled anger against the
aih-region’s leaderhip and MR,

The sub-region’s learders seem to on
Iy care about their eonvenienes and
are not articulating people’s problemns,
The NRM is acoused of ghettonsing corme
mimities ke promoting and rewarding
pangsters,

“Wiry weonild the greesmment start re
wanling and promoting the same peo-
plewho terrorise them diry and night7
one worman wondered, referring to the
NRM's hobnobbing with the ghetto
yonth,

She added: *Onir children are in the
ghettos because they dropped out of
school, thesy Lack jebs, and are neew dong
drugs. Instead of the gavernenent bring:

~ Perspective

ing real solutions, they are instead nd-

ing om our plight to sprte us into voting
for them.”

Unlike in the past when elders guid-
ed the young in political decision malk-
ing, the elders in Busoga lost that hoo-
rywhen the faith they placed in thesys .
tem hegrt joblessness, stevp INCOME (N
qualitg anid hopelessness

I's the young people who now run
the show, and because the type of lead-
ers who betrayed their parents can’t be
trusted, they choose those who quack 3
little better than them, but at least they
all quack. We are the Jerusalem and
Judah as described in the book of L
ah, Chapter 3—a desperate, chaotic 50
ciety in which someone 15 grabbed and
begged to lead simply because they own
acloak.

For decades, Busoga has been the fer-
tile soil for political farmruns, Political
parties go there to cultivate easy mass
support in exchange for some govern-
ment or political leadership positions
for those who help water the political
farms. The loser has always been the
commaon Musoga.

Look at the post-elections conduct of
Busoga's elected leaders; they have set
the tone for the next five years—the
usual unhelpful personal fights that
have bedevilled the region for the last
five years. Meanwhile, other sub-regions
are busy in the corndors of power push-
ing their sub-regions’ interests before
the swearingin.

If Busoga rejects NRM, the solution is
not in embracing the National Unity
Platform (NUP) or any other political
party from across the River Nile. History

has taught us that it only placates a few.
Busoga must get a voice to speak up for
itself set clear terms and conditions for
what it wants in exchange for political
support. No more blind following and
hand clapping by the appeased few.

The Namulesa of the 90s is long gone.
Parents lost control. Ghettoes run the
show, and the leaders who would have
helped instead fund ghettomilitias that
even terrorise the community There's a
deep sense ofbetrayal.

Mrlsaac Imaka is a journalist and
former MP candidate for Jinja North

* Constituency. imackisa@gmail.com
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