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Using tourism to save the environment

roﬂ‘:h' As Uganda joins
»PP‘M of the world to mark
[ e ““m Day today, sector players
“."'hml'gh visiting tourism and
_‘.1"“'3‘ sites, the importance of
¢ecting the environment can
[ emphasised:
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qanda is estimated to be

earning more than a trillion

Shillings from the tourism

Sor that includes national and

_mmc parks, mountains, hills, falls,

‘?’m,ml heritage sites and rituals,
i {",pna others things.

“-}E Uganda joins the rest of the
_Id to mark Tourism Day today,
“‘l,.ism the world over has been
(5’"‘(, as one the activities that
¢ atly impact the environment. Ac-
¢ dina to www.triplepundit.com,
_urism increases air pollution due
¥ emoke from tourists’ vehicles,

grism degrades land resources
ch as forests, wildlife, minerals,
iorile soil, wetland, and fossil fuels,

s ianites from expanded con-
quction of recreational facilities
hat adds more pressure to both

nning landscapes and natural

Ms Madeline Stuart feeds a giraffe at the Uganda Wild Life Education Centre in Entebbe. Ugandan communities can

<cources. ¢ ;
ther problems linked to tour- use tourism to protect the environment. fie om0 I~
~ 1 include shortage of water re-
iz lt)eerc?g?et:\he éndustry over-  tourist destinations. tourism affects many communities ~ fact that their community board- ~ others will learn greatly from our
ses ;;ra T 3 e",EIOPmem _Mr Asiimwe says to address the  and the environment. ers with Queen Elizabeth National ~ experience and this will be made
of go!t © » Swimming pools, likely negative impacts of tourism "The challenge we have is that  Park from East to West by the more special since the citizens are

ol_el_z Z’I‘?o?rgs?sersonal effects of on environment, UTB and the tour-  some communities around tourism ~ North therefore every member of  willing to amicably organise work-
indiv! l:he Whands TS ISm ministry visit tourism sites and ~ sites sometimes have a negative the community is provided with a  ing with us towards a better_socrai
goth 9 ourism Board  cultural heritage where they teach  attitude that they benefit nothing tree to plant and hopes to have environment and preservation of

(UTB) execgﬂg’ﬁ glrecto(; Stephen managers on how to protect the from them. That is why they clear planted 9,200 trees by 2019. heritage, both cultural and natu- =%
Asiimwehan Froct wa}Ta u Kabag- environment. forests and bushes around games ~ “We encourage the government  ral,” he says.
mbe, t ET lx? aolz eil"‘ts Travel  “We have embarked on engag- and national parks. But as people  to come up and support us revive  Mr Asiimwe adds that every.tour- -
5 'Kabz : ‘regt ?r‘:we ge thhat ing all people involved in tourism in tourism we encourage tree plant-  our crater lakes into another envi- ism company is encouraged to
tourism ast g pact on the busnngss |n'c|udmg those working ing,” he adds. ronmental aspect of concern,” Mr  have staff whose major role is pro-
environment. b ; In tourism sites to be mindful of the Kabagambe stresses. tecting the environment through
r Kabagalm ; Saé's torﬂsm ex-  environment. We teach them how Steps taken “We have about 20 crater lakes in identiging activities that are non-
stress on fand an tC(chu d :lea,d to o protect the environment for in-  He says they have also rolledup nu-  the region that are not known and  friendly to the environment.
sol atmtlol;\_. Btulgmefa" ed Fi_zfl{tlon,' stance planting trees,” Mr Asiimwe  merous sensitisation programmes  of less value to both local com- “We have planted trees around
patural hebita doss, i da WERED e linked directly with cultural, natu-  munities and government at large.  Bwindi National Park to prevent
purden 0“ ehnt angere .SPIQC';_S- _Mr Asiimwe adds that commu-  ral and social environments. Their  These are being misused by com-  gorillas from destroying people’s
He says @ tha Pr°9tfe|551vey e- nities living around tourism sites company tries to spread aware- munitiesaroundthemandweneed gardens. Communities used to at-
stroy the enwrgnmen_a resources  are also taught to avoid reckless ness, trigger respect for local val-  to sensitise communities on the tack gorillas because they were de-
pended on by toglr!sm. activities such as bushing burning,  ues, and instigate endeavours to-  gold just before them,” he adds.  stroying their bananas but with the
Triple pundlt website adds that enCrOBC_hment on game reserves  wards nature every time they meet He notes that he feel hurt when  planting of trees they are not able
courism contnbut?as to mﬁre than 5 and national parks in addition to  with local communities. he sees animals starving and dying  to smell bananas in far distances,”
or cent of global greenhouse gas  discouraging them from clearing At Hearts Travel & Kabah Taxi, of thirsty because of lack of drink-  he adds.
emissions: with transporﬁ}tlz.n ac-  bushes and forests which are a according to Mr Kabagambe, they  ing water caused by deforestation Mr Asiimwe said they have en-
counting for 90 per cent of this. habitat for wild animals. have a programme to plant 9,200 in the area. He therefore uses his couraged communities around
" Thewebsite adds that Zco-tourl:fmh Mr Kabagambe stresses that trees in Katerera in Bunyaruguruto  company to convinced people to  tourism sites to invest in hotels,
F s rapidly growing industry, with  tourism is all about having a good  preserve the already endangered preserve forest, water reservoirs eatery places and travel companies;
tential benefits for both the envi-  time in a good God-given nature. nature. and plant trees. and also to sell artifacts, sculptures
ronment and the economies ofthe  But sadly, the negative aspect of This, he says, was driven by the ~ “We are therefore convinced that  and traditional wear.
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2 :  Sustainable Tourism ~ A tool for Development. Tourlsm Is Uganda's Number 1 export, let us keep

b Join us in Kalangala District, this vear's host of World Tourism Day events, and let us oromote travel and
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