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Itis not yet clearifthe 
N0-showis a pesult of 
ack of school fees, 
scholastic materials, or 
helearners enrolled in 
otherschools. 

BYMONITORTEAM 
everal public primary schools in 
thecountrysidehave continued to 
recontlonwattendance of leamers 
despite the first acadeic term en- 

teringitssecond month, 
Schoolsoffciallyopened the 2026 First 

Term on February 10, following a post: 
Ponement from the original reporting 
date due 1o the January 15 General lee 
Hn. st Term il close on May 1. 
Acountrywide aurvey by this publica- 

Hon this weok reveals that some leamers 
v ot yetreportev o thedr respective: schoolg 
s not yetclear ifthe no show isare- 
SUoflack of school fees,scholasticma- 
eralsor the leamers enrolled in other 
Schoolg. 
Tor example, at Muganza Primary 

S |mhnl\'xllumml)wxfm”m\d 
Lcherir Gideon Mugisha, says only 
* plsoutofthe cxpected 1,020 ave 
*lareported for the First Term. 
His counterpart at Andeni Primary 

School inMaracha District, Mr Dick Aza- 
Fa.says some of the learners are still at home and the parents have not taken the responsibilityto send them back to 
school, 
Hesays theschool had an enrolment of 

1500 pupils last year, but since the begin- 
"Ming of theterm, only 1,000 have report- 
©d.Parents have a negative attitude to- 
‘ands the education of their childrenin 
our community here. Even the children 
Wealready have atschoolarenot catered 
forintems of provisionofscholasticma- 
\erials feeding medication,amongother 
1SSues7Mr Azaga 

InNebbi,the districtisn't doing wellin 
Lems of completion ate,according toa 
T¥Port from the district Education De- 
Partment, 

A3 schools resumed a month ago, the 
;‘ahzsmwwm\owmmof i 
‘emers even in thesecond month. 

Whythedrop 
Some of the factors advanced for the 

dropout rate include early marriages, 
Poverty.and a lack of basic sanitary fa’ 
ltesfor the giis demoralising pupil, | 
awellasalack of support from parents, 
andchildlabour 

cardens. M Francis Okunyu, the head teach- € of lice Primary School in Chegere. Sub-county says their enrolment was 
very high before the anset of the frst 
Tainy scason, but now the class attend- 
anceisirregular. 
“We had many pupils at school, but when we started receiving rainfalllast 

‘Week, many of them are now at home 
helping their parents to workin the gar- 
lens; h: 
AU Apele Primary School in Ibuje 
Skxhuml'{,unhudmwlmy]m 

Ogwang,says the turn upis high,butis 
‘worried that it may drop once they start 
asking parents and guardians to com- 
‘Plete payment of examination fees. 

*We started recording the high enrol- 
mentin the second and the third week Of Term One,but we are worried it may 

Why daily attend ance has 
dropped in primary schools 

ddressos pupils of Bugongl Primary School in Kabalo Town during a parado on Wadnesday, The head toach- 
:r‘:n'rc .I“i:'n:y Mayaris saya curront onrolmontis 331 but anavorago of 25 oarmers ars bsant o a dlybasis. PHOTO) 
ROBERTMUHEREZA 

drop when the exams draw closer be- 
causeit'snowatrend-hesays. 
MrRichard Abongnthe head teacher of 

Alworoceng Primary School,alsoin - 
jeSub-county.says poor infrastructure is 
another reason they are registering low 
leamerattendance. “ 
“Atourschool thefive stance pitlatrine 
forgirishasbeenclosed dueto tscurrent 
poor tate, and now we have only one 
available for morethan 700 g Thisdis- 
courages some giisfrom school, espe- 
cally theadolescent gt hesays. 
InNwoya District theseverely low turn- 

outof learners has eftits education au- 
| thorities scratching their heads for solu- 

tions.For example,les than 40 percent 
of pupils have reported back to school 
at Corom Camgury,Te-dam and Kochlii 

i rschools. 

HH"I'E:JV‘JEB are here in school, but we 
strugele with this huge problem of ab- 
senteeismsince children are not coming 
tochool.A teacher gets toa lass with 
an enrollment of 80 and finds only five 
leamers; Vs Rosemary Ajok,ateacherat 
‘Tedam Primary Schoolays. 
Mr James Boniface Achellam, the dis- 
trictinspector of schools,describes the 
situationas 
“In the first week, we recorded a big 

‘number ofschools that did not egistera 
singleleamer?Mr Achellamsays. 

‘MrAchellam explains that they estab- 
lished that parents are keeping children 
in the gardens instead of sending them 
toschool 
“Our parents tell the learers to sup- 

‘port them in their farming activties,be- 
cause this s a peasant population where. 
children workin the garden, and don't 
come to school. In many cases,children 
can even be away for three or four days, 
they come back,and nobody puts them 
totasktoexplain, hesays. 

To tackle the problem, Mr Achellam 
says they are now carrying out engage- 
ments with parents from schook-to- 
schooltosensitise and mobilse them to 
take their children toschool. 

Last week, the education department 
of Nwoya embarked on a community 
sensitisation drive aimed at rallying par- 
entstosend childrentoschool. 

At Kibibi Primary School, located in 
the rural setting of Jinja District,pupils 
spendnearlyamonth ofFist Term with- 
out fully attending classes.Some of this 
low attendance s attributed toshortage 
ofteachersat the school. 
“The challenge we have here s lack 
ofteachers. Our staff ceiling is 18 teach- 
ers, but only 13 are available, yet par- 
ents have endeavoured to bringal chil- 
dren backto school,”Mr Joseph Sibuku- 
le,the school head teacher, says. He adds: 

“Infact 1 am also forced o teach to help 
closethe gaps, butwe il feel the burden 
ofthe heavy workload” 

In Luuka District, Mr Godfrey Birum- 
buthe head teacher of Bugabula Prima- 
1y School says the school was expecting 
about 800 pupilsatthe start of the term, 
butonly 620 have s far reported. 
n the Ankole Sub-region, education- 

istshave decried the delay of pupils tore- 
portbacktoschool asclassrooms remain 
empty 
Ackonting o Me Sephen biru Waru- 

fithe Rubiriz District education officer, 
‘most families are poor and as a result, 
itis the children who workas casual la- 
‘bourers to plant beans, maize,and oth- 
ercrops. 
“Most schools do not prepare food for 

the learners,and being a basic need, es- 
‘pecially for orphans and the ones from 
‘poor families,children cannot stay in 
schoolwithout food. Thisis areason they 
have to frst scavenge before reporting 
toschool, he says,adding. 1’ only chik 
dren from rich households who can af- 
ford food and report immediately as the 
term commences” » 
MrDeo Mubrwez,the senior education 

officer for Mbarara District,says:“Some 
parents st se their children asa source: 
of labourat the expense of their educa- 
tion. They send them out to sell food- 

HIGH TURNOUT IN 
SOME PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

“The head teacher at Kizinga Prima- 
ry SchoolinKabale District, Mr Peter 
Ampur says pupils’ enroliment 

hasinstead increased from 480 last 
yoarto510.Ho attributos this tothe 
recentclosure ofanearby privato 
primary school and the conducive 

toachingand learning environment at 
hisschool. 
Intho sastorn distrit of Bugii, toa- 
chers arealso ovorwhalmed by tho 

largo turnout of pupils,whichhas 
forcod some to studyunder trees 

' dustoashortageofclassrooms. 
MrApasherd Sanya, the head tea- 
cherof Namayemba Church of Ugan- 
‘daPrimary School, said pupil nu- 
mbers have increased from 873to 
1523. 
“Some ofthem [pupils], especiallyin 
the lowar classes, are studying under 
the mango tree as wowait for the dis- 
trictto construct additional class- 
rooms; he says, adding that the sch- 
colalsolacks staff houses, and desks. 

M Simon Opolot, the nspector of 
schoolsin Soroti City,alsosays pu- 
pils dailyattendance is gradualy im- 
proving, but the onlyissue at hand is 
that the parents are not cooperating 
ingiving dataneeded for the Educa- 
tion Management Information Sys- 
tem (EMIS) registration. 
MrOpolot saysthe registration helps 
inthe government's budgstingpro- 
cesses. Ho explains thatlast year, 
2,304 out 0f 23,578 of the total en- 
rollment of feamersdid not register 
inthe EMIS. 

l‘hflz—:—__——_ 

ST in g centres o paise roney 
needed for scholastic materials before 
reporting o schoal which has affected 
their education, 

Mr Justies Niewrsitrae, the head teacher 
o brpakryojo rimary Sehool, s elass 
attenlanca s il compared to st pees 

The Ntungamao Distriet Seniar Eduea- 
tiem Inspector of Schools, Mr Pred Baha- 
i, says most rural schools have not re- 
comled 350 percent learer turnot de- spite the shool term entering s second 
month.*Some parents dor't send pupils toschool eartyenanigh,they delay for up 
tothreesy amenth, This year,our assessment revwals that mest pupils in 
rural schools had not reported inthe first three veekshesys, 
M John Cheysostom Miyings, the State minister for Higher Education, wonders why parents are still keeping 

theirchildren at hore when ttion-free 
public primaryschools canatrorh themn, 
He says the ministry has played ts part 
oy providing al the necessary funding. 
human resources, among others, to fci- 
itate the smooth running of al schools 
under the freeducation scherne. 
“Parents are the cnes to bame; i’ e 

altoabuse the children'sight o educa- 
tion. The gremnment has created a con- 
ducive environment with schools now 

veryclocetotheir homes, where theycan 
take chidren to access education, even if 
some requirements are not provided by 
the government, parents can still talk to 

head teachers to allow their children to 

studyasthee ook for them, he siys 
MrJohnson Abalunda,the fbanda Mu- 

nicipality education officer, says some 
schools have recorded low tunout be- 
cause learners were enrolled elsewhere 
at thestart of theterm. 

“I have visited schools in the area 
and found out that where the number 
dropped in one school,it increased in 
the other We also have challenges with 
private schools that fil o grve s the ex- 
act enrollment figures, We have organ- 
ised sensitisation meetings with school 

'heads to discuss how we can address this 
hesays. 

Mr Kenneth N Tusingwire, the head 
teacher of Nalakoni Primary School in 
Kanungu District who doubles as chair- 
person of the Uganda National Teachers 
‘Union (Unatu)for Kanungu DiStrict, says 
by the end of 2025, enrollmen stood at 
562 puplls but 456 have reported so ar 
However, Ms Kellen Ayebazibuwe, the 

principal inspectorof schoolsin Mbarara 
Districtsays gpod cormoboration among 
stakeholders has helped them imprave 
daiyattendanceinschools. 
“We are working with other depart- 

‘ments ke tse 
curity and local leaders to sensitise com- 

munites on the importance of educa- 
tion. Our UPE schools even in rural ar- 
eas, are very competitive with private 

schools n performance?shesays 
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