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BY wi SON Kyt AMBA

!-YA’_UTDNDE. Veterinary mithorit i
I Ly; iStrict have urged live

] ity anthrax vaccines
Privately, instead of waiting for limited
EOVErnmeny Suppliey

The districy it bt
Outhreak thay has taimed dozene of
cattle ang several human lives, height
Ening feare o ¢

D Romalg p
erinary Offi;

Stock fiy mers 1

Hing an anthrax

Trthey transmission
ameka, the District Vet
er. said the povernme it
recently delivereq 10,000 doses of an
thrax vaeg ine, but the ¢
falls far shory of the districts needs

“Lyantonde hps about 200,000 ¢4
te, 180,000 Boats and 20,0on sheep
all susceptible 1, anthrax. The 10, oop
doses we recpive

 are non enough "y
Bameka said o Wednesday

He urged fa Fmers to work with
sub-county veterinary officers to pro
Cure vaccines availahle on the private
market

"We Encourage farmers who can af-
ford it to purchase vaceines and protect
their herds instead ofwaiting The vac
cines are accessihle and effective he
added

The outhreak, confirmed by the Min
istry of Health in mid-February, has af-
fected several sub-caumties, with Kasag-
AINa emerging as the epicentre.

Dr Denis Monday, the Kasagama
Sub-county veterinary officer, said
eight cows died this week alone. bring-
ing the total livestock deaths in the ar-
eato2s.

“We have advised farmers with the
means to buy vaccines under veteri.
Tiary supervision and immunise their
animals immediately”he said.

Dr Monday noted that unlike Foot-
and-Mouth Disease vaccines, which are
often scarce, anthray vaccines are avail-
ahle and relatively affordabie.

‘A 100ml bottle costs about
$hs100.000 and can vaccinate 50 Cows.
That is asmall price compared to losing
an animal worth Shs3 million to Shsq
million;"he explained. .

Mr Ezra Bwebale Mugerrgi, the c(i;s-
trict secretary for production and a

49 farmer, backed the call for pri-
vaccination.
mﬂm is our livelihood. While the 51:
ernment is worldng to secure more vac-
cines, farmers who can manage should
m’l‘hw:ﬁllbreak has also a.t};ected l;ﬁ
s. Health authorities have con-
rﬁnr;.iedﬂciﬂ;ea linked to handling ci-
casses or consuming meat from ani-
mals that died suddenly Residents have
been warned against slaughtering or
eating meat from suspected cases »

Mr Kenneth Mugisha, a local ]i:l;?.l
er, appealed for support to vulne, l.l._l.\LL
households.“Government should assis
farmers who cannol afford vaccines, s

ally in high-riskareas,” he said.
pﬂResident District Commissione 1 X
vid Asaba Nkojo emphasised the need
fpl‘.“;lagrgnmel;emust L":]l.‘l:]'_llille\\'hl‘l(’. p =‘.~i
sible, report sudden qnunal “‘“‘“T‘*f“ I:
cooperate with velerinary leamt"(?.l:]-.
munity action is critical Lo prevent
ther losses,”hesaid.

Onsignment

b

(&) CamScanner



