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REV XAVIER GRACE TINO 

An advocate for girl-child 
Rev Xavier Grace Tino is a 
Home Economics teacher 

at Iganga Senior Secondary 
School. She has taught 
for 17 years and through 
her platforms of teaching 
and preaching, she has 
managed to advocate for 
girl-child education and 
justice for women 

'BYDORCUSMURUNG! 
dmurungi@ug nationmedia.com 

hen you meet Rev Xavier 
Grace Tino, you may not 
believe the hardships she 

faced growing up in an area that 
was plagued with rebel actvity. 

But the jolly Home Economics 
teacherat ganga Senior Secondary 
School says her calling was greatly 
‘molded by the circumstances that 
‘surrounded her as she grew up. 

“I grew up in a turbulent period 
where we weresqueezedby Uganda 
People’s Army rebels and then the 
Lords Resistance Armyinsurgence 
ahd Karimonjong cattle rustlers. 
We partly lived in Internally Dis- 
‘placed People’s camps. Money was 
never available. Poverty and loot- 
ing were the order of the day. My 
adolescent life was overwhelming 
and confusing. I do not wish any 
child togo through what Idid,” she 
says. 
Because of someof theinjustices 

shesawasachild, she has,inher17 
years ofteaching madeita point to 
‘advocate for justice and girl-child 
education throughher platforms of 
classroom and the pulpit. 
‘Tino the advocate 

Rev Tino says our commanity is 
still marred by unfair treatment of 
‘women and girls. 

“I am disturbed by what the 
Rev XavierGace T, HomeEconaics tescherat gan Sl Secondary Schos saysshe findssatisfacton n advocatin o th -<h. v it 

*Rev Tinos a good caunsellor and mentor 
for many students. Her motherly nstincts. 
have been fet s she has ften supported 
the gils and fellow teachers.” 
‘TEDDY NABIRYE, TEACHER IGANGA 
SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL 

I have witnessed her take keen interest 
inthe gi-chid. She has many times used 
erpersonal testimony and experinces to 
encourage, guide, counsel and motivate 
gils acing problems.™ 
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education, 
irls go through! The pubjic 
women harshly. When mem’ ) 
loves hiswife the communin. 
ines she is using witcherafy "% 
duce him. When marriag 1x,© 
woman has contributed gray, the 
When a man commits adultac, 1. 
‘wife has failed to satisfy him | 
acouple fails to geta chilg, . 1 woman is the cause. When :pm. 
ager gets pregnant, then the .- 
has not taught her good man. " 
Why should a woman axw,y"!n 
judged like this?” she asks, > 2t 

Shesaysit s due to this gise,: 
nation that she uses her proge. M 
as a teacher and also preacpes®n 
campaign against these injq;. 10 
every time she gets an o) el 
“One of my students yaq "0 

templating running away from ot 
home because of the trouply 
saidher parents were giving| 
her parentsdid not understy 
counselledthe twopartiesuny 
reconciled and the parents con/ 
ed payine for her education {po lso oceasionally used the 2% raise funds to Support neeclygh. 
school withscholastic materiglys 
their other special requiremerg-s she explains. g 
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Education 
Rev Tino started school at Ky 

Primary School until 1989, g 
‘which she joined Ngora High Schog 

in 1990 for her high school 
joined National Teachers Collegy 
Nkozi and graduated witha dipiopy, 
in secondary education. 
She later joined Kyambogo Uy;. versity and graduated with a B, 

elor’s of Education in Vocationy 
Studies in 2007. 

After two years of service, sh, 
joined Uganda Christian Universiy 
Mukono in 2009, where she g 
tained a masters in Divinity. / 

‘The Rev Tino is also  famy 
woman. She is married to Dayiy 
Okedi, with whom they have three 
children. “God has blessed us ity 
three children, 16, 15 and eigh 
vears” she savs. 
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