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Advice. Head teachers have been

advised 10 buy apparatuses and

¢ ; e Y
hemicals earty enough to enable

Stugents practice.

BY DAMALI MUKHAYE
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_KamrPar A, Scence teachers have
Singied out fake and expired chemi-
Calls used in practical exams asone of
the key causes of high failure rates in
SCence sabjects across the coumntTy

The government on Wednesdayv

teachers for the poor sa-

ence grades in the recently released

Uganda Advanced Certificate of Ed-

llcat}on exams, saying the weachers
€mpiloy poor teaching methods.

Bui Mir James Bato, the dean of up-
Per schoals, also Biology and Chem-
iIstry teacher at Kitante Hill School
!11‘ Kanpala told Daily Monitor in a
telephone interview that students
Cannot get the expectad results when
they conduct practical exams using
expired or counterfeit chemicals that
have flooded the marker.

e
He said sometimes teachers who
are not experienced fail to identify
the original chemiczals and are given
ash instead of zinc carbonate, among
others
“¥f you are an experienced teacher,
you can carry out experiments and
know the resuits of the genuine chem-
icals, but if you were not exposed,
you cannot differentiate between
the genuine and fake ones. This af-
feq's the outcomes of what students
do in their practical exams,” Mr Bato

Teachers bla
chemicals for poor

said. He also said the reluctance of
some head teachers to buy appara-
tuses and chemicals early enough to
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«gome apparatuses are breakaanbl ?i

teachers keep them away .

?nly get them out towards the final |
exams. Thislack ofexposure}'obs the |
students of the confidence in what-
ever they do,” he added. :

He also said there are fow science
teachers outside the urban schools,
with only one science teacher SeTVIng
several schools. :

He added that the teacher-pupil
ratio remains imbalan ced at 1:90 in-
stead of the reguired 1550 at O-level,
while it stands at 150 instead of the
recommended 1:25 at A-level. _

The imbalance, Mr Bato said,

makes it very difficuit for science

teachers to give enough attention to
their students.

He urged the government 10 ini

tiate deliberate efforts 1o suppor
teachers and schools in achievin




