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larmers In
- Kansagama,

Lyakajura

and Kinuka
) £ sub-countles,
S Lyantonde
distriet have reglstered
preat suceess In bulk milk
production over the last five
vears,

Through Community
Aprieulure Infrastructire
Improvement Programme
(CANP) and the local
government support, different
dalry farmers’ groups have
become well established

Frank Kakuba Banglrana, n
prominent dalry farmer and
board secretary of Twimukye
Farmers Dalry Limlted In
Kansagama, Is one of the
beneficlaries of the CAIP
project.

At the time the project rolled
out in 2012, he says they were
procuring about 1,080 litres
of milk per day while dairy
farmers were operating in
huge losses due 1o lack of a
collection facility,

Later, afier getting two milk
coolers from CAIIP, Bangirana
says the quantity obtained
went up 6,000 litres daily,
They now supply milk to big
companies Including Sameer
Group of Companies, Pearl
Dairy-Uganda in Mbarara and
JESA Farm Dairy. .

“The dairy vendors could
buy milk ata give-away price
of sh100 per litre. As a result,
most of the farmers had given
up because of the exploitative
conditions,” Bangirana says.

According to Bangirana,
group has saved over sh100m
which they used to acquire a
truck embedded with a milk
tank that has a 45,000 liter-
capacity. He said the truck
will help collect and transport
milk from dairy farmers in
remote communities,

Violet Namala, another
dairy farmer and member
of Twimukye Group, says
they take their milk to the
collection centre and get paid
after 15 days.

She adds that this enables
farmers have set up side
businesses to boost their
incomes and look after their
families. Namala explains
that more farmers have kept
joining the group every
month. Other groups that
benefited include Kyemamba

created more jobs for the
youth mostly university
graduates, who are
recruited in the technical
departments.

Challenges

Just as roses have thorns,
the CAIIP project has had
its fair share of challenges.
The district is situated in

District leaders and dlary
farmers In a meeting

at Kansagama Dalry
Farmers. Photos by Davis
Buyondo

set on the facility.

He also wondered whether
the project will fully realise its
set goals.

Godfrey Gumisiriza, a
member of Kyemamba
Farmers Dairy Co-operative
Society, says dairy farmers
are forced to graze animals
at night when the grass is
moist and soft for ease of
digestion.

He explains that they still
lack trucks to transport
milk to different parts of the
country. Due to the crowded
local market, Gumisiriza
says they need more support
from the Government so
as to tap the international
market.

Farmers in Kempage say that

affect the dairy sector, they
include poor storage facilities,
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Milk production shoots
up in Lyantonde district

Revenue

Frod Muhanyl, the
Lyantonde L.C5
chalrpersaon says, milk
production has qone
Up and rovenue from
the dalrles has also
Improved to ald distrlet
actlvitles, sueh a5 road
malntenance,

He says Kintuka
milk collection tacility
procures 5000 litres
compared to lrom 1,200
litres they began with
In 2012,

Muhannl says CAIIP
project, produce and
cattle markets viere
bullt In Kansagama,
Lyakajura and Kinuuka
sub-counties to
promote trade,

He further adds that
several roads linking
the communities to
main towns were
upgraded to first class
murrum, However,
the roads have bequn
wearing out due to the
persistent rainfall and
lack of funds for reqular
maintenance.

“The roads have
enabled many dairy
farmers and vendors to
reach far communities
to collect milk
especially in the flush
season, milk production
is always in surplus
pushing the prices
lower down says.

Michael Nsamba, the
programme officer
for local government
in charge of the
CAIIP project, says
Kyemamba and
Twimukye milk plants
cost over sh216m and
Kinuuka plant sh100m.
The district engineer,
Francis Kiwanuka, says
the plants are operating
and there is visible
change in communities
where they are.

He says the
Government and CAIIP
should extend similar
projects to other sub-
counties to cater for
more dairy farmers and
boost production.
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Sam Kempaka of Kabula conditions livestock die due  : frequent load-shedding. < least a loan scheme for dairy
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