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The Government has issued licences
to 1.444 schools across the country
since last year.

According to the higher education
state minister, Dr. John Chrysostom
Muyingo, since the commencement of
the process to close schools without
operational licences in 2017, there has
been a good response by institutions
in ensuring they meet requirements.

“The licensing of schools is
proceeding smoothly and will help
improve the education standards in
our country,” Muyingo stated in a
statement to Parliament.

A total of 89 Business, Technical,
Vocational Education and Training
(BTVET) institutions. 348 secondary
schools and 1,007 primary schools
were given licences to operate.
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In November 2016, the ministry
asked all inspectors and district
education officers to put schools

that were not licensed on notice for
closure.

According to Muyingo, unlicensed
schools are a serious safety and
security threat to the learners.

“We issued both area-based (by

district authorities) and national
notices through circulars and press
statements from the ministry,”
Muyingo said. )

Muyingo further explained that on
March 16, 2017 the issue of illegal
schools closure was presented to
Parliament, which instructed the
committee on education and sports to
examine it.

The committee, according to
Muyingo, in its April 2017 report to
the House, recommended that the

decision of the ministry to close the
affected schools was justified.

However, Kibuku County MP
Herbert Kinobere asked Parliament
to block the closure of about 1,300
schools.

BETWEEN THE LINES:

[ Minister Muyingo told the

MPs that the ministry had
continuously disseminated the
2014 guidelines to schools.

About two weeks ago, the education
ministry announced that over 1,300
private schools would be closed
effective February 2018 because they
did not have licences to operate.

Some MPs in a press conference,
however, opposed the move saying
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